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ConvenTION Wetx.—Baltimore has been enlivened 
by the presence of a large number of strangers this week. 
The “Democratic” national convention. “The Tyler 
Democratic national convention,” and the Maryland 
“Democratic” Gubernatorial convention, of the pruceed- 
ings of all of which we have endeavored to furnish as 
comprehensive an account, in the present number, as 
our space will admit of, have_all closed their labors.— 
The Episcopal convention, which assembled on Wed- 
nesday, is still in session. 

The * Democratic” national convention, have nomina- 
ted as their candidate for the presidency, James K. Pouk, 
of ‘Tennessee,—and for the vice presidency, Gzorez M. 
Daas, of Philadelphia. 

The Tyler national convention, has unanimousiy no- 
minated Joun ‘TyLeR, as their candidate for the presi- 
dency, and left it to a committee to nominate hereafter, 
a candidate for the vice presidency. 

Mr. Ty er, in a letter, dated the 30th, too long for 
the room left in our columns, at the time it reached us, 
accepts the nomination, mainly upon the ground of his 
being identified with the annexation of Texas. “In the 
present posture of affairs, I can wave no responsibility.” 
“1f annexation is to be accomplished, it must, I am con- 
viced, be done immediately. ‘Texas is in no condition 
to delay.” 

The Madisonian, of the 30th after noticing Mr. Ty- 
ler’s acceptance of the nomination, says— 

“Ic will be seen that the gentlemen composing the 
other convention, in subsequently nominating a third 
candidate, under the very remarkable impression that 
the candidate nominated in opposition to Mr. Cray 
would “withdraw,” and become subservient to their pro- 
jects, have made von erroneous Calculation; and we are 
decidedly of the opinion that the sooner that “error” 
corrected the better it will be for them. Let Mr. Polk 
* withdraw,” or take the CONSEQUENCE OF PRODUCING DIVI- 


sion of A THIRD PARTY.” , 





Those who have any idea of the task required to fur- 
nish such statements as this number contains, of the pro- 
ceedings of the several conventions in session this week, 
and fur which, besides our own sources of information, 
we have resorted freely to the pages of all our cotempo- 
raries, in order to make it full, comprehensive, and im- 
partial, will readily believe that it has left us little tine to 
attend to any other topic. In fact this subject was all ab- 
sorbing. If asked to-day how stock rated, we would be 
able to answer only as to whig stock, ‘‘Democratic” stock, 
Tyler s‘ock, Polk stock, and some few of the Fancy stocks 
of the political market. We will be excused, however, 
as neutrals, from furnishing the quotations. Exchanges 
have certainly fluctuated during the week, like a baro- 
meter on the approach ofa storm. The list of delegates 
to the “Democratic” National Convention and the in- 
structions under which they came to the convention, we 
derive principally from the Albany Argus. ‘T'wo or three 
of the states are not included in the list; we failed’ in our 
effort to obtain them. 

SEE RE TTT EY Le Sr 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 
William Marvin, to be judge of the United States 
for the southern district of Florida, re appointed. 














Dirtomatic. Hon. H. A. Wise, U. S. minister to 
Brazil, embarked at New York for Rio on board the 
U.S. frigate Constitution, at 12 0’clock on Saturday 


morning. A salute was fired from the frigate on the 
occasi@h. 





Late Secretary oF tHe Treasury. A recent 
letter from Washington, published in the New York 
Post, mentions the immediate cause of the late res- 
ignation of Mr. Spencer as secretary of the treasury. 

e learn from a private source, on which we have 
full reliance, that the statement thus made is correct, 
and we therefore annex that portion of the letter, 
furnishing as it does a further development of the 
extraordinary proceedings adopted by the national 
executive in connection with the Texas annexation 
Project: [ Balt. Amer. 

Jn carrying out the preparations for the naval ex- 
pedition against Mexico, it became necessary to pro- 


money, with a confidential agent at New York. As 
there could be discovered no act of congress direc- 
ting such a disposition of any part of the public mo- 
ney, Mr. Spencer, when requested by the president, 
declined giving the order, or to allow it to be given, 
to his subordinates. He next, it is said, received a 
peremptory order to transfer the money. 

Mr. Spencer, seeing the game was up, coolly wrote 
a second refusal, and with it sent in a hote of res- 
ignation. He remained in the department just 
twenty four hours afterwards, and having in that 
short space squared all the ends of his concerns with 
it, shook off the dust of his feet against the place. In 
the meantime, the probability is that the $100,000 has 
gone into the hands of the confidential agent of the na- 
vy department, and has been “‘confidentally” applied. 
But this is a small item in the funds which have been 
absorbed in the expenditures of that department, but 
of which there is no account, and which have yet to 
be paid by congress. [M. ¥. Post. 





Tue Wreck or tHe Missouri. At the time the 
wreck was advertised for sale, the Wizard, of London, 
Captain William Marshall entered the Bay of Gib- 
raltar, returning to Scio from England, having been 
fitted by that talented young mechanist, Isaac Black- 
burn, Minores, London, with powerful steam engines, 
air pumps, and condscening apparatus, for the express 
purpose of diving in thirty-six fathom water; a bar- 
gain was at length concluded for £4500, and the 
Wizard only waits the coming fine weather to com- 
mence her operations against the immersed leviathan. 
It is expected it will be a most profitable job for the 
contractors; the boilers alone being of strong copper, 
are considered worth from £10,000 to £12,000 old 
metal,and the facilities for operating against the 
engine and boilers are very great, the decks having 
been entirely destroyed. [Preston Guardian. 


—_—--— = 


THE NAVY. 


arrived at Mazatlan March 27th, all well; to sail 
about the 28th of April for Callao. Her visit to 
Mexico was for the purpose of procuring money for 
the use of the squadron, She had sailed upwards of 
65,000 miles since leaving Cape Henry. 

The Phenix, U. S. schooner, Lieut.. Commandant 
Sinclair, bound to Chagres with the mails for the Pa- 
cific, sailed from Norfolk on the 25th. 

The Columbus, U.S. ship, Capt. Cooper, was at 
Rio de Janeiro on the 13th April, to sail ina few 
days for N. York. 

The Raritan, frigate, Turner, and the schooner 
Enlerprize, Watson, was also there waiting orders. 

The Boston, U. S. sloop of war, had just arrived from 
the River Plate. 

The Ontario, U.S. sloop of war, Capt. J. H. Nicho- 
las, arrived at Baltimore on the 20th from Norfolk to 
be used as a receiving ship. 

The Steamer Union. Lieut. Hunter’s craft being 
ordered to the gulf, will now, for the first time, be in 
active service. Ata distance she looks like a pilot 
boat, while in fact her measurement is a thousand and 
forty tons. Her cost was $116,909. The Princeton 


The steam engine of the Union is called a two hun- 
dred and fifty-horse power, but being on high pres- 


rate. 


vessels. She can turn on her own centre, and with 


five days’ fuel, draws only twelve feet water. 


enemy. 
Building and Repairing. 


[M. Y¥. True Sun. 


the repairs in 1838 had amounted to $377,665. 
sloop-of war Falmouth, built in 1827 cost $94,093 


and the repairs, up to 184i had been $235,120. Thus 
the expense for repairs on these three ships, during 
an average period of less than sixteen years, amount- 
ed to $1,051,169, being $118,900 more than the ori- 





cure the deposite of $100,000, by way of secret service 
XVI Vol Sig’ id ve dae fe 3 





The U.S. frigate United States, Capt. J. Armstrong, | 


six hundred and twenty-five tons, cost $273,000 — 


sure plan it can no doubt be worked ata muth higher 
Her rig is so simple that fresh water seamen 
can manage her easily. There is usually no neces- 
sity for sending the men aloft as in square rigged 


her full compliment of crew, provisions, and twenty- 
All 
these are decided advantages. Another great advant- 
age is, that her machinery and water wheels are below 
the water line, and not exposed to the fire of the 


The ship-of the-line De- 
laware was built in 1820, at a cost of $543,398; and 
the repairs, up to 1841, amounted to $453,783. The 
frigate Brandywine built in 1825, cost $299,218, and 
The 


ginal cost—making the aggregate amount of costs 
| and repairs $1,992,248, a sum sufficient to build siz 


iron steam ships of war, of equal efficiency to the lar- 
gest frigates, if not of ships-of-the-line. It is also 
stated that eight per cent. of all the British and Ame- 
rican vessels are annually condemned as irreparably 
decayed, or Jost at sea. 





Mipsuipmen Passep. The following named Mid- 
shipmen in the navy, have been examined by a board 
of officers, convened for the purpose at the Naval 
Asylum, near Philadelphia, and found qualified for 
promotion. They are arranged in the order of merit 


fixed by the board. 
1 Samuel Marcy 19 James H. Moore 
2 John P. Bankhead 20 Samuel Edwards 
3 James Foster 21 Thomas L. Dance 
4 George W. Clark 22 Charles W. Place 
5 George B. Bissell 23 Alphonse Barbot 
6 J. W. A. Nicholson 24 William H. Jameson 
7 Thos. G. Corbin 25 Albert N. Smith 
8 Gustavus V. Fox 26 William H. Hudson 
9 John Matthews 27 Charles T. Crocker 
10 John C. Beaumont 28 John C. Febiger 
11 Chas. H. B. Caldwell 29 D. R. Lambert 
12 Chas. M. Fauntleroy 30 Fred’k W. Coiby 
13 William B. Fitzgerald 31 Henry S. Newcomb 
14 Miles K. Warrington 32 John S. Maury 
15 Henry K. Davenport 33 Pierce Crosby 
16 N. B. Harrison 34 Richard T. Renshaw 
17 Edward F. Tatnall 35 Charles W. Hays 
18 S. E. Woodward 36 Johst’n B. Creighton 


Sreamers or War. The Edinburg Review thus 
speaks of war steamers and of the changes which 
they are likely to introduce into naval operations. 

‘A boiler of water, converted into steam, impels 
a ship through the sea with a greater and more con- 
stant velocity than the winds can do; and the ship so 
impelled requires but few or no seamen. She is 
navigated by engineers, gunners, blacksmiths, and 
cole stokers, who usurp the place of seamen. What 
then is to become of our brave sailors? and what is 
to become of our snperiority of seamanshp, of the 
_glorions result of which we have just giver so splen- 
did an instance? It may be said, we too can steam 
equally with others; true—but the naval superiority 
of England, which has been asserted and maintained 
for the last three hundred years, admits not of equal- 
ity. Let us but imagine, what may well happen, one 
of our three deckers becalmed, anda steamer with 
those long guns which throw heavy shots or shells 
to the distance of three miles, taking up or shifting 
her position as best suits her, while the other thrice- 
powerful ship iscompelled to remain immoveable, 
and must submit to be ‘pestered by a popinjay,” and 
stung, as it were, by a smoking musquito, which, 
like that animal, can neither be hit, nor caught, nor 
crushed.”? 


The only means suggested of providing against such 
a contingency is to supply every ship of the line and 
frigate with as many of the above-mentioned long 
guns as each can conveniently be armed with. In 
order to do this, however, it would be necessary to 
reduce the general armament of the ship, since one 
of these Jong guns would take up a great deal of room, 
and could not be worked efficiently without special 
arrangements on the gun deck of ships-of-war. 

It would not be in calms only that the ships of the 
line would be liable to serious annoyance from the 
long guns of steamers. A vessel like the Princeton 
could choose her position, and keep beyond the 
reach of shot from theordinary guns of a* man-of- 
war in almost any state of the weather; and even 
within reach, she would be nearly impregnable to 
_cannon balls. Her engine and machinery are all be- 
low water—her propeliars are below water and se- 
cure fromshot. With her long guns she could throw 
her terrible missiles with cool deliberation into the 
hull of an enemy, which would stand Jike a target to 
be fired at for practice. A ball some two hundred 
and fifty pounds weight striking the timbers of the 
largest three-decker would spread havoc all around, 
nor could the stoutest ship withstand many such vis- 
itations. 


Upon our inland routes the locomotive is displac- 
, | ing the stage coach; so upon the ocean it must sooner 
or later happen that war-steamers will take the place 
of ships of the line. The process of substitution 
may be slow, but itis certain. New systems of tac- 
tics willthen be required; new modes of warfare 
will come into use. The result, we may hope, wil 
be to make wars less frequent. [ Batt. Amer. 

































































































210 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JUNE 1, 1844--STATES OF THE UNION. 








REMARKABLE Discovery IF TRUE. 


isiana. Franklin, it will be remembered, once 


expressed a wish to have life suspended for a cen-| friends Mr. H. was re-elected for the ensuing six 
tury or so, and then be reanimated, in order to wit-| years by a majority of twenty-five votes on joint bal- 
ness the change which a hundred years would effect lot. 


upon his country.* He suggested submersion in a butt 


of malmsey for this purpose, having noticed that the/ joint committee was appointed on the part of the 
flies after being drowned for years in a cask of wine} two houses of the general assembly, consisting of 
are frequently resuscitated. We like the plan of} the hon. Mr. Rockwell, of the senate, and Messrs. 
This is| Huntington, Stuart, and Burnham, of Windham, to 
inquire into the facts, with power to send for persons 
and papers in relation to the supposed vacancy in the 

“Professor Van Grusselbach, of Stonkhoim, has) senate of the United States, which the hon. John 
lately brought to a state of perfection, the art of pro-| M. Niles was elected to fill.” 


Professor Van Grusselbach much better. 


certaintly the age of important discoveries. ] 
J : a [.4lb. Argus. 


ducing a topor in the whole system, by the applica- 
tion of cold of degrees of intensity, proceeding from 
a lesser to a greater, so as to cause the human body 
to become perfectly torpid without permanent Inju- 
ry to any organ or tissue of the frame. In this they 
may remain one hundred or a thousand years, and 
again, after a sleep of ages, be awakened to existence, 
as fresh and blooming as thay were when they first 
sunk into the frigorific state. 

The attention of the learned professor was first led 
to the subject by finding a toad enclosed in a solid 
fragment of calcarious rock, ten feet in diameter 
which, when taken out, showed unequivocal signs of 
life—but it is supposed that the concussion caused 
by the blasting of the rock, occasioned its death in a 
few hours after. The opinion of Baron Gruithizen, 
who is at present Geologist to the king of Sweden, 
was, that it must have been in thatsituation for at 
Jeast seven thousand years—and his calculations were 
drawn from the different layers of strataby which it 
wasurrounded. From this hint the professor procee- 
ded to make experiments, and after a painful and la- 
borious course of experiments for the last 29 years of 
his life, he at last suceeeded in perfecting the great 
discovery. Not less than sixty thousand reptiles, 
shell-fish, &c. were experimented on before he tried 
the human subject. The process is not laid entirely 
before the public yet, but I had the honor, in the 
company with a friend, of visiting the professor. 

] shall give a slight description of one of the outer 
rooms containing some of his preparations. Previ- 
ous to entering we were furnished with an India 
rubber bag, to which was attached a mask with 
glass eyes. This was put on to prevent the tem- 
perature of the room from riseing in the slightest 
degree by our breathing. Jt was a circular room 
lighted from the top by the sun’s rays, from which 
the heat was entirely disengaged by its passage 
through glass, &c., colored by the oxide of copper. 
One was a Swedish girl, aged from appearance about 
nineteen years—she was consigned to the professor 
by order of the government to experiment upon, 
having been guilty of murdering her child. With 
the exception of a slight paleness she appeared as if 
asleep, although she Lad been in a state of complete 
torpor for two years. He intends to resuscitate her 
in five more years, and convince the world of the| 
soundness of his wonderful discovery. ; 

The professor to gratify us, took a small snake out 
of his cabinet into another room, and although it ap- 

eared to us to be perfectly dead and rigid as mar- 
ble, by application of a mixture of cayenne pepper 
and brandy, it showed iminediate signs of life, and 
was apparently as active as ever it was, In a minute, 
although the professor assured us it had been in a 
state of torpor for six years. 





STATES OF THE UNION. 


Maine— Congressional Election. The official returns 
from the Waldoand Washington Congressional dis- 
tricts give the following aggregates at the late trial: 

Fifth district, ( Waldo. )—B. White, (Loco,) 2,462; 
E. Hutchinson, (Whig) 1,970; Smart, 775; McCril- 
lis, 497; True, 423, (Locos.) Nochoice. White wants 
1,203 votes. 

Seventh district, ( Washington.)—Shepherd Cary, 
(Loco,) 5,309; T. Robinson, (Whig,) 4,505; S. M. 
Pond, (Abolition,) 204; Scattering, 24. . Cary over 
all others, 573. 411 votes rejected. 

Ruope Istanp.—The official canvass of the votes 
cast atthe recent state election in Rhode Island 
shows the election of allthe “Law and Order” in. 
cumbent without opposition. The aggregate vote 
stands— 

For Governor-—-James Fenner 5,560. Scattering 208 

Lieutenant Governor—Byron Diman 5,634 “ 63 

Secretary of State—Henry Bowen 5.634 ‘ 55 

Aitorney General—Joseph M. Blake 5,621 ‘ 69 

Gen. Treasurer—Stephen Cohoone 5,643 ‘* 54 








Connecticut—United States Senators.—The legis- 


[The follow-| United States Senator, the term for which Tabez W. 
ing sketch is copied from a letter of an American Huntington was elected expiring on the 4th of March 
traveller in Europe, addressed to a friend in the Lou-| next. 


of the bill preventing convict labor from being 
brought into competition with honest labor, on the 


Without a dissenting voice amongst his polittcal 


The New Haven Palladium of the 9th says “‘a 


——— 


New Yorx— Penitentiary Labor. The mechan- 
ics of the city of New York celebrated the passage 


15th by a procession. A large delegation from Al- 
bany, accompanied by the New York members of 
the Legislature, joined in the celebration. 





Marytanp.— Democratic Gubernatorial Convention. 
Delegates from the several counties and city of Bal- 
timore, assembled at the Odeon, North st., Baltimore, 
on the 27th May, for the purpose of nominating a 
candidate to be supported for governor at the next 
October election. Finding the room inconvenient, 
they adjourned to the Assembly Rooms. There was 
a full attendance, and harmony and good fellowship 
prevailed. 

A preliminary organization enabled the conven- 
tion to decide upon the following officers for the oc- 
casion: 

President—Cathel Humphreys, of Somerset. 


ey 


On motion of William Matthews, Esq., of Charles 
county, the gentleman who presented the name of 
Henry G. S. Key to the convention, the nomination 
of Mr. Carroll, was confirmed by acclamation. 

A committee of five was appointed to wait on the 
Hon. James Carroll, and inform him of his nomina- 
tion. After which the convention adjourned until 
next morning. 

Tuesday May, 28. The convention reassembled; 
The procedings of the day before were read, and ape 
proved. 


The committee appointed to wait upon Mr. Carroll, 
and inform him of his nomination, entered the room, 
accompanied by that gentleman, and he was most cor- 
dially received. Being introduced to the chair, he 
appropriately acknowiedged the compliment of the 
nomination and accepted it, in the following language, 

Mr. President and gentleman of the convention: 

T have been informed by a committee of your body 
that this convention has unanimously selected me ag 
the candidate of the democratic party for the office 
of governor of the state of Maryland. 


This very flattering indication of your favorable 
opinion has excited in my mind the liveliest emotions 
of gratitude; and it affords me singular pleasure to 
give expression to these emotions by tendering in 
person my most grateful ackowledginents for the dis- 
tinguished honor you have conferred upon me. Al- 
though I do not desire office, and have never sought it, I 
may not decline the proffer thus made by the party 
to which | belong, and in whose success I believe 
the best interests of the country to be involved. 

I cannot, however, with my views of the duties and 
responsibilities of the office, consent to participate 
in an electioneering cunvass. As nomination has 
been unsought, so must my election be unsolicited 
by me. 


Should a majority of my fellow citizeus deem me 
worthy of the station to which you desire to see me 








Vice presidents—J. T. H. Worthington, of Balti- 
more county, William B. Stone, of Charles county, 
Kinsey Harrison, of Queen Anne’s county, Wm. D. | 
Fassett, of Worcester county, John O. Wharton, of! 
Washington county, H. C. Scott, of Prince George’s 
county. 


Secretaries— A. B. Hanson, of Frederick county, 
B. D. Jackson, of Dorchester county, B. C. Presst- 
man, of Baltimore city, C. C. Jessop, of Kent coun- 
ty, W. D. Mercer, of Cecil county, W. D. Duvall, 
of Montgomery co. 

The president on taking the chair, addressed the 
convention at some length. 

The Rev. Augustus Webster, offered up an appro- 
priate praver. 

The rules of the Maryland house of delegates were 
adopted. 

The convention resolved that the vote for a candi- 
date be taken per capita and viva voce. 


During the session the convention was addressed 


by Richard B. Carmichael, Esq., of Quenn Anne’s | 


county, David Stewart, Esq., of Baltimore, Benj. 
C. Prestman, Esq., of Baltimore, Col. Hugh Ely, of 
Baltimore county, Mr. Perry, of Alleghany, and Mr. 
Maulsby. of Carroll. 

Gen. Tobias E. Stansbury of Baltimore county, 
was invited, by resolution, to take a seat beside the 
president of the convention. 


The chair having stated that the convention was 
ready to proceed to the choice of a candidate, Wm. 
A. Spencer, Esq., of Queen Anne’s, nominated the 
Hon. James Carro.u, of the city of Baltimore. 

Wm. Matthews, Esq., of Charles, nominated Hen- 
ry G. S. Key, Esq., of St. Mary’s county. 

The vote was then taken per capila and viva voce, 
and resulted as follows: 

CARROLL. Ker. 

Alleghany, ) 
Washington, 
Frederick, 
Carroll, 
Montgomery, 
Baltimore county, 
Harford, 
Cecil, 
Kent, 
Queen Anne’s, 
Talbot, 
Caroline, 
Worcester, 
Dorchester, 
Somerset, 
Anne Arundel, 
Calvert, 4 
Charles, 4 
Prince George’s, 
St. Mary’s, 4 
Baltimore city, 
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lature Jast week proceeded to the election of a 





elevated, [ shall assume it with a profound sense of 
obligation to those who elected me; with a sincere 
distrust of my own qualifications; but with an unsha- 
ken confidence in the correctness of my political 
principles, and in my desiere to administer the gov- 
ernment in the fear of God, and to commend myself 
to my fellow men only by the justice and imparti- 
ality of my conduct. 

On motion, a state central corresponding com- 
mittee, consisting onthe part of the city, of J. J. 
Graves, Wm. F. Giles, Jacob G. Davis, D. C. 
Springer and J. J. Turner, Esqrs. was appointed. 


Presidential Electerial Candidates Nominated. 

John T. H. Worthington, Esq. offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That this convention now proceed to the 
election of six electors of president and vice presi Jent 
of the United States for the several districts of the 
state, and two for the state at large; and that for that 
_ purpose the delegates from each congressional district 
recommend the name of an elector for the approval 
of this convention, and that the chair appoint a com- 
mittee of one from each county and city to recom. 
mend to the convention two electoral candidates for 
the state at large. 


On thisa debate ensued which lasted for some 
time, the difference being, whether to take the ques- 
tion now, or defer doing so until the result of the 
national convention should be ascertained. Mr. 
Spencer advocating the latter, moved to adjourn 
till next morning. This was negatived, and the res- 
olution was then adupted; the chairman appointed the 
committee, and the convention took a recess, to al- 
low them to makeup areport. At one o’clock the 
convention was again called to order. 


The committee appoiuted to nominate electors of 
president and vice president, reported the following 
nominations which the convention ratified: 

For the state at large. 
Axsert ConsTaB_e, Eastern shore. 
Wa. Frick, Western shore. 
Congressional District electors. 
T. James Murray, 
If. Tuomas Perry, 
Ill. Enwarp Hammonp, 
1V. Bens. C. Prestman, 
V. Wm. A. Spencer, 
VI. James Lioyp Martin. 

Wm. Fell Giles, Esq. addressed the convention; 
and offered the following resolution which was adopt- 
ed: 

Resolved, That this convention pledges itself to use 
every honerable means to secure the election of Jas. 
Carrot as governor of Maryland, and to sustain the 
nominee of the democratic national convention, and 
that the electors selected by this conv. tion are hice 
by directed, if elected, to vote, for such nuvinee. 

The convention, after passing a vole of thanks to 
the officers of the convention, adjourned, sine die. 
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Morse’s ELECTRO-MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH. During 
last session of congress, that body appropriated $30,- 
000 for the purpose of enabling professor Morse to 
test the efficiency of his project of telegraphics, by 
constructing the necessary apparatus to communi 
cate between the cities of Washington and Baltimore. 
We have now the gratification of announcing, that 
the telegraph ts in operation, for that distance, (40 
miles.) Communication was established between the 
two cities on the 24th of May. 1844, which we may 
assume as a new era in the diffusion of information. 
The vast importance of this contrivance, when car- 
ried out into all the ramifications of which it is sus- 
ceptible, can hardly be guessed at,—much less now 
estimated. Space is, as it were, annihilated, so far 
as respects the intercourse of thought. Think of 
the fact, that men standing as they actually now can 
and do, 40 miles apart, conversing with each other on 
whatever subject they please, and relating any thing 
that is transpiring at the moment, on the very instant, 
and just.as speedily as if they were in the same 
apartment! 

And this is but the first,--the very first stone in 
this new and future stupendous superstructure of 
human learning. What is now accomplished as be- 
tween Washington and Baltimore, will very quickly 
expand in all directions. In a short time,—far soon- 
er than people imagine, men in New York and 
Boston will be conversing with others in New Or- 
leans, St. Louis, and St. Augustine with the same 
facility that a Washington reporter now communi- 
cates with his Baltimore editor. By the time the re- 
sult of the vole of congress is announced by ~ the 
speaker, in the capitol, it is known at the Pratt street 
depot, in the city of Baltimore! Two friends have 
but to understand that at such a moment of any giv- 
en day, they willeach be at the telegraph to hear 
from the other on any subject, and all letter writing 
and postage,—misunderstandings and delay, are sav- 
ed atonce. Even professional advice,—sometimes 
all-important to be had on the instant,—as in case of 
sudden illness,—may readily be transmitted. Tra- 


velling, no matter how expeditious, is outwinged so | 





far, that a writ may be ready to secure the fugitive, 
fly swiftas he will. Absence, separation,—as be- 
tween friends,—the source of so much heavy-heart- 
edness,—is deprived of half its oppression. Inter- 
course assumes a new and more commanding import- 
ance in human society than ever. Who can estimate 
the result? 

The proceedings of the national convention held 
in this city on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, 
including not only the votes given on the two-thirds 
rule, and the result of each balloting, but also the 
outlines of the remarks made by the speakers and 
the temper exhibited, were all known at the capitol 
at Washington within a few minutes after they se- 
verally took place,—sooner sometimes than they 
were known at the Eutaw House in our own city. 

Within twenty minutes after the president of the 
national convention announced that James K. Poix 
had received the nomination for the presidency,—a 
response from the “democratic” members of con- 
gress at the capitol was received, greeting the con- 
vention with cheers for the decis.on. A correspon- 
dence was afterwards carried on in the same way, 
with lightning speed, between the convention and their 
first nominee for the vice presidency. 

The Washington Spectator of 30th ult. says, **The 
locomotive, with the mail, came thundering along 
last night with the intelligence up to five o’clock, 
which had been received here by the lightning ex- 
press two hours and a half previously.” 





Gen’. Tuompson, Santa Anna, AND THE Mexi- 
cans. A public dinner was recently given by the 
citizens of Greenville, South Carolina, to General 
Waddy Thompson, in honor of his return from his 
mission to Mexico. So numerous was the assem- 
blage that the tables filled the piazza of the Mansion 
House, as well as the dining room. In his speech 
responsive to a toast in his honor, Gen’l Thompson 
spoke of Gen’! Santa Anna, and related many anec- 
dotes of him, greatly to his honor. His career had 
been remarkable from his boyhood. He had risen 
from the rank of ensign, unaided but by his own cou- 
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rage and talents, both of which Gen. T. thinks he 
possesses in an eminent degree. His whole career 
had been marked by incidents showing a mind always 
fruitful in resources, and a courage, moral and phy- 
sical, that shrinks from nothing. He was a man of 
high impulses, strong feclings, and at times, of stor- 
my passions, which had sometimes led him to the 
commission of acts which cannot be just:fied or ex- 
cused. But his natural disposition is not only not 
cruel, but kind and benevclent. Gen. T. mentioned 
many anecdotes to prove this, and said emphatically 
that he had on no occasion allowed an opportunity to 


pass unimproved of doing a generous action, when 
he could with propriety have done it. 


He also spoke of the Mexicans as a polite, kind, 
warm hearted people. He had met with nothing at 
their hands but politeness and kindness, although the 
circumstances under which he first went to Mexico 
had induced him to anticipate a different reception. 
He should be ungrateful not to bear testimony to 
their many amiable qualities, and said that there was 
no other foreign people in whose prosperity and ad- 
vances in the great career of civil biberty he felt an 
equal interest. Mexico was the first-born of our re- 
volution, and nobly and gallantly had she struggled 
for the establishment of institutions of which ours 
was the model. Her advances had already been 
great, and she possessed the elements of a great peo- 
ple. There was no country with which he would 
so much regret to see ours involved in a war; every 
consideration of duty, policy, and humanity forbade 
it; and he added, that although the Texian war had 
caused a good deal of exasperation against us, there 
was a very strong disposition to cultivate friendly re- 
lations with us; of this she had given repeated proofs, 

[ Nat. Intelligencer. 





Durcn Loan. The government of Holland have 
effected a loan of 127,000,000 guilders,—-say 59 mil- 
lions of dollars at three per cent, to pay off their 
floating national debt. It was obtained by a kind of 


| voluntary contribution to sustain national credit. 





BALLOTING FOR PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE. 
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“DEMOCRATIC” NATIONAL CONVEN- 
TION, 





HELD IN THE CITY OF BALTIMORE ON THE 27TH MAY, 


1844. . 
List OF DELAGATES APPOINTED—AND THEIR INSTRUC 
TIONS. 


Maive.—Stafe.—Stephen Emery, Anasa Stetson. 

Disirict—Nathan Clifford, Levi Morrell, C. Robin. 
son, James W. Bradbury, M. Vi. Lowney, A. G. 
Jewett, J.C. Talbot. 

The state delegates were instructed to vote for 
Mr. Van Buren in convention, by a vote of 144 to 74 
and the district delegates, with one exception, (Mr. 
Robinson), were instructed or favorable to Mr. V. B. 

New Hampsuire.—Stlate—H. Hubbard, Charles 
town. 

Ist District—H. H. Carroll, Concord; 2d, Ira A. 
Eastman, Gilmanton; 3d, Charles F. Grove, Nashua; 
4th, Samuel Dinsmore, Keene; 5.h, Walter Blair, 
Plymouth. 


The delegates were pledged to support Mr. Van Bu- 
ren. 


Vermont. Slate—Wm.C. Bradley, Luther B. Hunt; 

District—Charles K, Field,—substitute, H. Robin- 
son; Chas. G. Eastman, Wyllys Lyman,—substitute, 
H. Adams; David P. Noyes. 

The district delegates were either instructed, or 
pledged, or favorable to Mr. Van Buren. The state 
delegates were instructed by the state convention “‘to 
vote. for, and use all honorable means to procure the 
nomination of Martin Van Buren, as the democratic 
candidate for president of the United States, he hav- 
ing the first preference of the democracy of this state,” 
&e. 

Massacnvusetrs.—State.—*Geo. Bancroft, of Bos- 
ton, Henry H. Child, of Berkshire. 

District—Charles G. Greene, Robert Rantoul, jr. 
James Russell; substitute, F. R. Gourgas; Wells La 
throp; substitute, S. C. Allen; Levi Dowley, substi- 
tute, S. Thayer, I. H. Wright; substitute, I. A. 
Kingsbury; Russel! Brown, Phines Allen jr. substi- 
tute, Oren Sage. [Two delegates not ascertained. ] 

At a meeting of the democratic members of the le- 
gislature, in February, 1844, the following resolution 





Resolved, By the democratic members of the Mas- 
sachusctts legi-lature, that we prefer for candidate 
for president of the United States Martin Van Buren, 
of New York; and we hereby nominate him for that 
high and important station, subject to the decision of 
the democratic national convention to be holden in 
Baltimore in May next. 

Connecivicut.—Slate.—Isaac Toucey, Hartford, 
Noyes Billings, New London. 

District.—Walliam Field, Tolland, R. J. Ingersoll, 
New Haven, Vernon Stiles, Windham, J.C. Smith, 
je. Litchfield. : 

The fullowing resolution was adopted by the de- 
mocratic state convention, 161 to 69: 

Resolved, That while we would do the most ample 
justice to the distinguished men whose names have 
been connected with the presidency—Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Johnson, and Cass—and pledge ourselves to sup- 
port the nominee of the Democratic National Con- 
vention, we cannot forbear to express our decided 
preference for that eminent statesman, Martin Van 
Buren, who through a long life of public service, has 





was unanimously adupted: 


been most consisteatly devoted to the principles, po- 











212 
li— 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JUNE 1, 1844—DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION. 








8cy, and measures that we support—is most fully 
Jnd thouroughly identified with them—has the most 
ust and enlarged comprehension of them—and is 
most capable of carrying them out efficiently, &c. 

Ruopr. Istanp.—State.—Thos. W. Dorr, H. Wil- 
lard; substitute, George C. Shaw; Gilbert Chase. 

District,—Olney Ballou, J. S. Tourtelot; substitute, 
Wagnor Wheeden, Joseph Gavitt, substitute. 

The state convention adopted the following reso- 
lutions: 

Resolved, That in Martin Van Buren, we recognize 
a true and undeviating democrat, well tried in the 
school of adversity, and qualified by his capacity, ho- 
nesty, and firmness of character, to administer the first 
office in the gift of the people, with honor to himself 
and advantage to the country. Ina difficult period 
of our affairs, he rejected all compromises, and all 
solicitations of friends and enemies. He fell in the 
people’s cause, and the people owe it to themseives 
to raise him up with them, in the day of returning 
prosperity. No man’s succees is so much dreaded by 
the federalists, as thatof Mr. Van Buren. He is the 
right man to apply the remedy with the fullest edi- 
ciency. Our votes will the more cheerfully be given 
to Mr. Van Buren, from the assurance we have, that, 
if he had filled the place of Tyler, our state would 
not have been outraged by military interference, and 
our constitution would have been carried into com- 
plete effect. 

Resolved, That we have the fullest confidence in the 
delegates elected from this state to the Democratic 
National Convention, that they will vote for the no- 
mination of Martin Van Buren as the candidate for 
the presidency at the ensuing election. 


Resolved, That the gallantry, patriotism and useful 
services of col. Richard M. Johnson recommend him 
for a nomination to the office of vice president. No 
candidate is more at home among the people than 
col. Johnson; and the delegates are instructed to give 
him their votes. 

New Yorx.—Slate.-—Samuel Young, Saratoga; H. 
K. Smith, Erie. 


cratic Convention, to present Martin Van Buren, of 
York, as a candidate for nomination for the presi- 
dency of the United States by that convention; and 
we further do direct and instruct the said delegates, 
individually and unitedly, to advocate and support 
his nomination. 

New Jersey.— State—Joseph Edsall, Richard P. 
ng aga Substitutes, Daniel S. Craig, Joseph ©. 

otts. 

Ist District —Jas. Ward, substitute, Absalom Cor- 
dery; 2d. James M. Hartshorne, sub. Daniel H. Ellis; 
3d. Phineas B. Kennedy; sub. Alexander Wurtz; 4th. 
George A. Vroom, sub. Frederick Canfield, 5th.— 
Peter Bentley, sub. David Narr. 

PENNsYLvaNiaA.—State.— Benjamin H. Brewster, of 
Philadelphia, Hendrick B. Wright, of Luzerne. 

Ist. District—William H. Harbeson; 2d, Joseph 
Snyder; 3d, major James Greer; 4th, Benj. Moore, 
Philadelphia; 5th, David Lyons, Delaware; 6th,— 
Strokes L. Roberts, Bucks; 7th, John Hickman, jr. 
Chester; 8th, col. Reah Frazer, Lancaster; 9th, Chas. 
Kessler, Berks; 10th , Hon. Asa Packer, Carbon; 11th, 
Luther Kidder, Luzerne; 12th, col. Seth Salisbury, 
Bradford; 13th, Hon. Ellis Lewis, Lycoming; 14th, 
Hon. E. B. Hubley, Schuy)kill; 15th, Dr. Alexander 
Small, York; 16th, James X. M’Lanahan, Franklin; 
17th, gen. A. P. Wilson, Huntingdon; 18th, John L. 
Dawson, Fayette; 19th, gen. Henry D. Foster, West- 
moreland; 20th, John R. Shannon, Beaver; 2Ist, Wm. 
Kerr, Allegheny; 22d, William Gill, jr. Crawford; 
Re William Beatty, Erie, 24th; Hon. John Bredon, 

utler. 

The following resolution was adopted by the De- 
mocratic State Convention, (4th March, 1844), with- 
out a division: 

Resolved, That this convention do now proceed to 
vote viva voce for president and vice president, and 
that the candidates who shall receive a majority of 
all the votes given, shall be declared the choice of 
Pennsylvania, and the delegates to the National Con- 
vention to be holden at Baltimore, be instructed to 
support the candidates thus nominated. 





Ist District—C. C. Cambreleng, Suffolk; 2d, Coe 


S. Downing, Kings; 3d, Charles A. Secor, N. York; | 
4th, Niel Gray, New York; 5th, Peter Crawford, N. | 
York; 6th, Benjamin F. Butler, New York; 7th, John | 


Hunter, Westchester, 8th, Gouvernor Kemble, Put- 
nam; 9th, John W. Brown, Orange; 10th, Orrin Grif- 


fin, Delaware; 11th, Anthony Van Bergen, Greene; | 


12th, Job Pierson, Rensselaer; 13th, Erastus Corning, 
Albany; 14th, John Williams, jr. Washington; 15th, 
B. P. Burhans, Warren; 16th, Alonzo C. Paige, Sche- 


nectady; 17th, Thomas B. Mitchell, Montgomery; | 


18th, John Fine, St. Lawrence; 19th, Orville Hunger- 
ford, Jefferson; 20th, John Stryker, Oneida; 2lst, 
John C. Wright, Schoharie; 22d, Daniel S. Dicken- 
son, Broome; 23d, Nathan S. Robinson, Madison; 
24th, Moses D. Burnett, Onondaga; 25th, Horatio 
Ballard, Cortland; 26th, Rovert Halsey, Tompkins; 
Qth, William C. Kelly, Seneca; 28th, Josiah Howell, 


Monroe; 29th, Albert Lester, Ontario; 30th, Robert, 
Norges # Steuben; 31st, Oliver Lee, Chautauque; | 


32d, John T. Hudson. Erie; 33d, Geo. Cooley, Wyom- 
ing; 34th, Stanford E. Church, Orleans. 

The following resolutions were adopted by the De- 
mocratic State Convention: 

Resolved, That having expressed our approbation of 
the holding a national convention, appointed our de- 
legates to the same, and thereby assumed the obliga- 
tion of fidelity, and support to the candidate of its 
nomination, we would in the name and behalf of the 
unanimous democracy of the state of New York, re- 
commend our fellow citizen, Martin Van Buren, to 
the consideration of that cenvention. He is our first 
choice for president, and has been made so, not less 
by his long and tried and approved services in public 
life, and his admitted qualifications, than by the man- 
ner of that defeat which he suffered in the overthrow 
of our party in 1840. That was our defeat, as a party, 
and not his failure as a candidate; and we believe that 
his conduct in that memorable delusion, the elevated 
firmness which he evinced in the hour of trial, and 
his calm unclouded confidence in the ultimate recti- 
tude of the people as he retired from office, have gain- 
ed for him a higher place in the popular estimation of 
the country than any success could have done. We 
know that he is now more popular in his native state 
than he ever was before, and we think that the same 
causes must have operated in other states, for the 
same result. That to us, there seems a clear and 
open conviction, that if the democracy of the union do 
but do their duty in 1844, they will gain a glorious 
victory, and we feel that that victory will be toevery 
democrat in the country,a double triumph, if the 
same cause and the same candidate which were put 
down in 1840, by delusion and imposture, should by 
“the sober sécond thought” of an intelligent and pa- 
triotic people, be made triumphant in 1844. 

Resolved, That we do hereby direct and instruct the 
delegates whom we appoint to the National Demo- 


The convention then proceeded’ to vote, when 91 
declared for Martin Van Buren, 36 for Richard M. 
Johnson, and one for Lewis Cass. The choice being 
for Martin Van Buren for president, Richard M. 
Jo'imson was declared by acclamation to be the choice 
for vice president. 

The following resolution was thereupon unani- 
mously adopted: 

Resolved, That the delegates this day appointed to 
represent Pennsylvania in the Baltimore National 
Convention, be, and they are hereby instructed, to 
| vote for, and use all their influence, to effect the no- 
mination of Martin Van Buren for president, and 
col. Richard M. Johnson for vice president. 


Marytann.—State—Wm. Frick, Western Shore; 
Philip F. Thomas, Eastern Shore. 

Ist. District.—James S. Owens; 2d, Daniel S. Bi- 
ser; 3d, Benjamin C. Howard; 4th, John Kettlewell; 
5th, Albert Constable; 6th, James A. Stewart. 

Norra Caroiina.—State.—Louis D. Henry, Chas. 
Fisher. 

The delegates were appointed at a democratic 
state convention, held at Raleigh on the 14th De- 
cember, 1843, at which colonel! Richard Hoke, of 
Lincoln was nominated for governor unanimously. 
The convention did not instruct, but passed resolu- 
tions, approving of the call of a national convention 
in May to nominate candidates for the presidency 
and vice presidency—accompanied with a pledge ‘‘to 
support with a becoming zeal the nominees of that 
convention.” 

The appointment of delegates for the districts, was 
left to district conventions. The following are the 
only appointments we have been able to collect: 

3d District—John Hill, of Stokes county; 5th.— 
Robert Strange. John C. Johnson, alternate. 

Mr. Flill is instructed to vote for Mr. Van Buren; 
Mr. Strange is known to be favorable to Mr. Van 
Buren. 

Georoia—State—Edward J. Black, David J. Bai- 
ey. 

District—W. T..Colquitt, Solomon Hohen, Howill 
Cobb, Mark A.Cooper, Francis H. Cone, John H. 
Howard, John Lamar, Charles Spaulding. 

The convention which appointed these delegates, 
instructed them to vote for Mr. Calhoun. A subse- 
quent convention, held at Milledgeville, on the 11th 
December, 1843, under a recommendation of the de- 
mocratic members of the legislature, held in No- 
vember preceding, adopted unanimously the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

‘Resolved, ‘That the democratic party of this state 
approves the convention to be held at Baltimore in 
May next, for the purpose of nominating candidates 
for the offices of president and vice president of the 
United States, and that said convention should be 
left free to determine upon its mode of organization 





**Be it further resolved, That the nomination of de- 


legates to represent the democratic party of this 


state in said convention, hitherto made, be confirm. 
ed; and that they go thither and cast their votes for 
the candidates for the offices in eens, with the 
sole view of sustaining the principles, harmony and 
unity of the great republican party of the union. 
‘Resolved, That whatever may be the preposses. 
sions of the members of the democratic party of this 
state in favor of any one of the distinguished repub- 
licans whose names have been connected with the 
contemplated nominations, they will asa party sus. 
tain and support the nominees of said convention.” 
Lovisiana.—State—Gilbert Leonard, Thomas Sij- 
dell, S. W. Downs, Augustus Duplantier, W. D, 
Boyle, Z. Ledoux, T. Landry, T. Eawson, Isaac E, 
Morse, Thomas M. Newell. 

1st District—J. McHenry, Thomas M. Wadsworth, 
Charles F. Daunoy, C. Lacoste, E. Lasere; 2d, Thos, 
J. Durant, O. B. Hill, W. W. Pugh, W.C. S. Ven- 
tress, Thomas Williams; 3d, M. G. Penn, A. G How- 
ell, major Butler, J. J. Harmison, F. Bosworth; 4th, 
J.N. T. Richardson, C. Voorhies, D. O’Brian, James 
G. Bryce, P. A. Moore. 

The democratic state convention, (on the 8th Jan. 
1844,) nominated ten state delegates, and five for 
each district; and adopted the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That while we have confidence in all, our 
first choice upon this occasion is Martin Van Buren. 
Resolved, That we recognise in John Caldwell Cal- 
houn, a statesman of exalted intellect and unblemish- 
ed character; as one who would discharge the duties 
of president of the United States in the true spirit of 
the old republican party, and that he is our second 
choice for the presidency. 

Resolved, That the delegates from Louisiana to the 
Baltimore convention, are hereby instructed to sup- 
port the choice of Louisiana for president of the U. 
States as determined by the convention. 
AvaBama—State—Benj. G. Shields, B. M. Lowe, 
of Madison. 

District—P. Philips, Mobile; Isaac W. Hayne, G. 
W. Gayle, Dallas; N. Lockett, alt. John A. Winston, 
Sumpter; Peter Walker, Franklin; David Moore, 
Madison; James G. L. Huey, Taladega. 

These delegates were appointed at a state conven- 
tion, held at Tuscaloosa, on the 4th December, 1844, 
which nominated Mr. Van Buren by a direct vote of 
67, to 50 for Mr. Calhoun. The following resolu- 
tions were adopted by the convention: 


Resolved, That notwithstanding the success of the 
whigs in the election of their candidate for the pres:- 
dency in®1840, the democratic party of the state of 
Alabama have undiminished confidence in the integ- 
rity and ability of Martin Van Buren, of New York, 
and regard his defeat in that year, as the defeat of 
the above principles, [as set forth in a series of re- 
solutions, covering the whole ground on which the 
democratic party stood in 1840,] rather than of the 
man: and this convention, in consideration of his able 
and zealous efforts to sustain these principles, do 
earnestly recommend him, to the democratic conven- 
tion to be held in Baltimore in May next, as the most 
available person to be nominated as the candidate for 
the democratic party for the presidency. 

Resolved, That this convention regard the consist- 
ent, able and long continued services of our distin- 
guished senator, William R. King, in defence of re- 
publican doctrines, as oe high claims upon 
the party, not only of the state, but of the Union, for 
the second office in their gift, and do therefore re- 
commend him as the most available candidate for the 
vice presidency. 

Resolved, That the delegates appointed by this con- 
vention, to attend the National Democratic Conven- 
tion, be, and they are hereby instructed, to use every 
practical effort to secure the nomination of these dis- 
tinguished citizens as the candidates of the democra- 
tic party. 

Resolved, That this convention, and each and every 
of the delegates to the same, pledges itself and them- 
selves to support the nominees of the National De- 
mocratic Convention for the presidency and vice pre- 
sidency of the United States. 

Resolved, That the delegates chosen by this con- 
vention to represent this state in the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention, to be held at Baltimore in May 
next, be, and they are hereby authorised and em- 
powered to fill any vacancy that may occur oF 
exist in their body, by death, resignation, or other- 
wise. 

Resolved, That the delegates to the National Con- 
vention, to be held in May next at Baltimore, in the 
eventof the death or withdrawal of Mr. Van Buren 
from the canvass for the presidency, be and they are 
hereby instructed to vote for the most available demo- 
cralic candidate for that office. : 

(The words italicised in the above were inserted in 
lieu of the words in the original—‘‘to cast the vote of 








and action. 


this state for John C. Calhoun, of South Carolina.) 
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Mississippi. Seventy delegates were appointed by 
the democratic state convention on the 8th January. 
A preference was expressed by the convention for 
Mr. Van Buren over Mr. Calhoun, for president, by 
a vote of 62 to 20—and for Mr. Polk over colonel 
Johnson, for vice president, by 50 to 29. After the 
yote between Messrs. Van Buren and Calhoun was 
taken, a leading friend of the latter moved that the 
nomination of the former be unanimous—which was 

one. 
: TENNESSEE.—State—Levin H. Coe, of Fayette; 
John Blair, Washington. Alternates. F. P. Stan- 
ton, Shelby; R. B. Reynolds, Knox. 


District—R. W. Powell, Carter, W. M. Starkely, 
Monroe; A. Anderson, Knox; S. H. Laughlin, War- 
ren; R. Farqueson, Lincolin; G. Pillow, Maury; W. 
G. Childress, Wm’son; S. R. Anderson, Sumner; 
W. J. Dewitt, Henry; G. T. Taylor, Tipton; John 
A. Gardner, Weakly. Alternates. A. Johnson, 
Green; J. W. Laferty, Grainger; J. W. Blackwell, 
McMinn; A. Cullom, Overton; George W. Jones, 
Lincoln, A. V. Brown, Giles; J. Leiper, Rutherford; 
A. J. Donelson, Davidson; Cave Johnson, Montgo- 
mery; A. Miller, Hardeman; 8. J. Hays, Madison. 

The democratic state convention avowed no pre- 
ference for a candidate for the presidency; but una- 
nimously adopted the following resolation in relation 
to the vice presidency: 


Resolved, That the devoted attachment of James 
K. Polk to the soundest democratic principles, and 
his able, uncompromising, and effective support of 
those principles, through good report and evil report, 
in the state of ‘Tennessee and in the councils of the 
nation, through a series of years—his unblemished 
public and private character, commanding at once 
our respect and our admiration—-entitle him to the 
warmest, highest, and most devoted affections of the 
democracy of Tennessee and of the union—And 
we, the representatives of the democracy of Tennes- 
see, tender him to our political brethren of the Unit- 
ed States, as altogether worthy of the office of vice 
president, with full confidence that his promotion 
will carry forward -and give efficiency and strength 
to the cherished principles of democracy throughout 
the union. 


Arxansas.—State—Samuel Adams, of Johnson, 
Lambert Reardon, of Pulaski, 

District—Thomas B. Hanley, Philips. 

The democratic state ¢onvention held on the 4th 
December, 1843, at Little Rock, recommended Mar- 
tin Van Buren, of New York, for president, and 
James K. Polk, of Tennessee, for vice president of 
the United States, as their first choice—and John C. 
Calhoun for president and Levi Woodbury for vice 
president, as their second choice. 

Oun1o—State—Samuel Medary, of Franklin, James 
J. Faran, of Hamilton. 


Ist District—Nicholas Schoonmaker, of Hamilton; 
2d, Absalom Dunn, of Butler; 3d, Edwin Smith, of 
Montgomery; 4th, J. S. Smith, of Miami; 5th, John 
Alexander, of Allen; Gth, Rodolphus Dickinson, of 
Sandusky; 7th, Jonathan D. Morris, of Clermont; 8th, 
Thomas J. Winship, of Ross; 9th, Samuel Ewing, of 
Fairfield; 10th, John K. Muller, of Knox; 11th, 
Thomas W. Bartley, of Richland; 12th, William 
Wall, of Athens; 13th, James Culbertson, of Perry; 
14th, Gordius A. Hall, of Muskingum; 15th, Willhham 
C. Walton, of Monroe; }Gth, John Johnson, of Cos- 
hocton; 17th, William D. Morgan, of Oolumbiana; 
18th, Samuel Lahm, of Stark; 19th, Joseph Lyman, 
of Portage; 20th, George B. Merwin, of Cuyahoga; 
2ist, Horace K. Kendall, of Lorain. 


. The following resolutions weye unanimously adgpt- 
ed by the democratic state convention, on the 8th 
January, 1844: 

Resolved, ‘hat the senatorial and congressional de- 
legates to the national convention, be and they are 
hereby instructed to support Martin Van Buren, of 
New York, as the candidate of the democratic party 
for president of the United States, at the next elec- 
tion. 

Resolved, That the delegates appointed at the na- 
tional convention, who may attend the same, have 
see to fill all vacancies that may occur in their 

ody; and the persons appointed to fill such vacan- 
cies, are hereby instructed to vote for Martin Van 
Buren for president. ; 

The convention expressed a preference for Richarp 
M. Johnson for vice president. 

+ ILuinois,—District—*Thomas Dyer, substitute, E. 
S. Prescot, *M. Buckmaster, *James C. Sloo, William 
Eliott, jr. William Walters, substitute, William 
Cartwright, *James Dunlop, substitute, EK. M, Daley, 
*J. V. A. Hoes, substitute, 1. A. Southworth. ; 

State delegates not ascertained. ] 

Instructed to vote for Mr. Van Buren and colonel 
Jobnson. 

Micuican.—Senatorial—Robert S. Wilson, Wash: 
tenaw, J. E. Johnson, St. Joseph. 











Districts—Authony Ten Eyck, (Detroit), Wayne; 

Bamual G. Watson, Oakland; Edward Bradley, Cal- 
oun. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopt- 
tie the democratic state convention, 8th January, 

Resolved, That entertaining these views of public 
measures, we most cordially co-operate with our 
sister state of New York in presenting to the nation 
her favorite son, Martin Var Buren, as the choice of 
the democracy of Michigan for the next presidency; 
as a citizen, pure in private life, whose hele public 
career as a statesman is identified with the principles 
we profess, and who, in his elevated administration 
of the government from 1837 to 184], evinced talents 


of the highest order, an integrity unapproachable by 7 


corruption, a wisdom that looked alone to the public 
good, a firmness unawed by the rage of faction, and 
an equanimity undisturbed by the most reckless ca- 
lumny that ever before assailed a faithful public ser- 
vant. 

Resolved, That the salutary monition of the im- 
mortal Jefferson—‘‘Is he honest, is he capable, is he 
faithful to the constitution?” should never be lost 
sight of by the sovereign people, whose decrees are 
Pt ey by and through the elective franchise, 

xperience in public affairs, moral fitness for station, 
and the advacacy of appropriate public measures, do 
not, and should not constitute all the recommendation 
to a high public office, but the purity of private life, 
and a practical observance and devotion to the laws of 
the country, form an essential requisite in the charac. 
ter of a candidate for the chief magistracy of the 
union. In all these respects Martin Van Buren stands 
preeminent and beyond reproach. 

Resolved, That a majority of the delegates elected 
to attend the National Democratic Convention be 
and they are hereby authorised to supply any vacan- 
cy that may occur in said delegation. 





MEETING OF THE CONVENTION, 
Mownpay, May 7. 

The committee of reception had a room in North 
street, where the delagates as they arrived were re- 
quested to report themselves, and arrangements 
were suggested for their occommodation. 

The Egyptian Saloon in the Odd Fellows Hall, 
North Gay street, one of the largest halls in the 
city, was engaged to hold the meetings in, and fix- 
tures were provided to accommodate reporters. 

At 12 o’clock the apartment was literally cram- 
ed. The Sun remarks of them, ‘In their united ca- 

acity they presented as respectable and dignified a 
oe as we have ever seen convened on a similar or 
any other occasions. ‘Ihe familiar faces of honorable 
gentlemen, whose talents, elevated position, and po- 
pular character have made their names and fame 
household words throughout the country, were en- 
countered atevery glance by the eye practised in 
the political world; while others composing the as- 
sembly, maintained, in all appearance, that dignifi- 
ed character, which tothe observer pervaded the 
whole.” 

Mr. Saunders, of N. Carolina, suggested as a pre~ 
liminary organization, that Hendrick B. Wright, of 
Pennsylvania, be appointed chairman, which being 
approved, he was conducted to the chair. 

Mr. Saunders, then proposed that Wm. F. Ritchie, 
son of the veteran ediiorof the Richmond Enquirer, 
be nominated as secretary of the convention. Una- 
nimously adopted. 

Mr. Saunders, briefly referring to the success 
which followed the nominations of the convention of 
1832, proposed a resolution that this convention be 
regulated by the same rules which they were goy- 
erned by. 

According to those rules, it would require two- 
thirds to agree upon the candidate, to effect a nomi- 
nation. Upon this point there were of course, strong 
objections by a part of the convention. 

Mr. Cave Johnson, of Tennessee, objected to 
adopting rules, before ascertaining what delegates 
were inattendance qualified to vote, and moved that 
a committee be appointed to examine the credentials 
of those in attendance. 

Mr. Clifford, of Maine, hoped that the resolution 
would be withdrawn until the right of delegates to 
seats was ascertained. He alluded to rumors that 
some of the states had sent more delegates than they 
were entitled to. This ought to be ascertained be- 
fore rules were adopted. 

Mr. Saunders defending the proposition he had 
made, and contending that every one present, claim- 
ing to be a member, had a right to vote in the pre- 
liminary proceedings necessary for the permanent 
organization of the convention, insisted that it 
was according to the precedents of 1832 and 1835, 
neither new por novel. 

Mr. Culquitt, of Georgia, hoped that harmony 
would be preserved. Every sacrifice should be made 


to effect this object, and carry out the purposes for 
which they had assembled. If there was any diffi- 
culty in the minds of gentlemen about voting for 
the resolution, he hoped it would be withdrawn, 
until the credentials of gentlemen were examined. 

Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia, said, that withdrawing 
the resolution would not obviate the difficulty. The 
same objection would apply to any proposition—the 
one the gentleman from Tennessee Fad himself pro- 
posed was as liable to the same objection. 

Further proceedings were suspended, on the chair- 
man announcing the Rev. Dr. G. D. Johns, and 
the Rev. J. N. McJilton, the first of whom, then 
fervently addressed the Throne of Grace; the latter 
read a scripture Jesson from the 118th Psalm. 

- On the chairman resuming his seat, 

Marcus Morton, esq., of Massachusetts, resumed 
the discussion, in favor of withdrawing Mr. Saun- 
ders’ resolution. 

Much confusion occurred at this period, and it was 
difficult to ascertain what was said. Mr. M. sug- 
gested some modification of the proceedings,—not 
understood, 

Mr. Hubbard, of N. Hampshire, called for the 
reading of the resolution adopted by the convention 
of 1832. 

Senator Walker, of Mississippi, read from Nixes’ 
Nationat Register, a resolution which was adopt- 
ec with great unanimity by the convention alluded 
to, and then drafted one therefrom, which, after be- 
ing slightly amended, was unanimously adopted, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That a cammittee consisting of one from 
each state be appointed to report the number of the 
delegations from each state. 

Mr. Saunders, meantime had withdrawn his reso- 
lution for the present. 

Mr. Jewett, of Maine, offered a resolution in con- 
nection with the above, that the committee report 
the number of votes to which each state is entitled, 
according to the electoral vote of the state. 

This, on motion of Mr. Cave Johnson, was amend- 
ed by requiring them to examine into the validity of 
eredentials, and in this shape it was adopted. 

A gentleman from N, Carolina, announcing himself 
as ‘ta plain farmer” made some pertinent remarks on 
the confusion which prevailed—the want of order— 
and the necessity of deliberation. He pointed out 
cases—persons standing on the seats, occupying the 
aisles, &c. and suggested adjourning to a more com- 
modious hall. 

Reply was made that it had been ascertained that 
this was the largest room to be obtained in the city. 

Some further conversation on this and other topics 
ensued. 

Mr. Cave Johnson, moved to adjourn to 3 o’clock, 
but withdrew the motion at the snggestion of 

Mr B. F. Butler of New York, who agreed with 
the gentleman from N. Carolina, that order should 
be maintained, and the good name of the assembly 
maintained. He called attention to the rules adopted 
by the conventions of 1732, 1835, and 1840, under 
-which perfect harmony was preserved, A commit- 
tee in those cases, had been appointed consisting of 
one from each state, to report rules for the govern- 
ment of the convention. If no other gentleman would 
move for such a committee he would do so. 

Mr. Saunders had withdrawn his resolution to 
allow the committee on credentials to be appointed 
and notified that he should renew it so soon as that 
committee performed their office. 


Mr. Henry, of North Carolina said, as the conven- 
tion had already passed certain resolutions, the next 
business in order was to carry the provisions of the 
resolutions into effect; and he moved that the states 
be called. 

It was agreed that the delegation from each state, 
as the name was called, should name one person, to 
act upon the committee on credentials, According 
to this arrangement the following gentlemen com- 
prised the Committee on Credentials. Maine, Mr. 
Stetson; New Hampshire, Gov. Hubbard; Massachu- 
setts, Mr. Bancroft; Vermont, Mr. Hunt; Rhode Is- 
land, Mr. Below; Connecticut, Mr. Towson; New 
York, Mr. H. K. Smith; New Jersey, Mr, P. B. 
Kennedy; Pennsylvania, Mr. J. Bredin; Maryland, 
Gen. B. C. Howard; Delaware, Mr. J. N. Sutton; 
Virginia, Mr. W. H. Roane; North Carola, Mr. 
John Hill; South Carolina, vacancy; Alabama, Mr. 
Shields; Mississippi, Hon. R. J. Walker; Louisiana, 
Mr. Leonard, Tennessee, Hon. Cave Johuson; Ken- 
tucky, Hon. J. W. Tibbatts, Qhio, T, W, Bartley; 
Indiana, Mr. Wright; Illinois, Mr. J. Dunlap; Mis- 
souri, Mr. T. M. Price; Michigan, Mr. R. S. Wilson; 
Georgia, Mr. F. H. Cone; Arkansas, Mr. Fulton. 

South Carolina is not represented in the conven- 
tion. 

Mr. Nuttall, of Kentucky, made some spirited re- 

marks in relation to a suspicion entertained by some, 
| that individuals might intrude themselves as delega- 





Me, 

© 

r - 
: ae 
‘ie 
an 
a ts 
it oi 
Py hs ‘ 

me 
Rs 
i 
eg 


4 
cia 
Re 
> 
- 
x 
oF 


= 


ance 


See ay RE ie be” 
) 2 One, & 
Me . peat ws 
‘ 





2:4 NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JUNE 1, 1844—DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION. 








tes, without due authority. He rejected with ener- 
_ declamation the idea that any member of the 

emocratic party would be guilty ofsuch an act.— 
He held that the highest and the lowest member of 
that party were equally above such a species of de- 
ception. Such a thought had never entered his mind 
and never would. , 

Mr. Butler now proposed the resolution above al- 
luded to by him from the record of the proceedings 
of former conventions. 

Mr. Thompson of Mississippi, and Mr. Henry of 
North Carolina opposed the motion and it was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. Henry of North Carolina, moved that the 
states be now called, in order to receive the reports 
from the committee, consisting of representatives of 
the various delegations. 

Mr. Smith, of New York, said he understood that 
the chairmen of the several delegations were not 
only to examine the credentials of their own mem- 
bers, but to meet together and pass upon the validity 
of the credentials of members from other states.— 
He was a member of the convention in 1835, and 
thought this was the course pursued. 

The chairman said such was not bis understand- 
ing. 

‘Mr. Bredon, of Pensylvania, was a member in 1835, 
and confirmed the recollection of Mr. Smith. 

Whereupon, a member suggested that as the re- 
solve already adopted raised a committee of twenty- 
six, who could not reportas directed by the motion 
now under consideration, that therefore the pending 
motion was not in order. 

Mr. Smith, of New York, re-stated his views as to 
the committee already appointed being a single com- 
mittee, and not twenty-six (twenty-five, he should) 
have said) separate committees. 

Mr. Hubbard, of New Hampshire, said he had 
the honor of presenting the motion for the raising of 
the committee in 1832. 1t was acommittee of twenty- 
six—a joint committee— and, as such, must examine 
all the credentials and report in a proper manner.— 
They were invested with the privilege of seeing all 
the credentials from all the states. It had been 
done in 1832, 1835, and in 1840. 

Mr. Kettlewell, of Maryland, thought if there was 
necessity for examination in 1840, such a course was 
doubly necessary in 1844. 

A member (name unknown) then rose and carn- 
estly maintained that the committee was a joint one, 
who should enquire into the right of every individ- 
ual to his seat, urging as a strong reason therefor 
the imputation which rested on the convention of 
1832 for admitting a certain delegate, who syled 
himself Rucker, to cast the vote of the entire state. 

The convention then on motion of Mr Hopkins of 
Va. adjourned to four o'clock, to enable the commit- 
tee to report. 





The session was quite an exciting one, but there! 
was no breach of gentlemanly courtesy on the part! 
of the members. Towards the conclusion of the de- 
bate, the resolution which was-the subject of the 
discussion was read, and plajnly sustained the views 
resented as to its intention of orginating a joint 
cou.mittee, who were to examine all the credentials. 

AFTERNOON SESSION—4 P. M. 

The chairman called the convention to order, and_ 
announced the first business in order to be the report 
of the committee on credentials. 

Governor Hubbard, the chairman of that commit- 
tee, stated that they would report in a few minutes. 

Mr. Hammett, of Massachusetts, suggested the 
propriety of excluding all but the delegates, and 
closing doors—so as to admit spectators to the gal- | 
lery only. He alluded to an alarm the whig conven-| 
tion experienced from the apprehension of the floor! 
of their apartment giving way. Certainly there was| 
more cause for apprehension from the far qweightier | 
body now present. . 

Mr. Harker of the committee of reception, stated | 
thal arrangements had been made to that effect. 

Mr. Frazier, of Lancaster, hoped that the people 
would be admitted to any portion of the hall not oc- 
cupied by the convention; or if gentlemen desired 
to exclude them, it could be better accomplished by 





addressing them in front of the house, on the great! 


principles of the democratic party. 

Mr. Hopkins, of Va., thought it would be best to 
exclude all persons from the hall, not entitled to ad- 
mission as delegates. 

it was finally concluded to Jay the matter over un- 
til the convention should bave decided on the rules 
for its regulation. 

Mr. Bredon, of Pa., asked leave of absence for Mr. 
Frazier, that he might address the multitude before 
the house, Granted. 

Mr. Hubbard, chairman of the committee on dele- 
gations and credentials, now stated that the absence 


| committee was unanimously of opinion that the de- 


legates now present were entitled to seats in that ca- 
pacity. But asingle exception had been presented 
to the committee, and that was in the case of a Mr. 
Berry, of the New Jersey delegation from Mercer 
county, who had been selected by the people of that 
county in convention, instead of by the state conven- 
tion. © 

The committee had also ascertained that there 
were from some of the states a smaller delegation 
than they were entitled to in the convention, and in- 
stanced Louisiana, which had a congressional repre- 
sentation of 6 and but a delegation of 2. 

Judge Bredin, of Pennsylvania, then submitted a 
resolution providing for the appointment of a com- 
mittee to select permanent officers for the convention, 
nd, was subsequently laid on the table for the time 

eing. 

» Mr. Ingersoll, of Pa., now called up the resolution 
of Mr. Bredon, for the appointment of a committee 
of one from each state to nominate permanent offi- 
cers for the convention. ‘The resolution was adopted; 
ana the following committee was appointed, the de- 
Jegation of each state naming their man as they were 
called over. 

Committee to nominate officers:—Maine, Mr. N. 
Clifford; N. Hampshire, Mr. J. Eaton; Massachu- 
setts, Mr. Abbett; Vermont, Mr. E. B. Norris; R. 
island, Mr. H. Wiliard; Connecticut, Mr. N. Bil- 
lings; N. York, Mr. E. Corning; N. Jersey, Mr. J. 
M. Hartshorne; Pennsylvania, Mr. J. R. Shannon; 
Maryland, Mr. P. F. Thomas; Delaware, Mr. W. H. 
Ross; Virginia, Gen’l Chapman; N. Carolina, Mr. 
Blunt; Georgia, Hon. W. T. Colquit; Alabama, Mr. 
P. Williams; Mississippi, Mr. Thompson; Louisiana, 
Mr. Leonard; Tennessee, Mr. A. V. Brown; Kentuc- 
ky, Mr. Richard French; Arkansas, Mr. E. Cross; 
Ohio, Mr. S. Medairy; Indiana, Mr. W. A. Bolle; 
Illinois, Mr. D. Buckmaster; Missouri, Mr. J. Mil- 
ler; Michigan, Mr. O. V. Dibble. 

The committee retired to an adjoining apartment 
to prepare their report. 

A resolution was now proposed, that each state be 
allowed the same number of votes she would be en- 
tled to in the electoral college, without regard to the 
number of her delegates in attendance. The resolu- 
tion was, however, immediately withdrawn. 

Mr. BL. F. Butler, of N. York, was in favor of the 
proposition, and suggested to the gentleman to offer 
it again. 

Mr. Senator Walker, thought the resolution un- 
suitable unless coupled by the usages of the party. 

The chairman ruled this decision out of order, the 
resolution having been withdrawn. 

The chairman of the committee on delegations and 
credentials, Mr. Hubbard, observed that there were 
ne delegates in attendance from South Carolina. 


Mr. Szunders, of North Carolina, now brought 
forward his resolution requiring two-thirds to make 
a nomination, which, he said, the gentleman from N. 
York seemed disinclined to come up to in the mor- 
ning, but it was again laid upon the table for the pre- 
sent, to enable 

Mr. Hubbard, to make a final report in writing, 
from the committee on delegations and credentials. 
The report stated the number of delegates each state 
was entitled to, and the number present and absent. 
The report was read. 

Mr. Hammett, of Massachusetts, suggested to dis- 
pense with reading the names. Loud cries from all 
parts of the hall, ‘‘no, no!’ “tread them, read them!” 
They were read. [See in the table.] 

Number of delegates in attendance,—From Maine 9, 
New Hampshire 6, Massachusetts 12, Vermont 6, 
Rhode Island 4, Connecticut 6, New York 36, New 
Jersey 7, Pennsylvania 26, Delaware 2, Maryland 8, 
Virginia 53, Georgia 10, Alabama 5, Mississippi 14, 
Louisiana 2, Tennessee 13, Kentucky 29, Ohio 23, 


| Indiana 12, Illinois 9, Michigan 5, Missouri 8, Ar- 


kansas 3—total 308. The report was then unani- 
mously adopted. ° 
THE TWO-THIRDS RULE. 

Mr. Saunders’ proposition now came up:— 

Mr. Butler, of New York, made a few remarks in 
reply to the intimation of Mr. Saunders, that he 
(Mr. B.) was disinclined to come up to the mark, on 
this question. He had only objected to this question 
being considered before duly organizing the conven- 
tion. He thought it ought to await the appointment 
of the permanent officers. 

Senator Walker, was opposed to further delay on 
this proposition, and resumed the argument he had 
commenced in the morning in behalf of the prece- 
dents, which he read from the official records in 
Niles’ Register, of the conventions of 1832 and 1835. 
The two third rule had prevailed on those occasions, 
and why should it be abandoned now? Upon the re- 
sults of the deliberations cf those conventions, the 





of the committee he regretted deprived him of the 
use of the report, but he was able to state that the 





flag of the omega had been carried on to victory. 
The nomination of General Jackson in '32 had been 


———— a, 


os 


by acclamation, but on the nomination of yice presi- 
dent the two-third rule had been adepted, and Mr. 
Van Buren had been chosen. In the convention of 
May 9, 1835, the two-third rule had also prevailed 
upon a reconsideration of the vote of the preced- 
ing day, making the nomination by a majority. 1t 
should be plainly understood, the gentleman conti- 
nued, that the majority in the convention represented 
but a minority of the democratic party. The states 
of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and one or two 
others, exhibited a majority of votes in the conven- 
tion, but certainly they represented a large minority 
of the democracy; and if this system is to prevail, 
the consequence must be the disorganization of the 
party—its overthrow and prostration. He opposed 
a departure from the two-third rule as an abandon- 
ment of democratic principles; it was to resign all 
the hopes and prospects of the party to the contro] 
of a minority, and could but terminate in disorgani. 
zation, division, and defeat; it was to send forth the 
flag or rather the shroud of the democracy, to a 
hopeless struggle amongst the people, and to consign 
the democratic party to the hands of those whose 
motto would appear to be ‘‘rule or ruin.” 

Mr. W. warmed with his subject, and at times 
spoke with great animation,—and was loudly cheer- 
ed on one hand, and as heartily hissed on the other. 
The president very promptly and spiritedly rebuked 
those disorderly demonstrations,—but his authority 
was not sufficient to prevent their repetition occa- 
sionally. 

Some sharp, brief remarks were uttered by seve. 
ral members afler Mr. W. took his seat, when, 


Mr. Jewett, of Maine, recalled the convention to a 
recollection that they were acting in the presence of 
the American people,—in the presence of whig re- 
porters, for whig papers,—and entreated that they 
would act calmly and dispassionately. He then sub- 
mitted a resolution, that a committee of one from 
each state be appointed to draft rules for the govern- 
ment of the convention. 

Mr. Butler, of New York, seconded the resolution, 
and observed, that had it not been proposed, he would 
have proceeded to reply to Mr. Walker’s argument 
at once,—but he would yield the floor with a view to 
the adoption of this resolution, which he hoped would 
pass. 


By what process this resolution was allowed to 
supercede that which the convention had previously 
under discussion, we are not able to detect. 

Mr. Saunders, however, contrived to bring his own 
proposition again into view, by moving to strike out, 
from Mr. Jewett’s resolution, all after the word 
“Resolved,” and insert, in the stead the resolution 
originally offered by himself. 

Mr. Walker hoped that his friend from North Ca 
rolina would withdraw the proposition and Jet the 
vote be taken upon Mr. Jewett’s resolution as of- 
fered. 


Mr, Saunders was desirous to oblige his friend 
from Mississippi, and he might, perhaps, do so yet 
before he took his seat. For the present, however, 
he wished to say some few words upon the resolu- 
lion. Mr. S. then gave the history of the rules 
adopted by the conventions of 1832 and 1835. The 
principles involved in them were three—one that 
each state should have the same number of votes in 
the convention, asshe was entitled to in the electo- 
ral college. ‘The second was, that each delegation 
should give the vote of the state represented by it as 
the delegates might determine among themselves.— 
The third was, the rule requiring two-thirds of the 
convention to make a choice of candidates. Mr. 5S. 
then detailed the proceedings had upon the adoption 
of these rules. He had submitted the resol ition in 
1832, which embodied the two-third principle. It 
was referred to a committee, reported upon, and the 
report adopted. In 1835 the same resolution was 
placed in his hands by another member and he again 
offered it. It was again referred to the committee on 
the rules, who submitted a report embody ing the ma- 
jority principle which was adopted. The next day it 
was reconsidered, the majority principle abandoned, 
and the two-third principle substituted. 


Thus Mr. S. maintained, that these proceedings fur- 
nished precedents, according to common law princi- 
ples, for the action of this and every subsequent con- 
vention. He was for principles, not men;—the two- 
third was a component part of democratic principles. 


Considerable of Mr. 8.’s speech was occupied in 
exhibiting the unfairness of the manner in which the 
Globe had stated the proceedings of previous conven- 
tions.on this point, proving that they had siot told 
“the whole truth” which had they done, would have 
exactly contradicted the impression which their pub- 
lication was designed to produce. 

Mr. Benjamin F. Butler, of New York, now oc- 
cupied the floor for an hour, in opposition to the two- 





third rule, and in support of the good old doctrine of 
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democracy, that the majority should rule. He con- 
sidered himself bound in duty to maintain the prin- 


convention. He denied the doctrine of precedents 
in its application to this convention. He had form- 
ed his character upon the principles which had ani- 
mated that apostle of democracy, Thomas Jefferson, 
and where would the gentleman find a precedent for 
the Declaration of Independence? Where a prece- 
dent for the constitution of the United States? If the 
doctrine of precedents was to prevail, might there 
not be found a precedent for a United States bank, 
in the fact that Washiagton had deemed it expedient 
to sign a bill for its charter? Even a precedent for 
a United States bank, that monster which General 
Jackson had destroyed, and thereby conferred a grea- 
ter blessing upon the people of this country, than 
even by the victory at New Orleans. Gentlemen 
have alluded to the precedent of 1840. He regret- 
ted that any member of the convention should con- 
descend to such allusion; to refer to a period that had 
left an almost indelible stigma on the nation; a peri- 
od when reason had been debauched amid log cabins, 
hard cider, and coon skins. [Here the speaker was 
interrupted by a tremendous burst of applause, thrice 
repeated, and Mr. Butler himself became so much 
animated, that he leaped from the floor and stamped 
with involuntary and enthusiastic energy, as if tread- 
ing beneath his feet the object of his loathing.] 


Proceeding to enquire into the probable operation 
of the two-third rule, Mr. B. strenuously argued 
against its adoption. He made allusion to certain 
caucusing and contriving, by which it was hoped to 
avert the well ascertained disposition of the majority 
of the democracy. He had been appointed a dele- 
gate to the convention, and accepted his credentials, 
as did his colleagues, with instructions to support 
and do all in their power to secure the nomination of 
a certain person, (V. B.) By consenting to the adop- 
tion of the two-third rule, he with them would prove 
unfaithful to their trust and their honor. He knew 
well that in voting by simple majority, the friend he 
was pledged to support, would receive ten to fifteen | 
majority, and consequently the nomination. If two- | 
thirds should be required to make a choice, that 
friend must inevitably be defeated, and that defeat) 
caused by the action of states which could not be} 
claimed as democratic. He predicted, if the rule, 
should be carried, dismembermentand final breaking | 
up of the party. If people persisted in going for | 
men and not measures, a black flag would be raised 
over them—the pall of death would shroud their 
hopes, and a funeral dirge mightbe sung. The can- 
vention would have to adjourn sine die without effect- 
ing a nomination at all. Delegates had been sent 
here to act, they could not like a legislative body lay 
aside or postpone the subject before them; they must} 
perform the work they were sent here to do, other- | 
wise the convention would be a nullity—a felo de se. 
—ii would, to usa vulgar, though significant and | 
appropriate phrase, cut its own throat-—put the pis- 
tol to its own head and blow out its own brains— 
plunge the dagger into its own heart. 

Mr. B. had spoken toan amendment which he had 
introduced for the purpose of remark, and closed 
with its withdrawal. 

Mr. Clifford, chairman of the committee appoint- 
ed to nominate permanent officers for the conven- 
tion, being now prepared to report, the debate was 
suspended to enable him to do so, and the repart be- 
ing immediately unanimously adopted, the following 
were named as, 

OFFICERS OF THE CONVENTION. 

President—H. C. Wright, of Pennsylvania. 

Vice presidents—S. Emory, of Maine; H. Hubbard, 
of New Hampshire; H. H. Childs, of Massachusetts; 
L. B. Hunt, of Vermont; Q. Ballon, of Rhode Is- 
land; R. J. Ingersojl, of Conn; Samuel Young, of 
New York; Jos. E. Edsell,of New Jersey; J. L. 
Dawson, of Pa; Wm. Frick, of Maryland; J. N. 
Sutton, of Del.; W. H. Roane, of Virginia; R. M. 
Saunders, of North Carolina; J. H. Howard, of 
Georgia; B. G. Shields, of Alabama; P. Ellis, of 
Mississippi; T. M. Williams, of Louisiana; Cave 
Johnson, of Tennessee: Lyun Boyd, of Kentucky; 








Butler. 


nor conferred, and urged the convention to harmony, | rules are to be taken up or put down, twisted and 


at the sacrifice of personal preferences and prejudi- 
ces, upon the altar of their common country and in 


‘turned to secure the empty glory of a nomination 
by a mere majority. If N. York has sent her delega- 


redemption of their pledges to the democratic faith. tes here with such instructions, she has not done it in 


This was the occasion to prove that they were for | 
“measures, not men.”? These remarks were warmly 
applauded. 
The debate was now resumed on 
THE TWO-THIRD RULE. 
Mr. Tibbatts, of Kentucky, took the floor in favor 
of Mr. Saunders’ amendment, and in reply to Mr. 


for a particular individual in any event. 
ted if he had understood the gentleman aright. He | 


a spirit of democratic brotherhood and good faith. 


N. York, it has been shown, voted for the two-third 
rule in the conventions of 1832 and 1835, and is this 


a time to abandon such a principle? Is this the hour, 


when darkness and gicom over-hang our heads, to 


retreat from principles which have been adopted as 
vital to success? When the flag of the enemy has 
He had understood that gentleman to ex- | been thrown vauntingly to the winds, in all the pride 
press his determination to adhere to his preference | of anticipated victory? 


And whena campaign has 


He regret- | been projected, which by the means to be used, in 
their application to the passions of the people, threat- 


had himself come here with a preference for a dis-|ens a more disastrous result to the democratic party 
tingished sonof Kentucky, the Hon. Richard M. | than that of 1840, with its log cabins, hard cider, and 





Johnson. With regard to precedent, he thought the 


coon skins? And in referring to which, said Mr. W., 


gentleman from New York, while denying its influ- | I thought the gentleman from New York had been 
ence on one had, seemed to respect it on the other, | touched in sympathetic cord, when I saw him give 
by referring to precedents in favor of the rule of the , three or four jumps from the floor, pr gal and 


majority. After advocating the two-third rule, Mr. | the finest specimen of tall vaulting 


F. remarked that if his favorite candidate for the (Roarsoflaughter) Really I never saw him cut 


nomination failed to obtain the unanimous vote of such a prank before. 


(Laughter.) Mr Walker con- 


the convention, the Kentucky delegation would sacri- | tinued his remarks, directing them chiefly to the 


fice him with a ready will. 
brother of Col. Johnson heartily joining in it.) 


[Great applause, the | democratie character of the two-third rule, and re- 
It | ferred to the success of the veto of Gen. Jackson 


was said that Mr. Van Buren could not obtain a yote | onthe bank which the two-third rule successfully 
of two-thirds of this convention; and if the same established. Alluding to the course of the New York 
fact was true with reference to Col. Johnson, and delegation on this subject, he oharacterized it as 
his friends should adhere to him with the same tena- 3N attempt at dictation, and denounced their poli- 
city as that manifested for Mr. Van Bnren by his , Cy as unwise and dangerous, especially at the pres- 
friends, the slaughter of Tecumseh and the common | ent moment when the party was encompassed with 
enemy in the battle in which he fell, would not be |So much doubt and difficulty that its very existence, 


half so great as that which would fall upon the demo- 
cracy of the country. He could not believe that the 
gentleman from N. York would continue his adhe- 
rence to the determination he had avowed. He be- 
lieved Mr. Van Buren was the last man who would 
desire his friends to sacrifice the party to the hope 
of his individual advancement. 

Governor Hubbard, regretted that the subject of 
rules had not been permitted to go to a committee 
yesterday, the business would have been settled and 
all the difficulties that now exist would have been 
prevented. He hoped that the gentleman fromN. 
Caroiina would withdraw his amendment, and per- 
mitthe vote to be taken upon the original proposi- 
i He was against 





} 
tion of the member from Maine. 
the two-thirds principle, and thought the whole mat- 
ter could be satisfactorily arranged in a report from 
a committee. 

Mr. Saunders declined to withdraw his amend- 
ment. | 
Governor Morton, of Massachusetts, was anxious 
that the convention should at once give a direct vote } 
upon the question. He thought that the present dis- | 
cussion was not the most suitable way to employ the 
time of the body. He was, he said, in the habitof 
advancing his opinions in strong and plain language, | 
and he hoped that no exception would be taken to 
any thing that he might say. He thought that the | 
majority principle was the true one of the democra- | 
tic party. The views which had been advanced on) 
the other side of the question were mainly based 
upon precedent. 
ly applied here. We were in danger of relying too 


| 
| 
| 


was recognized in all the different ramifications of 
society. ‘The state, county,and township conven- 
tions were all governed by this rule. We meethere 


men are true men and our differences are mere pre- 
ferences. Some of us must vield, and who should 
it be, the majority or the minority? 


Mr. Senator Walker, next took the floor in reply 
to Mr. Butler of N. Y. whom he had yesterday lis- 
tened to with calmness though he had wielded 
againsthim the sabre of Saladin in one hand, and 
he broad sword of Richard in the ather, but he had 


Win. S. Fullens, of Arkansas; N. Schomacher, of| not wounded him, for he knew there was no gall and 


Ohio; E. A. Brown, of Indiana; J. Snowyof Illinois; 
J. Kauffman, of Missouri; R. S. Wilson, of Michi- 
gan. 

Secretaries—Wm. F. Ritchie, of Virginia; T. B. 
Mitchell, of New York; G. A. Vroom, of N. Jer- 
sey; C. A. Bradford, of Mississippi; H. H. Carroll, 
of New Hampshire; W. D. Morgan, of Ohio. 


bitterness in his heart. He knew the long intimate 
friendship; personal and political, which had existed 
between the gentleman from New York and the man 
of his cheice, and he was confident that it had blind- 
ed his judgment on the question before the house. 
The delegation from New York, he understood, had 
come here with instructions to vote for the rescission 


It being now half pastseven o’clock, on motion, | of the two-third rule, not to secure the success— 


the convention adjourned, to meet at nine next morn- 


ing. 
TuESDAY MORNING, 28th May. 


that is impossible—but the empty honor of a nomi- 
nation ofa particular individual. Thus according 
to his own argument if the nomination of Mr. Van 


The convention assembled, the permanent officers| Buren could only be accomplished by the adoption 





presiding. On taking the chair, Mr.*Wright re-| of the two-third rule, we should find him the warm 


turned his acknowledgment for the unexpected ho- 








He did not think that they proper- | 


much upon precedent—let us go upon principle. He | 
had endeavored when at school to understand the | in good earnest in the next. New York had a choice, 
true principles of republicanism. He well recol-' and had expressed it, but ifa majority of the con- 
lected the nominations of Jefferson and others, and | vention did not confirm that choice, she would go for 
the majority principle had always ruled. Jn fact it | any other candidate who could obtain such majority. 

| He argued of course, in favor of the majority vote, 


advocate of that principle. Thus it appears that 


in the opinion of some, was in jeopardy. Is it good 
policy now, in the dark hour of the party, to pull 
down one of its fundamental principle:? I think, 
not, and | warn gentlemen thatifit isdone and Mr. 
Van Buren is nominated, it will secure the election 
of Mr. Clay. If,on the contrary, a proper man is 


selected under this rule, such a shout will go up from 
the democracy as has not been heard since the elec- 


tion of Mr. Jefferson, and a glorious triumph will be 
the result. 


Mr. Rantoul, of Massachusetts, advocated Mr.Saun 
ders’ amendment, and urgedconciliationand the im- 
portance of measures in preferenceto men. He saw 
how essential it was that the nominee of this conven- 
tion should have the largest possible vote it could bes- 
tow, to effect that unanimity and harmony of the 
party which only could ensure the defeat of Henry 
Clay. If any gentleman who might be named could 
not obtain the vote of two-thirds cfthat convention his 
election could not be hoped for. 

The ‘question question” was now loudly called for. 

Mr. Dickinson of New York, however, by patience, 
perseverance and some pleasantry, obtained a hearing 
and proceded to oppose the two third principle with 
decided ability—the more effectual for the humor in 
which it abounded. He had no objection to mem- 
bers giving Mr. Van Buren a vote of two thirds—he 
should rejoice to see it—but that gentleman was en- 
titled to the nomination at the hands of a majority. — 
He had come here instructed by New York, to vote 
for her favorite son, as the most efficient candidate 
for the presidency. It wastrue New York had been 
defeated in the last contest, but she would not only 
call upon Hercules, but put the shoulder to the wheel 


and maintained that this was the great fundamental 


|law of the people, who would themselves ratify it if 
on terms of equality, and with a view to select the | present, and the convention had heretofore improper- 
individual who is most likely to succeed. Al! of our| ly departed from it. 


Mr. Medary, of Ohio, opposed the amendment, as 
violating the true democratic principle that a majority 
should rule, which had been observed even by the 
whigs of Massachusetts, who, although it was alleg- 
_ed they had despotically ruled thatstate fora num- 
ber of years, had resigned all their powers and autho- 
rity to a majority of barely one vote. How much 
more, was it incumbent on the great democratic 
party to bow in submission to the majority? Accord- 
ing to Mr. Kendall’s narrative of the Texian Santa 
Fe expedition, the lives of that whole company had 
been saved from the blood-thirsty daggers of their 
barbarous captors bya bare majority efone vote, 
and isthe democracy of this country legs civilized 
than the savages who had thus shown submissive res- 
pect to the will of a majority? He would not mana- 
cle the party by sanctioning any such principle as 
the two-thirds system, lest it might hereafter be turn- 
ed against them to the serious detriment of the inte- 
rests of his party. Give us a candidate by a bare 
majority if you will, said Mr. M., and we promise 
you one of the most splendid fights for it in Ohio that 
you ever saw. 
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The happy influence of femaie civility, over the 
discordant passions of man, even in the full tide of 
blood and tension of sinews, was now pleasantly 
illustrated. The attention of the president was invited 


to a splendid boquet, which a gentleman stated he had’ 


been requested to present to the president of the 
convention, by a democtatic lady of this city. He 
had only to add asingle remark, thatthe lady who 
presented them was fairer than the flowers she had 
sent. {Immense AT OTP 

The president received the boquet, and in the name 
of the convention, presented his sincere acknowledg- 
ments to the lady for so elegant a token of her 
regard, and hoped that she might live to disseminate 
the principles she professed. [Great applause.] 

r. Saunders, of North Carolina, proposed that 
the president return the thanks of the convention to 
the fair lady who had manifested her interest to the 
cause of democracy in this elegant and appropriate 
manner. The motion was carried, with a regular 
round of applause, and an amendment attached that 
the thanks of the president be presented in person. 


Mr. Saunders then turned toa gentleman of the 
Massachusetts delegation, who had on the previous 
even ing responded in a brief contradiction to his re- 
marks on an extract in the Globe. An explanation 
ensued satisfactory, to both parties. 


Mr. Keyser, of Missouri, also addressed the con- 
vention against the rule; and, towards the close of 
the debate—which was generally animated, exciting, 
vehement, interposed occasiorally by remarks which 
elicited much merriment—there was much desultory 
conversation, resulting in no action, between Messrs. 
Saunders, Butler, Hubbard, Toucey, Jewett, and 
Walker. 


he debate having now been continued for about 
four hours, the question on the amendment was loud- 
ly called for; and, being taken by states, the result 
was as follows: 
Yeas. Nays. 


Maine 

New Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Vermont 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 
New Jersey 
‘Pennsylvania 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia 
North Carolina 
Georgia 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Louisiana 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 
Ohio 

Indiana 
Tilinois 
Michigan 
Missouri 
Arkansas 
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So the amendment was adopted—thus ratifying 
the two thirds system of nomination. 


This important point being decided,in a manner 
considered disastrous to the hopes of Mr. Van Bu- 
rne, at half past one o’clock, the convention adjourn- 
ed, to meet at 3 P. M. 

Tue Bavotine. 

Afternoon session. On the president taking his seat 
and calling the convention to order, they proceeded 
to ballot. We annex the progress. There were 266 
votes cast at each ballot, (S. Carolina not represen- 
ted) 178 being necessary to a choice. 


REcAITPULATION. 
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First ballot i eevee ae. 6. 4 
' Second “ 1227 94 — —-> i— — 
Third ‘“ 121 92 388 2— 2 ii 
Fourth “ 11} 1085 32 — — 101 
Fifth $$ 103 107 29 — — 1 26 
Sixth * 101 116 23 ——- — jf 25 
Seventh * 93235 3] — — {|S 


Jt was six o’clock, when the result of the seventh 
ballot was announced. An eighth ballot was called 
for. 

Mr. Miller, of Ohio, rose and asked to be permitted 
to submit a motion tothe convention, on which in view 
of the position which he occupied, he should demand 
the yeas and nays, and if decided in the negative it 


would probably dissolve his connection with the con- 
vention. Some objection having been manifested-— 
Mr. Miller declared with much vehemence, that he 
was entitled to, and would demand as his right, a re- 
spectful hearing. He represented 10,000 of the de- 
mocracy of Ohio, and in the name of that 10,000, he 
demanded it. He would read his motion—it was as 
follows: 

Resolved, That Martin Van Buren, having received 
the vote of a majority of the delegates in this con- 
vention, on the first ballot, is elected as the nominee 
for the office of president of the United States. 

A number of gentlemen instantly rose to a point of 
order. 

The President, decided that the resolution could 
not be entertained,as it was a virtual rescission of 
the rules which had been adopted in the morning for 
the government of the convention. It would be ne- 
cessary to obtain a vote of two-thirds to rescind the 
rules, and this vote could only be arrived at by two 
persons who voted in the majority moving a reconsi- 
deration. 

Mr. Miller, said he knew the resolution would vir» 
tually rescind the rule, and that waa his object in of- 
fering it. 

Here the president called the gentleman to order, 
stating that there was no motion before the heuse. 

Mr. Miller, leaped upon the bench and—in a loud 
voice—insisted upon being heard. Much confusion 
ensued. Mr. Miller continued, amidst the general 
din, to speak with violent gesture and loud vocifera- 
tion, though it was impossible to hear what he said. 

Mr. Hickman, of Pennsylvania, who occupied a 
front seat, rose, and above the confusion, suddenly 
proposed that Gen’] Anprew Jackson, of Tennes- 
see, receive the unanimous vote of the convention as 
a candidate for the ofiice of president of the United 
States, 

This was received with mingled applause and good 
humored laughter. 

The President decided that the resolution was out 
of order. 

Mr. Butler, of New York, offered a resolution to 
adjourn, which was lost by acclamation. 

Several members from Ohio took the floor at once, 
demanding that Mr, Miller should be heard. Other 
gentlemen rose simultaneously in different parts of 
the room, some joining“in the demand that he should 
be heard—others vociferating as loudly against it— 
and others again moving that the convention should 
proceed to the eighth ballot. 

After a scene of violent commotion and disorder, 
which lasted some time, order was finally restored 
by the convention consenting to hear Mr. Miller, 
who went on to state that the resolution he had of- 
fered had been declared to be out of order. From 
that decision he now took an appeal and on that de- 
sired to be heard. 

Mr. Miller, then proceeded in his remarks, review- 
ing the course pursued in the adoption of the rule, 
urging in strong terms, the necessity of its being now 
abandoned by the convention, and of returning to the 
majority rule, the fundamental principle of the de- 
mocratic party. He warned those in favor of con- 
tinuing the present rule that the effect of it would be 
to prevent any nomination; and concluded by saying 
that, so far as he was concerned, the effect of persis- 
ting in the rule would most probably be to dissolve 
his connection with the convention. 


Mr. Medairy, of Ohio, now, by a strenuous effort, 
made himself heard; he said he could explain the 
matter instantly. AJ] that was desired, was an ap- 
peal from the chair to the convention. 

‘The President, said the appeal must be reduced to 
writing, or it could not be entertained. Mr. Medai- 
ry was then permitted, by consent, to speak to the 
appeal, and discuss the right of the convention to 
rescind an inoperative rule. He continued in a de- 
sultory argument to speak against the decision of the 
chair, 

The scene was thereafter one of incessant confu- 
sion, though the violence which had previously cha- 
racterized it had abated. 

Mr. Butler, asked permission, when Mr. Medairy 
took his seat, to address a few remarks to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, and proceeded with a few sen- 
tences, when he was interrupted by a call to order, 
and a denial that he had the unanimous consent of 
the convention. 

Mr. Bartley, acting governor of Ohio, quite a 
young man, succeeded in obtaining the floor by first 
taking to the benches. He assailed at some length 
the decision of the chair, and discussed the right of 
of the convention to rescind a rule which interfered 
with the accomplishment of the object for which 
they had met. He contended that the candidate who 
had received the majority of the votes on the first 
ballot, was better entitled to a nomination, than that 
candidate who had been, on the first ballot of the 





convention, in a small minority. He continued at 


a 


some length, in the same spirit, but at length resign. 
ed the floor, a small portion of what he said having 
been heard beyond his immediate vicinity. 

Mr. McNulty, of Ohio, then succeeded in obtain- 
ing the floor, from the elevation of the benches, and 
was speaking on the appeal when the president, de. 
cided that it must be reduced to writing. ‘This was 
accordingly done, as follows: 

“The president having decided that it requires a 
vote of two-thirds to suspend or rescind a rule for 
the government of this convention, I appeal from that 
decision.” 

He then spoke on the question, but was frequently 
called to order. He investigated the usage of parli- 
ament, and contended in favor of his appeal. He 
was speaking up to about 7 o’clock, when a motion 
was made to adjourn until 9 o’clock to-morrow mor- 
ning, which after a division, prevailed. 

Wepnespay Mar 29. 

The convention was called to order at 9 o’clock, 

and the question on the appeal from the decision of 





‘| the chair was resumed. 


Gov. Bartley, of Ohio, took the floor in defence of 
the appeal, as in strict accordance with parliamentary 
law and in behalf of his colleague, Mr. Miller, and 
others who agreed with him, that Mr. Van Buren 
should be unanimously declared the choice of the 
convention, in consequence of having received a ma- 
jority of all the votes on the first ballot. 

The chairman interrupted Mr. B. to explain, that 
he did not occupy the chair at the time the deci- 
sion was made, and intimated that the resolution 
would require a notice of one day. 

Mr. Bartley disputed as to the point of decision 
given yesterday, and asked the chairman if such was 
the fact? 

The chairman remained silent. 

Mr. B. said, if such was the rule attempted to be 
enforced upon ihem, the convention would dissolve 
and go home before the time of acting upon the pro- 
position arrived. 

Gov. Hubbard came forward and explained the 
difficulty. He had occupied the chair at the time, and 
decided that it required two-thirds to rescind a rule. 

‘The chairman now rose, and decided, that accord- 
ing to parliamentary usages, it was necessary to give 
one day’s notice in order, and also have a two-third 
vote, to rescind a resolution previously adopted for 
the government of the convention. 

Mr. Bartley continued his remarks, and asked if 
such notice could be given? Nothing more affected 
him than to see unkind feelings exhibited where har- 
mony should reign; and had it not been that he saw 
a disposition to trample upon his rights and refuse 
him a hearing upon this floor, he would not have 
troubled the convention with remarks at this time. 


Gov. Hubbard again explained, he had only de- 
cided as regards the informal motion made by Mr. 
Miller, of Ohio, in reference to Mr. Van Buren. 

Mr. Bartley pronounced such decision premature. 

The chair read the resolution relative to the two- 
thirds rule. 

Mr. Dickinson, lieutenant governor of New York, 
suggested that the question did not properly come up 
for debate. 

Mr. Bartley, said, had he thought his friend respect- 
fully treated, he would have asked him to withdraw 
his motion of appeal. He spoke warmly in regard 
to trampling upon rights, and a want of courtesy 
upon the part of gentlemen who had attempted to 
lord it over them. 

Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia, moved that the subject 
of appeal be laid on the table. 

Colonel Young, of New York, rose to speak, but 
was informed that the matter was not debateable.— 
He however was not to be put down by a rule which 
had not been read, and of whose notice he had not 
been made acquainted, 

Mr. McNulty, of Ohio, asked and obtained leave, 
for the sake of harmony, to withdraw his appeal.— 
This was received with loud cheers. 

Mr. Tibbatts, of Kentucky, observed, that the whig 
party had nominated as their candidate a distinguish- 
ed citizen of his own state. He hadmothing to say 
in disparagement of that great man. The democra- 
tic party of Kentucky had nominated her pure and 
distinguished son, Colonel Richard M. Johnson, a 
statesman of whom she is justly proud as the candi- 
date in opposition to the standard bearer of the other 
pd}oN.sjSUul UOI}U9AUOD SIY} 0} BWOO peYy oy pue ‘fjyJed 
accordingly. The delegation of that state had ad- 
hered to Col. J. through several ballottings, and until 
it became manifest that there was no probabili- 
ty of obtaining a requisite majority to secure his 
nomination. Colonel Johnson had always been the 
first man to give way for the purpose of conciliation. 
Believing that the occasion now required the sacri- 
fice, the gelegation from Kentucky had unanimously 
agreed to ask leave to withdraw the name of their 





favorite from nomination. 
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Mr. Brewster, of Pennsylvania, rose, he said, at the 
request of friends, to explain the peculiar position 
the delegates from his state had held in the conven- 
tion. Pennsylvania had claims on the convention in 
the person of one of her distinguished sons, (Mr. 
Buchanan,) who, had he not nobly sacrificed himself 
for thesake of the democratic party, would have 
found the entire delegation from the Keystone State 
united and invincible in his support. They haé 
then been solemnly instructed to vote for Martin Van 
Buren first, and to remain firm to that vote as lung 
as there was any hope of his success. He had been 
asked by gentlemen of the convention why the dele- 
gation of Pennsylvania were so divided in their 
vote. He would answer that it was becanse some 
gentlemen of the delegation did not think proper to 
abide by the solemn instructions given them, but ra- 
ther chose to violate those instructions. Pennsylva- 
nia had come there to vote for Martin Van Buren, 
and she would not desert him until New York had 
abandoned him. The délegation had entered into a 
solemn pledge to do so; and he warned gentlemen 
that if they persisted in violating that pledge they 
would be held to a strict account by their constitu- 
ency, before whom, on their return home, they would 
have to hang their heads with shame. Sorry would 
he be to see them return, after having violated their 
pledge. 

Mr. Hickman, of Pennsylvania, charged that the de- 

egation from the ‘Keystone State” had violated the 

sulemn pledge taken before they were entitled to 
seats on the floor. He asserted on the floor of this 
convention and would assert it every where, that the 
delegation from Pennsylvania came to the conven- 
tion instructed to vote for and to use every means to 
obtain the nomination of Martin Van Buren for pre- 
sident, and Richard M. Johnson for vice president; 
and yet a portion of the delegation, among whom 
was his colleague who had just preceded him, had 
voted against the very proposition upon which the 
fate of Martin Van Buren hung. 

A call to “order” was here made. 


Mr. Jewett, of Maine, rose under some degree of 
excitement, and protested that gentlemen who were 
present from New York and Pennsylvania, and some 
other states, had as much right to speak asother 
gentlemen, and if harmony were desirable it would 
not do thus to persist in interrupting certain of them 
on every occasion. 

Mr. Hickman resumed his remarks in favor of the 
inviolability of instructions and in rebuke of those 
of the Pennsylvania delegation who had voted for 
the two-thirds rule, knowing as they did, that it 
would defeat Mr. Van Buren’s nomination. He re- 
ferred to the necessity for unanimity, without which 
there was no hope, and he regretted to say, that 
although a friend of Mr. Buchanan himself, thatif 
the vote of the delegation was not cast for Mr. Van 
Buren, James Buchanan could not receive it, for 
there :were gentlemen in that delegation who had 
positively said they would not vote for him under 
any consideration. 

On Mr. H. resuming his seat, “the question’? was 
loudly for. 


Judge Bredon, of Pennsylvania, arose to pour oil 
upon the troubled waters. A question of order was 
started. With some difficulty he was allowed to 
proceed. He hoped that the scenes of yesterday 
would not be renewed. He had voted against the 
two-third rule. He had been instructed, he said, 
and he believed had fulfilled those instructions, al- 
thou sh he differed from some of his colleagues. His 
opinion was that they were bound by instructions on- 
ly so long as they were likely to be available, and 
then every member was at liberty to consult his own 
judgment. He had stood by Mr. Van Buren, and 
would continue to do so,untilthe New York and 
Ohio delegates flew the track. 

Another of the Pennsylvania delegation rose to 
epeak. 


Mr. Frazier, of Pennsylvania, moved to proceed 
in balloting. He said he had, and would again vote 
for Mr. Polk. , 

Intense confusion now took place. 

Mr. Hickman, and Mr. Frazier both desired to 
explain, 

The confusion was increased by delegates rising 
in all parts of the saloon. 

One of the Pennsylvania delegation cried out that 
he had not been instructed to vote contrary to his 
deliberate judgment. 

At length it was agreed to proceed to the eighth 
balloting. 

Upon the result of that ballot being announced, 

The Virginia delegation asked leave to retire for 
consultation, as had occasionally been granted on 
preceding days. Granted by the chair. 

Mr. Butler asked leave fur the New York delega- 
tion to retire for deliberation,—which was also 


granted by the chair, and the members were about 
todo so, Mr. Butler expressing a request that no 
vote should be taken in their absence, 

Mr. Saunders, of North Carolina objected. 

The.Speaker was about to put the question on al- 
lowing the delegates to retire, when 

Mr. Butler, significantly noticing Mr. Saunders’ 
objection, withdrew the application,—saying, as the 
delegation resumed their seats, “‘we will stay and 
watch the proceedings.” 


Mr. Young, of New York, then rose with a writ- 
ten resolution im his hand. 

Mr. Frazier, of Pennsylvania, at the same time 
begun toexplain the motives that induced him to 
vote for Mr. Polk, in opposition to his instructions. 

The President called to order, on the ground that 
no subject was pending. 

Mr. Young said he had a resolution prepared 
which he wished to offer, (holding it up.) 

Mr. Frazier, in the mean time, was endeavoring to 
continue his remarks; and, the chair having again 
checked him in the absence of a pending motion, 
Mr. F. moved that the convention proceed to ano- 
ther ballot. 

Mr. Young claimed the floor; he had first risen with 
a resolution which he was prepared to ofler, and which 
he did offer. 

The President suggested that when Mr. Frazier had 
explained it could be entertained. 


Mr. Frazier then replied to the remarks of his col- 
leagues, and, amidst much and constantly increasing 
confusion, explained his motives for having deserted Mr. 
Van Buren. On the last ballot he had voted for James 
K. Polk, and would do so on the next, despite the threat 
that had been thrown out that those who had not voted 
for Mr. Van Buren would be ashamed to show their fu- 
ces betore their constituents. He threw back the impu- 
tation with indignatton. He denied that he had violated 
his pledge; that he had voted for Mr. Van Buren on 
three ballots, but finding that Mr. Van Buren was not 
the choice of the convention, he had voted for Mr. Bu- 
chanan. Finding that Mr. Buchanan could not succeed, 
he had cast his vote tor James K. Polk, the bosom friend 
of General Jackson, and a pure, whole-hogged demo- 
crat, the known enemy of banks, distribution, &c. He 
had carried out his instructions as he understwod, and 
others would do the same. 

Mr. Young then took the floor, but could not proceed 
on account of the disorder which prevailed. 

The President said it was impossible for him to pre- 
— order, and appealed to gentlemen to give him their 
aid. 

A member moved that two marshals be appointed 
for the purpose of aiding the chair. Motion objected to, 
and not received. 

The President loudly and strenuously called to order, 
pointing out persons individually and demanding that 
they } seated. Order having been in some Cegree re- 
siored— 


Mr. Young, said it had beenintimated that New York 
desired pertinaciously to force a candidate upon the con- 
vention. ‘This he denied. Mr. Van Buren had been 
recoinmended by sixteen states to this convention for 
their suffrages before New York had spoken on the sub- 
ject, and when she did speak it was with a unanimous 
voice, and, if an expression of opinion on the part of 
these people could now be had, it would be found that 
they had not changed. [As Mr. Y. proceeded the noise 
and confusion increased.| It was true, he said, that a 
firebrand had been thrown into their camp by the 
* Mongrel administration at Washington,” and this was 
the motive seized upon as a pretext fur a change on the 
part of some gentlemen. That firebrand was the abomi- 
nable ‘Texas question, but that question, like a fever, 
would wear itself out or kill the patient. It was one that 
should have no effect, and some of those who were now 
laboring to get up an excitement on a subject foreign to 
the political contest before them, would be surprised 
six months hence that they had permitted their equani- 
mity to be disturbed by it. Nero had fiddled while Rome 
was burning, and he believed that this question had 
been put in agitation for the especial purpose of advanc- 
ing the aspiring ambition of a man, who, he doubted 
not, like Nero, “was now probably fiddling whilst Rome 
was falling.” 

Mr. Y. was challenged to say who was the Nero he 
alluded to. He refused toreply, but several voices cried 
out John Tyler, and another vuice ‘we have three Ne 
roes.” 

Mr. Y. signified that Nero would fiddle even among 
the crumbling ruins of his country, if he could thus gra- 
ufy his selfish and unhallowed purposes. ‘Then revert- 
ing severely to the two-thirds ruJe, adopted as members 
pointedly knew at the time, to prevent Mr. Van Buren’s 
election, Mr. Y. maintained that if they proceeded to 
ballot under its existence, and nominate a candidate fa- 
vorable to the annexation of ‘l'exas, it would be charged 
upon them asthe result of a corrupt bargain and in- 
trigue. 

The clamour now increased so that Mr. Y. could no 
longer be heard. He concluded by reading his resolu- 
ion, which proposed to zescind the two-thirds rule. 

The President ruled the resolution out of order, as a 
motion to ballot was pending. 

Mr. Young. Then in God’s name, are we to be kept 
here to alleternity? He insjsted that he justly held the 
floor, and would not be foiled by the trick now attempt- 














ed to be practised on him, 





Great confusion. The chair peremptorily called Mr. 


Y. to order,—and he took his seat. 


Mr. Butler asked, and obtained leave for the New 
York delegation to retire for consultation, 

Mr. Hohen, of Georgia, demanded to know whom 
Mr Young alluded to as a “Nero,” fiddling while Rome 
was on fire? 

Loud cries of “order, order.” 

Mr. Young, did not chose to answer, nor be catehis- 
ed here. 

Mr. Hohen, enévavored to proceed in denouncing the 
allusion, but could not be heard. 

The President again suspended the business with a 
view to restore quiet, designating persons and urging 
them to observe proper decorum. 

Mr. Butler, of New York, asked for the floor, but Mr. 
Hohen would not yield, because, as he believed, those 
from New York had displayed towards his section of 
the country so much want of courtesy. 

Mr. Retin. of New York, now come forward to 
make an explanation, but Mr. Hohen would not hear. 

‘he New York delegation were now in the act of re- 
tiring from the convention. Mr. Hohen proceeded with 
his remarks, denouncing Mr. Young for having thrown 
a firebrand into the convention, and then meanly skulk- 
ing out of it. 

Another scene of confusion ensued. The cries and 
hisses were loud and protracted. 

Mr. Hammit, of Mississippi, contrived to allay the ex - 
citement by a speech in favor of harmony, good feeling, 
&c. He hoped that no delegate from a state south of 
Magon & Dixon’s line, would allow himself to participate 
in the excitement which they had all witnessed and re- 
gretied. 

Gov. Hubbard, of New Hamshire seconded the effort 
to harmonize the convention, and stated that it was in 
the spirit of harmony thatthe New Hampshire delegation 
had deserted their first choice and presented to the con- 
venuiOn the name of Janes K. Polk. In this same spirit 
and feeling he huped that other delegations weuld lke- 
wise feel themselves called on to act. 

Mr. Howard, of Maryland reminded the convention 
of the deep responsibility under which they were acting. 
Millions of people were anxiously looking for the proceed - 
ings of the convention, and could théir voice be heard, it 
would resound in their ears, “Give us a nomination be- 
fore you separate!’ He defined the position of Mary- 
land—referred to her preference, and pledged her cor- 
dial support to the nominee, whoever might be chosen. 

Mr. S. Medairy, editor of the Ohio statesman, ad- 
dressed the convention to the same effect. He for one 
was now ready to sacrifice his preferences for the sake 
of union and harmony. [Tremendous cheers.] He 
declared himself a friend of ‘l'exas, and should they give 
Ohio a candidate in favor of this object, he would pled ge 
that the “lone star” should be blazoneg on the demo- 
cratic standard in Ohiv, and under it they would lead 
on to certain victory, the Ohio delegation were willing 
to make any reasonable sacrifice rather than separate 
with any other sentiment towards each other than good 
will. He appealed to southern gentlewen to make a like 
sacrifice for the sake of their party. It was, he said, the 
first nativnal convention, in which there was a struggle 
for the first office, and it was not meet that they should 
through their own dissensions, consign the government to 
the hands of their adversaries. Mr. M. continued his 
speech declaring in favor of democratic priuciples &c. 
for some time, evidently with a view of altowing time for 
- adjustment of misunderstandings which had taken 
place. 

When Mr. M. resumed his seat, a member from 
Massachusetts urged the convention to proceed to the 
ninth balloting. ‘lhe question was loudly called for, and 
finally taken, and the motion being agreed to, tie bal- 
loting was resumed. 

Several states, when called, requested to be passed 
over for the momeatto allow them time to deliberate— 
some retired to consult, and others concluded to change 
their votes. 

The voting progressed until it stood as follow 


Cass. Polk. 
Maine 1 8 
New Hampshire 0 6 
Massachusetts 2 10 
Verment 6 v 
Rhode Island 0 4 
Connecticut 0 b 
New Jersey § 3 
Maryland 1 7 
Alabama 0 9 
Louisiana 0 6 
‘ennessee 0 13 
Michigan 2 ° 
Arkansas Q 3 
20 74 F 


Atthis point, the Virginia delegation returned into 
the convention. Mr. Roane, their chairman, stated that 
he was instructed to announce the result of their deli- 
berations, but would prefer to wait untii N. York resum- 
ed her seat. 

The New York delegation, which had been absent 
about half an hour, soon afier came in also, and resum- 
ed their seats. 

Mr. Roane arose to explain the course Virginia had 
pursued ; her affection fur Mr. Van Buren; the deep grief 
with which she witnessed the proceedings of the con- 
venuon; her desire to arrest the progress of Mr. Clay to 
the great chair of the union, &c.; and concluded by 
giving her vote for James K. Polk, of Tennessee. {Loud 
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cheering.) 
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Mr. Butler, of N. York, responded to Mr. Roane, ) 
and informed the convention of the proceedings of his 
state delegation; paid a personal compliment to Mr. 
Roane and his ancestry; to Virginia as a state; to Thno- 
mas Jefferson; passed eloquent eulogiums On Mr. Van 
Buren and Gen. Jackson, giving an account of some 
conversation he had with the latter on the occasion of 
his recent visit to the Hermitage. .He also stated the 
fact that he had had in his possession a letter from Mr. 
Van Buren (which was kept entirely secret from his 
colleagues) authorizing him te withdraw his name from 
the couvention at any moment such astep might be ne- 
cessary to its harmonious action; and, coming to this 
hall this morning, he had taken the advice of Pennsyl- 
vania and other states on this subject, and with their 
consent and advice had determined to withdraw him, 
and thus relieve his friends from further difficulty and 
embarrassment. (Loud cheering.) He then indicated 
the vote he was about to give; eulugized James K. 
Polk; explained his own views of what constituted the 
true democratic doctrine; advocated a strict construc- 
tion of the constitution; denied the right of exercising 
any implied powers; said Mr. Polk was the most avail- 
able candidate—available in the highest degree—and 
that hecould carry New York by at least 15,000 ma- 
jority. Her delegation, he said, would cast thirty-five 
votes in his favor, the remaining member preferring to 
vote a blank. In explaining the motives which had 
operated upon him (Mr. B) in so earnestly pressing the 
claims of Mr Van Buren, he alluded to Gen. Jackson’s 
Opinions concerning that distinguished gentleman as ex- 

ressed to him during his visit to the Hermitage, and 
roin whom he had received a letter on the subject since 
he had reached the convention, by the hands of a rela- 
tive ot Gen. Jackson, who was ‘a member of the Te.- 
nesssee delegation. ‘The conclusion of this latter was 
read by Mr. B., and is, substantially, as follows: “May 
God bless you, my dear friend, and preside over the de- 
liberations of the convention, and may its labors result 
in reconciling ali differences of opinion and uniting iis 
members in the nomination of Mr. Van Buren ” 


Mr Dickinson then rose as the appointed organ to 
give the vo'e of New York. He said he dearly loved 
the masses, and he luved this convention because it had 
acied solike the masses. He gave thirty-five votes for 
Mr. Polk. 

The hall now continued to be agitated, soas almost to 
prevent the progress of business, by reiterated and en- 
thusiastic cheering,as each succeeding vo'e was an- 
nuunced—the members, apparently feeling grateful for 
having escaped an apprehended dilemma, giving the 
frees! scope imaginable to the joy at the result. 

Ali the states which were passed over on the first call 
of the ril, were now recalled and gave their votes, 
mist ali of them being for James K. Powk. 

Some of the states which had at first voted for another 
Seerienths asked leave to change their votes, which was 

one. 

States that had cast a divided vote were permitted to 
correct by making it unanimous for Mr. Porx. 

The bailotiug having been completed — 

Mr. Keitlewell, of Baltimore, called the attention of 
the convention to the fact that one of the sister states, 
South Carolina, was not ineluded in the ballot. Was 
there none here to answer for her? The convention had 
passed through the refining fire, and like gold, was now 
the purer for it. He observed in the hall one of the sons 
of the Palmetto State. 

Mr. Francis S. Pickens, of S. Carolina, aruse, “and 
was hailed with the most deafening cheers. Alter quiet 
was restored, he addressed the convention for halt an 
hour, in an eloquentand enthusiastic manner, pledging 
his state to the nomination, and declared that no mn in 
the Union could receive a more cordial and determined 
sup port than she would give to James K. Polk, of ‘Ten 
nessee. Mr. P. was peculiarly severe in some portions 
of his remarks to the opponents of the “Democratic” 
party. 

Mr. Ellmore, of S. Carolina, the colieague of Mr. 
Pickens, ratified all that had been said by the Jatter, and 
pledged his state to give a larger majori'y for the nomi 
nee than any other in the Union, in oy pene to her 
population. In the course of his remarks, he stated that 
the whigs in S. Carolina were not sufficiently plenty to 
make mile-stones of. 

The call of the states was then proceeded with and 
completed, when it was announced by the president 
that there were 266 votes cast, of which 178 were ne- 
cessary to a choice, and that it appeared from the record 
that Janes K. Polk of Tennessee, had received 266 votes 

li twenty minutes after this result was announced, 
the response of the “democratic” members of congress 
at the Capitol at Washington, was received by the cuon- 
vention by means of Morse’s Electro Maguetic Tele- 
graph. 

‘The democratic members of congress, to their demo- 
cratic brethren in convention assembled, sead yreetiag, 
three cheers for James K. Polk.” 


AFTERNOUN SESSION—MAY 29. 


Gov. Hubbard, of N. H., one of the vice presidents, 
in the chair. 

Mr. R. J. Walker, (Senator) of Mississippi, moved that 
the convention proceed to the election of a candidate for 
the vice presidency. He proceeded to express—in his 

jlace—as an humble member of the convention, a pre 
erence fur another distinguished son of the Empire state, 
Stras Wricur. He referred to the sacrifice made by 
that state, of one of her favorite sons, whose name had 
been presented for the presidency; and he considered it 
due to that state in return for the generosity she had ex- 





hibited in making that sacrifice for the benefit of the de- 
mocratic party and for the good of our common coun- 
try. It was due from the position of the Empire city of 
this great Union, destined one day to become the great: 
commercial metropolis of the world, and to take even 
from London the proud glory she had acquired. Inde- 
pendent of these considerations, who was Sitas Wricur? 
He was a native of the state of Vermont; the adopted 
son of New York; and he was as well known on the 
banks of the Mississippi as among the green hills of his" 
own native state. Mr. W. made some further remarks 
upon the abilities of Mr. Wricurt, and closed by propo- 

sing that he should be nominated by acclamation. This 
proposition he directly withdrew, however, upon the inti- 

mation that some of the delegations considered them- 

selves instructed, but he expressed himself, at the same 
time, as decidedly of the opinion that, in the end, the re- 
cord of the secretary would be found to have undergone 
a correction similar to that it underwent in the morning, 
and would present the fact that the 266 votes of the con- 
vention had been unanimously cast fur Si.as Wricar. 

_ Gen’l Dromgoole, of Virginia, said that he had risen 
in compliance with the unaninious instructions of the 
Virginia delegation to perform the pleasing duty of se- 
conding the nomination of Mr. Wright for the vice presi- 

dency. For several days past he had labored under the 
most painful apprehensions that no nomination could be 
made, All of these had, however, been happily dissipa- 
ted by the unanimous vote which had been given this 
morning for Mr, Po.x and, he hoped that there would be 
equal unanimity now upon the question of the vice pre- 
sidency. 

After some remarks from other members, the conven- 
tion proceeded to ballot for vice president, no other gen- 
se being in nomination but Sitas Wricat, of New 

Ord. 

Upon counting the votes it appeared that the votes of 
all the states, except Georgia, were unanimously cast for 
Mr. Wrieut, making 256. The Georzia delegation cast 
two for Mr. Wrieut, and eight for Mr. Lev: Woopsury, 
of New Hampsnire. 

The President announced that Silas Wright had re- 
ceived 253 votes, and was consequently the nominee of 
the convention. 

The thanks of the nominee were returned by a mem- 
ber uf the New York delegation, after which 

Gov. Hubbard proposed the appointment of a commit- 
tee of five, to be appointed by the chair, to apprise the 
senlemen chosen of their nomination. and to receive 
their response, which proposition prevailed. 

The President presented for the consideration of the 





| convention certain documents which had been placed in 
| his possession for that purpose, and they were referred to 
| appropriate Committees. 

A resolution declarative of the adherence of the con- 
vention to the one term principle in reference to the pre- 
sidency and vice presidency was offered by Mr. Daw- 
son of Penn., and referred to the committee on resolu- 
tions. 

Resolutions from the Rhode [sland democratic con- 
vention were presented and referred. 

Upon motion a committee of one from each state was 
appointed to draft resolutions and prepare an address. 

Various other resulutions were then offered and adopt- 
ed; the committees were named, and the convention ad- 
journed until Thursday morning at half past 7 o’clock. 

‘The nomination was of course transmitted to Mr. (Se- 
nator) Wright, at Washington, by the telegraph. Heim- 
mediately returned for answer, that he declined the nomi- 
| nalion, 

Le was requested through the same channel to recon- 
sider and withdraw his refusal. 

He answered again, that his mind was made up, and 
that he must peremptorily decline the nomination. 

He was then informed by telegraph, that the conven- 
tion had adjourned for the day, and that five delegates 
had been appointed to proceed to Washington to confer 
with him, and would be there in the morning. 


THURSDAY, MAY 39. 

The convention was called to order at half past seven 
o'clock, A. M —attendance not so full as heretofore. 

Gov. Hubbard, of N. H., chairman of the committee, 
announced that information had been forwarded to the 
nominees of their nomination, and iatimated that it was 
doubtful whether Mr. Wright would accept the nomina- 
tion. 

Mr. Butler, from the committee to prepare en address, 
reported cer'ain resolutions, which were adopted. ‘Time 
was granted to the commiitee to prepare and publish the 
ad:dress. 

Mr Butler reported against the convention acting on 
the one term question. ‘To adopt the principle would 
place many of the delegates in a dilemma, as they had 
voted for a candidate to be supported for a second term. 

Mr. Butler now rose and read a letter just received 
from Mr. Wright, in reply to the nomination, as follows: 

Washington, 29th May, 1344. 

My pear str: Being advised that the convention of which 
you are a member, has conferred upon me the unmerit- 
ed honor of nominating me as a candidate fur the office 
of vice president, will you, if this information be correct, 
present my profound thanks to the convention for this 
mark of its confidence and favor; and say fur me thai 
circumstances, which I do not think it necessary to de- 
tail to it, but which i very briefly hint at to you, [in ano 
ther private letter to Mr. B.) render it impossible that I 
should, consistently with my sense of public duty and 
private obligations, accept this nomination. I am with 
great respect, your obed’t. servant, 


SILAS WRIGHT. 
Hon. B. F. Buren. 
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The convention then resolved to proceed again to bal. 
lot for a candidate for the vice acuileney. - a 

Gov. Morten was voted for, but being present he de- 
clined the nomination, and the vote was changed. 

Mr. Buchanan’s friends refused to allow him to be bal. 
loted for. 

First ballot— For Gov. Fairfield—Maine, 9, Mass 
12, Vermont 5, Rhode Island 4, New York 56, Kentucky 
12, Indiana 11, Illinois 11, Missouri 7—tota! 107. 


For Woodbury—New Hampshire 6, Maryland 8 N. 
—— 11, Georgia 10, Louisiana 6, Arkansas 3~—19- 
ta > 

For Cass—Virginia 17, Alabama 9, Tennessee 13~ 
total 39. 

For Stewart—Ohio 23 votes. 

For Col. Johnson=Pennsylvania 26. 

For Marcy—Michigan 5. 

Recapitulation—For Gov. Fairfield, of Maine, 107; Mr. 
Woodbury, of N. Hampshire, 44; Gov. Cass, of Michi. 

an, 39; Col. Richard M. Johnson, of Kentucky, 26; 
om. Stewart, of Pennsylvania, 23; G. M. Dallas, of 
Philadelphia, 13; Gov. Marcy, of New York, 5. No 
choice. ° 

Mr. Walker expressed a hope that on the second bal. 
lot Mr. Dallas would be nominated by acclamation. 

Several voices—“ It can’t be done.” 


A number of enquiries were made from time to time 
as to the opinions of the candidates, a member from 
Kentucky desired to be informed what were the views 
Mr. Fairfield on the questiun of the annexation of 

exas 

Mr. Clifford, of Maine, stated that he was not able to 
answer that question by authority of Mr. Fairfield, but he 
believed that the democracy of Maine were in fa. 
vor of the annexation of Texas, and that they also de. 
sire this government to take possession of Oregon, and 
as Mr. F. was a good democrat, he was sure he was in 
favor of the same measures. , 


Gen. Saunders, of N. Carolina, said he was _ perfect! 
satisfied that Mr. F. was decidediy favorable to the ad- 
mission of ‘Texas. 

Another member inquired what were the views of 
Mr. Dallas on the subject of a bank of the United States, 
as he remembered that gentleman had _ reported the bill 
for the re-charter of the late bank, in the senate of the 
United States. 


Mr. Walker, of Mississippi, replied, that Mr. Dallas 
had reported that charter, but he had done so by instruc- 
tions from his state iegisiature, but that Mr. D. was then, 


,and had been ever since, opposed toa bank of the Unit- 
‘ed States. 


Mr. Pettit, of Indiana. Why did not Mr. Dallas resign, 
if he was opposed to the bank. instead of advocating a 
re-charter?) He ought to have dune that. 

Second ballot—Maine, Vermont, and Rhode Island, 
and partof Massachusetis voted for Gov. Fairfield. 
New Hampshire voted fur Mr. Woodbury, and ail the 
rest voted fur Mr. Dallas. 

Result of second bullot—G. M. Datuas. 220; Gov. 
Fairfield, 30; Mr. Woodbury, 6. 

[Some of the delegates had left the city before this 
ballot was taken.] . 

Oa motion of Mr. Dromgoole, of Va. a central com- 
mittee of fifteen wus appuinted, and an immediate and 
full organization of the party throughout the Union re- 
commended. 

Mr. Clifford, of Maine, moved that the vote for Mr. 
Dallas be declared unanimous; upon taking the ques 
tion on the resolution, only one negative vote was heard, 
but that was very loud. 

The president then addressed ‘the convention ina 
closing speeeh, in the course of which he remarked, 
that the nominations of the convention were the best 
that could have been made, [vvices in various parts of 
the room exclaimed, no, nc] 

The convention then, at 10 o’elock, on motion of Mr. 
Jewitt, of Maine, adjourned sine die. 

As soon as the vole for adjournment had passed, Mr. 
McGinniss, one of the delegates from Missouri, and one 
of the candidates for elector of president, took the chair 
just vacated by the president, and addressed the con- 
vention as follows: 

“IT have sought, at various times, to address the con- 
vention, for the purpose of expressing my opinion upon 
the course it has adopted—but i have been rudely and 
uncivilly denied the exercise of my rights as one of its 
members. I have, therefore, no resort left, exceptto 
take this opportunity ol proclaiming that I bear no part 
in the responsibility of what it has been done. It has con- 
mitted a gross fraud—a fraud upon the democratic party 
—a fraud upon the country. I go agaiust it—Missour! 
will go against it—I denounce it. I know that it is use- 
less to spend more breath upon the subject here, but the 
people will see it, and treat it as it deserves to be treated.” 
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TYLER NATIONAL CONVENTION. 





This convention, which appeared to be composed 
of delegates from various parts of the Union—but so 
far as we could perceive, without restriction as to 


number from any state or district, or any question as | 


to the manner of their appointment, assembled, ac- 
cording to the arrangement of the committee of re- 
ception,on Monday incrning last, the 27th inst. at 
Calvert Hall, which had been fitted up for the occa- 
sion. The flag of the Union floated from the “outer 








battlements”—and over the Speaker's Chair in the 
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Hall were emblazoned mottoes—T yer anp TExas:” 
“Re-ANNEXATION OF Texas— PostponemeNT 1s Re- 
ection.” A band of music was provided. and most 
of the delegates were distinguished by a gill button, 
with a single star, or ribbon badge, with a likeness of 
John Tyler on it. The room was not crowded—and 
a large portion of the persons within were spectators. 

At 11 o’clock the meeting was called to order, but 
it being an hour before the published hour for as- 
sembling, the proceedings were suspended but with 
considerable difficulty. 

At 12 M. a call was made for Mr. Delazon 
Smith, of Ohio, who came forward and proceeded to 
address the convention, though he declared himself 
unprepared. He alluded to what he called the dis- 
sentions of the whig party, declared John Tyler to 
be the only legitimate opponent of Henry Clay, and 
the only man that could “head him.” This he was 
prepared to maintain, even against Henry Clay him- 
self. Mr. Smith made further remarks of the same 
tenor, and when he concluded acall was made for Mr. 
Tasistr o, of the city of New York, who declined to 
speak, but requested Mr. Smith to continue his re- 
marks. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, Mr. Saacer, of N. York 
was called to the chair pro lem. . 

In making the nomination, Mr. Smith aunounced, 
that the Virginia delegation to the locofoco conven- 
tion had seceded, and joined this ‘thonest John Ty- 
ler’s” convenlion—which extraordinary annoucement 
was received with great applause. 

Mr. Swacer, on taking the chair, addressed the 
convention, alluding in his remarks to this, as the 
auspicious day of the second Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, to do justice to John Tyler. 

Mr. Baldwin of New York, and Mr Reynolds, of 
Michigan, were then nominated as secretaries pro tem. 

Mr. Reynolds, on assuming the pen, addressed the 
chair. He was in favor of Johm Tyler but not in 
favor of his immediate nomination— he was for wait- 
ing for the action of the other “Democratic” con- 
vention, now in session inthis city. This suggestion 
created great confusion, and it became 
that a warm contest upon this point had been main- 
tained before the delegates assembled. A large ma- 
jority were as strongly opposed to procrastina- 
tion on this point, as their motto signified them to 
be on the pointof annexing Texas, and a loud call 
was made for a new nomination of a secretary in 
place of Mr. Reynolds. Mr. Whitehead, of Virginia, 
was substituted for him. 

Mr. Smith took the floor and made a stirring 
speech in favor of immediate action. 
tion was then made to appoint one from each state 
asa “retiring committee” to nominate permanent 
officers for the convention. Another proposition 
fullowed, to have two instead of one, from each state, 
on the committee. An angry and very disorderly 
debate ensued, on this apparently indifferent point.— 
Many speakers were on the floor at once, and the 
utmost confusion prevailed. Finally the Chairman 
put the question, and the second proposition was adopt- 
ed with ‘“‘uproarious” acclamation. 

Mr. Hutton, of New York, now rose, and moved 
that the convention in order to give time to the com- 
mittee to report, should adjourn to 3 o’clock P. M. 

This instantly renewed the commotion. The mem- 
bers disregarding all order, crowded round the plat- 
form, and twenty speakers were upon the floor at 
one time. 

Mr. Tasistro, of New York, at length obtained a 
hearing, and moved that the rules and regulations of 
congress be adopted for the better ordering of this con- 
vention. Inadvertently, Mr. T. proceeded to put 
the question himself,—causing great laughter and 
increasing the uproar. The motion was subsequently 
put by the chair, and adopted. 


Some delegate now rose and demanded to know 
what right the gentleman from New York (Mr. Hut- 
ton) had to a seate on the floor, and to question the 
action of honest men? Great uproar ensued and 
a member said that it was of no consequence what the 
gentleman from New York questioned—there were 
hard hands and strong arms enough to enforce order 
and propriety. At this point of the excitement a 
Stentorian voice called out to chair, “Shaler, keep 
your seat, don’t answer any more of his, (meaning Hut- 
ton’s) questions.” 

motion was now made to give more efficiency, 
to the rules and regulations of congress in keeping 
order, by appoimting four sergeauts-at-arms, to keep 
Members in their places, and order in the conven- 
tion—which being carried, they were then appointed 
accordingly, viz: Mr. Cunningham of Virginia, Mr. 
Southall of Virginia, Mr. L. F. Thomas of Missouri, 
and W.S. Sangston of Maryland. On motion of Mr. 
St. John of New York, a resolution was also passed, 
directing the gentlemen who had seats on the plat- 
form, and who possessed advantages not only for ob- 


should take seats among the delegates. 


obvions | 


A propo3i- | 


The reso- 

lution was adopted, but not without some opposition 

on the part of the occupiers of the platform. 

Music was then called for, and appeared to have 

a harmonizing influence. This new appropriation of 
the power of ‘sweet sounds” to quieting deliberative 

bodies, may be worth the attention of congress.— 

During Roundtree’s performance, the committee re- 

turned and reported the following officers for the 

convention, which report being adopted, the conven- 

tion was organized in due form: 

President; Judge White, of Connecticut. 

Vice Presidents, Patrick J. Devine, Maine; O. V. 

Hollenbeck, Vermont; Asa T. Newall, Massachu- 

setts; F. A. Summers, Rhode Island; Ephraim Wil- 

liams, Connecticut; Edmund S. Derry, New York; 

David Lynch, Pennsylvania; W. C. Mulford, New 

Jersey; D. Lockwood, Delaware; M. C. Sprigg, Ma- 
ryland; Dr. Wm. Collins, Virginia; Sylvester Brown, 
North Carolina; John Stockton, Michigan; James 
Graham, Louisiana; W. Bronaugh, Arkansas; John 

P. Rutter, Missouri; John V. Eustace, Illimois; M. 
S. Kreider, Ohio. 

Secretaries, Wm.C. Whitehead, Va.; George C. 
Baldwin, N. York; Cornelius M. Cole, Md.; John 
Orser, N. York; Geo. Roberts, Mass.; Samuel Hein- 
selman, Penn.; J. S. Sanderson, N. Jersey; J. W. 
Wilson, Vt.; H. P. Darrow, N. York. 

On taking the chair, Judge White thus addressed 
the convention: 

Gentlemen of the convention—The unexpected ho- 
nor you have thought proper to confer on me, by the 
selection you have just made, is deserving of my 
warmest thanks. Iam of the opinion, however, that 
a more judicious choice could have been made from 
the many able and experienced gentlemen here as- 
sembled. But as you have called me to the chair to 
preside over your deliberations, I will endeavor to 
discharge the duties assigned me, to the best of my 
abilities, and [ trust that the mantle of charity will 
be thrown over any errors [ may commit. 

We are called upon gentlemen, to discharge a duty 
of no ordinary magnitude. We have come together 
from every section of the country, deputed by our 
democratic fellow citizens, to act with reference to 
the nomination of a candidate for the presidency— 
and to cast our votes for an honest man; and that man, 
allow me to say, is Jonn Tyer, of Virginia. [Loud 
cheering.}| The expectations and wishes of our con- 
stituents, the masses, have been expressed on this 
point, in a manner not to be misunderstood. The 
man who has so nobly stood by the constitution of 
his country—who has saved the democratic party— 
and raised it up from the prostrate condition in 
which it was left at the close of the campaign of 
1840, is the only man whose name has been placed 
in our hands by the people. [Great applause.] 

I rejoice to find that [ am surrounded by men who 
have long been identified with Jeffersonian democra- 
cy —men who have grown grey in that glorious cause. 
That the purest patriotism and love of country will 
be the guide of all our actions, I will not indulge a 
doubt. Let all we do be done with a single eye to 
the country’s glory. I will add, that I feel the ut- 
most desire to discharge the duties of the post you 
have assigned me, ina manner which shall satisfy 
every member of this large and highly respectable 
assembly. 

I cannot take the chair without assuining the re- 
sponsibility of proposing three hearty cheers for Ty- 
ler and Texas. 

This was responded to with three hearty cheers. 

Mr. Mayo, of Va., moved that the Rev. Dr. Krei- 
der, of Ohio, (one of ‘the vice presidents,) open the 
meeting with prayer, which was done accordingly. 

The Rev. Dr. Kreider, then addressed the conven- 
tion in behalf of the claims and qualifications of Jno. 
Tyler, and concluded by proposing the following: 

** Resolved, That we cheeriully respond to the pro- 
ceeding of our fellow citizens throughout the Union, 
as manifested in their numerous stale, county, and 
district conventions, and primary assemblies, in 
which they have nominated John Tyler, of Virginia, 
as the democratic candidate for the next presidency, 
and the members of this convention deem it due to 
that illustrious patriot, to here proclaim him by accla- 
mation, as the candidate of the people for the chief 
magistracy in 1844, confident, not only that he will 
be triygmphantly successful at the polls, but will 
achieve as great a vjctory in relation to the introduc- 
tion of Texas, as he achieved when the country so 
enthusiastically sustained and applauded him for his 
eminently popular vetoes.” 

That party in the convention which was opposed 
to immediate nomination, now brought up their for- 
ces again, in the hopes of effecting by some means a 
delay of the question. Mr. Eddy, of New York, and 
a number of others, manifested the most strenuous 
opposition to precipitate rnovement, and insisted that 








taining the floor, but also in controlling the body, 
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New York, on the other hand, said he had become 
satisfied that Mr. Van Buren would be nominated by 
the other convention; and an avowed Calhoun man, 
now that Mr. Calhoun is in the cabinet, declared 
for Tyler on behalf of himself and his friends, and 
poured some oil upon the waves of the convention,then 
somewhat agitated. Mr. Whiting, of Virginia, went 
strongly for the immediate nomination of Mr. Tyler. 
They of Virginia, he contended, had stuck to Mr. 
Van Buren too long, and they would now raise the 
Tyler banner. Are we, he said, to wait for the ac- 
tion of another convention? to delay and hesitate 
while they deliberate upon the claims of Van Buren, 
Cass, Buchanan, orany one else, and make our action 
a consequence of their decision? [Loud eries of “no! 
no!” and ‘‘question! question!” came from all parts 
of the hall. ] . 
Mr. Smith, of Ohio, said that he was satisfied long 
ago that Mr. Van Buren stood no chance in his state, 
that he had had General Cass’ name at his mast head 
for some months, until he found it was no go. They 
in Ohio loved Cass, and tried by public meetings and 
all the usual political means and appliances to bring 
him up for nomination to*the presidency; but their 
efforts were of no avail, and they found that to suc- 
ceed, they must go for honest John Tyler. When he 
came away, and as he was about to start for Balti- 
more, a large number of the most staunch of his de- 
mocratic friends, while giving him a parting shake 
of the hand, declared themselves for Tyler now, and 
for Tyler always. [Cheers.] Why wait? asked Mr. 
Smith. What came you up here for? ‘‘What went 
you out for to see? a reed shaken with the wind??— 
Did you not come here to nominate John Tyler? why 
then wait for the action of any other body? No, said 
he, we will not wait; we will not allow any other 
body of men to steal our thunder, nor permit any 
other man to use our pick-axe. ‘They shall not take 
our vetoes, neither shall they appropriate Texas to 
their own party uses. 

Cries of ‘‘question! question!’ now resounded.— 
One gentleman moved the previous question. Some 
dissatisfaction was manifested by the friends of the 
‘‘waiting” principle, one of whom was heard to use 
the word “vag.” The call for the previous question, 
howe¥er, was sustained, and the resolution adopted 
by acclamation. The hall rang with loud and en. 
thuiiastic cheers. 

No sooner had the cheering subsided, however, 
than the indomitable spirit of the advocates of de- 
lay was again evinced. 

Mr. Mayo, of Virginia, by way of demonstrating 
over again the determination of the convention, 
moved a reconsideration of the nomination. 

This produced another scene of confusion. He 
withdrew the motion. Music and cheering now suc- 
ceeded. 

Mr. Eddy, of New York, now proposed the follow- 
ing resolution: 

*-Resolved, That a committee of twenty-five be ap- 
pointed by the chair, to confer with the democratic 
convention now in this city on the propriety of re- 
ferring the election of the candidates for the next 
presidency, again to the people, and for the selection 
of delegates by the district system, to meet in con- 
vention in this city on the second Monday of August 
next.” 


This proposition was rudely handled and boxed 
about for a time,—and was finally laid upon the ta- 
ble by acclamation. 

This decision was the cause of another disorderly 
debate, in which acerbity of feeling on both sides 
was manifested, principally between Mr. Eddy on 
one side, and some Virgiuians on the other. 

Mr. ‘Tasistro, of New York, obtained the floor, 
and denounced, in no measured terms, and in a very 
special and particular manner, certain persons from 
his own city—pointing them out—who presented 
themselves here as delegates to this convention, but 
whom he did not recognize as honestly such. So 
forcible was he in his denunciation of them, that, in 
the excitement of the moment, he almost carried the 
argumentum ad hominem to the point of reprehensi- 
ble personality, and he was therefore withdrawn by 
his friends from the arena of debate. 

Mr. T. T. Cooper, from Accomac county, Va., in- 
troduced the following resolution by a few appropri- 
ate remarks: 

‘“ Resolved, That a committee of five members be 
appointed by the chair to wait on John Tyler, and 
inform him that he has been nominated by this con- 
vention, as the candidate for the office of president 
of the United States.”” Adopted. 

Mr. Sprigg, of Md., then moved the appointment 
of acommittee of nine, whose duty it shal! be to 
draft an address to the people of the United States, 
setting forth the claims of John Tyler to the grati- 
tude of his country. Adopted. 

A motion was then made and adopted for the ap- 
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that was no way toelect John Tyler. Mr. Derry, of 
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designate a candidate for the vice presidency, and to 
report to this convention at 9 o’clock next morning. 

Some member of the Virginia delegation then pro- 

d the following: . 

“Resolved, That the attempt being made by some 
political leaders from Virginia to create an impres- 
sion that John Tyler cannot carry his native state, is 
erroneous, and we fearfully apprehend is an attempt 
made for party purposes, and not to aid the republi- 
can cause.” 


The mover stated that it was not intended to ask 
action on the resolution. It was ordered to be spread 
upon the journal, and the convention then adjourned 
until Tuesday morning at 10 o’clock. 


The disregard of the rules of order and decorum 
which characterised this session of the convention 
was the more remarkable, as there was not amongst 
the delegates in attendance, apparently any difference 
as to either men or measures;—all were for the im- 
Mediate annexation of Texas—all were for nominat- 
ing Mr. Tyler for the next presidency. Whether to 
do it at once, or to defer fur a few hours, seemed to 
be the only bone they had to be thus violently con- 
tending about. These Femarks are made as belong- 
ing to the occasion much more in sorrow than in 
anger, and would have been made if applicable to 
either party. They are dictated by a sense of the 
importance to the maintenance of the liberties of 
any people, of the observance of both self-respect, 
and respect for order and decorum in popular as 
well as in deliberative assemblies, and without which 
they cannot be deliberative, If there is any thing 
which looks threatening in the lately acquired habits 
of any people, it is the departure from the requisite 
standard in this particular, It has been an oft re- 

ated lesson of experience, that no people can long 
maintain their freedom, who allowed themselves or 
their representatives to degenerate into mobs, when 
convened together for deliberation. 


Tvespay, 19tH May. The convention reassembl- 
ed agreeably to adjournment. The president called 
them to order. e proceedings of the day before 
were read, slightly corrected on motion of Mr. Eddy, 
and were then approved. 

The president announced his appointment of the 
following, Committee to wait upon president Tyler and 
imform him of his nomination—Messrs. P. Cropper, 
Virginia; T. M. Hope, Illinois; Amos Hallohan, Penn- 
sylvania; J. W. Crooks, Massachusetts; and W. F. P. 
Tavior, New York. 

The committee to report a candidate for the vice 

residency were William Shaler, of New York; P. J. 

ovine, Maine; J. G. Hadley, New Hampshire; S. 
Jackman, Massachusetts; William Ennis, Rhode Is- 
land; Luther Loomis, Connecticut; O, V. Hollenbeck, 
Vermont; J. A. Simpson, New Jersey; Caleb Pearce, 
Pennsylvania; D. Lockwood, Delaware; Thomas 
Lloyd, Maryland; William Collins, Virginia; Sylves- 
ter Brown, North Carolina; V. Ellis, Missouri; Tho- 
mas M. Hope, Illinois; Peter Laidlaw, Louisiana; 
Casper Thie!, Ohio; J.S. Humphreys, Michigan; W, 
N. Bronaugh, Arkansas; and P. Winston, Indiana. 

The chair stated that he had not appointed the 
committee to draft resolutions and an address to the 
people of the United States; it was an important 
committee, and he preferred that it should be ap- 
pointed by the convention, and report to the central 
committee of the union at Washington. 

Mr. St. John, of New York, having been called to 
the stand, addressed the convention at considerable 
Jength in favor of John Tyler, and at the same time 
in favor of postponing the nomination of a candi- 
date for the vice presidency. He would wait for the 
action of the other democratic convention. The ul- 
timate object of this convention, he understood to be, 
to secure the supremacy of the democratic party by 
right and pioper means. For this they were here, 
and to the promotion of that end they had selected 
John Tyler as their candidate. He then proceeded 
to vindicate Mr. Tyler’s conduct and principles, as 
anti-bank and anti-monopoly, &c. and defended him 
against the charge of treachery. He cited the ap- 

roval of his bank vetoes by the Globe, and by Messrs. 
Wright, McClelland, King and Rhett, Van Buren 
men; and went into an examination of his conduct 
since the time of that approval, to shew. that he had 
since done nothing to forfeit his claim to the support 
of the democracy, of which he has provided himself 
a friend in time of need. He then went on to argue 
the propriety of postponing action relative to the 
vice presidency, as holding out the olive branch to 
the other portion of the demacratic party, of which 
this was yet part and parcel, having never yet sepa- 
rated from the great democratic family. 


Mr. Smith, of Ohio, having been loudly called for, 
made nis appearance on the platform, in his own pe- 
culiar strain of emphatic eloquence, in favor of Ty- 
ler and Texas. He proposed to prove Tyler to have 
been an anti-bank candidate in 1840—nominated as 





such at Harrisburg, and as such elected with general 
Harrison; and that in vetoing the United States bank 
bills sent to him by congress, he was consistent with 
himself and his known principles of action. He re- 
viewed his whole course of conduct since his eleva-” 
tion to the presidency by an act of Providence, cited 
his democratic endorsers, the Globe, Benton, Jack- 
son, &c. &c. on account of his bank vetoes; and 
thence passed to an examination of the opposition 
raised against him, by those who had lauded his 
course. They began to be afraid of his growing po- 
pularity. In 1841 they had praised him, in ’42 and 
*43 they appeared as his enemies; but Mr. S. believ- 
ed that if during the two latter years they had treated 
a him as in ’41, the democratic party would now be in 
far better condition than it is; and as it is, whatever 
of strength it has was infused into it by John Tyler, 
who took it by the hand when it was flat on its back, 
raised it up, set it upon its feet, and restored to its 
system a healthy circulation of its vital fluid; (cheers. ) 
Mr. Smith continued for nearly one hour longer to 
address the convention, amid repeated cheers, and 
concluded by referring to his intended political mis- 
sion to the great valley of the Mississippi, where he 
would make his voice heard by hundreds of thou- 
sands; we shall, said he, ( trust, triumph gloriously 
under the flag of Tyle: and Texas, and for so doing 
our posterity will rise up and call us blessed. Mr. 
S. sat down amidst thunders of applause, when the 
following preamble and resolution, reported by the 
committee on the vice presilency, were read and 
adopted: 

W hereas, The Tyler Democratic National Conven- 
tion have nearest their heart the success of the great 
principles of democracy in the coming presidential 
contest. Therefore, to this end be it unanimously 

Resolved, That this committee recommend the ap- 
pointment of a national nominating committee of 
seven persons, by the president of the convention, 
whose duty it shall be to report a candidate for the 
vice presidency through the public papers, as soon as 
practicable, and that this committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

Mr. Ogden, of Penn Yan, New York, a young gen- 
tleman evidently of considerable promise, was then 
introduced to the convention, and made a beautiful 
speech, the main and most interesting part of which 


-was calculated to produce good feeling and unity of 


will between the north and the south. His respectful 
mention of the “Old Dominion,” his exposition of 
state rights’ doctrines, and his denunciation of the 
abolitionists, drew forth deafening cheers, loud, Jong, 
and oft-repeated. He went for Texas, and pledged 
the young democracy of New York in aid of the 
cause. When he concluded, a motion was made to 
give three cheers for the state of New York, the 
adoption of which was sealed by three as hearty 
cheers as it seemed possible for the vocal powers of 
any body of men to give forth. 

Mr. Cooper, of Virginia, responded to Mr. Ogden’s 
speech, evidently under the influence of feelings cre- 
djtable to the heart, excited by Mr. Ogden’s remarks, 
and in a style of eloquence of which Virginia might 
well be proud. Our limited space will not permit of 
our following Mr. Cooper through his speech; suf- 
fice it, therefore, to say, that he discharged in full 
the debt of good feeling imposed upon Virginia by 
the “Son of York;’’ and sat down amid loud cheers. 

The following resolution was adopted— 

Resolved, That this convention authorise their chair- 
man to report to the central committee at Washing- 
ton the names of the committee of nine, that was 
duly authorised by this convention of Monday to draft 
an address to the people of the United States. 

Also the following-—— 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this convention 
be published in all the democratic papers of the coun- 
try, with the names of the delegates attached; and 
that our democratic friends be requested to have them 
published in pamphlet form, for distribution in all 
the states. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr, Armis- 
tead, of Virginia, was adopted— 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the states, to 
hold conventions on the 4th of July, or as soon thereaf- 
ter_as may be practicable, for the purpose of framing 
electoral tickets. 


Mr. Lewis F. Thomas, of Missouri, who had his 
nativity in Baltimore, being loudly called for, ap- 
peared on the stand, and made one of the most spirit- 
stirring speeches that could be well conceived of. His 
oratory, perfectly chaste, that is for political oratory, 
had just about enough of western-ism in it to make it 
more interesting than it would otherwise be, to At- 
lantic ears. He went in strong for Tyler and Texas, 
and was therefore repeatedly greeted with cheers. 

Mr. Ellis, of Rhode Island, was next called out. 
He ascended the platform by particular request, and 
vindicated the course of John Tyler against the as- 
persions cast upon him, especially as it regarded his 
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conduct in relation to the Rhode Island difficulties 
He justified fully his conduct on that occasion, both 
in sending troops into the neighborhood of the dis- 
turbances, and in not sending them to Chepatchet-. 
and he took occasion to “do justice to the chief 
Jeader” in that affair;(Dorr it is presumed, for he 
named no person), spoke of him as a man of exce}- 
lent moral character, right feeling. and good princi- 
ples, but who was deceived by others who deserted 
him after they had led him into difficulty and danger 
He concluded his remarks with an exhortation to the 
members to go forth from this place, and sustain the 
nomination of Mr. Tyler, in doing which they would 
do neither more nor less than their duty. [Cheers 

The chair then notified the convention, that there 
would be a democratic Tyler mass meeting in the 
evening, at the Western Hotel, corner of Howard 
and Saratoga streets. 

Mr. Fisk, of Virginia, moved the thanks of the 
convention to its officers. At the suggestion of Thos. 
Dunn English, the resolution was divided, and Mr. 
Holahan, of Philadelphia, being constructively in the 
chair, the convention adopted a vote of thanks to its 
president, the hon. Joel W. White. 

On motion of Mr. Fisk, the thanks of the conven. 
tion were then given to the other officers of the con- 
vention, ~ 

On motion of A. S. Pond, of Oneida county, New 
York, the convention adopted with cheers, a resolu- 
tion of thanks to the citizens of Baltimore, for the 
caurtesy aud kindness which they had extended to 
their members. 

A motion was then made to adjourn sine die, pend- 
ing which the president took occasion to address 
some parting remarks to the convention. He ex- 
horted them to go home as one man in feeling and 
sentiment, and promulgate the principles developed 
here, which would run like fire through the country; 
success would crown their labors; they would see 
John Tyler again in the presidential chair, and the 
people would say to them—‘*Well done good and 
faithful servants.” Mr. White evinced much feel- 
ing in conclusion, when it became necessary to say 
farewell to those who would probably never all meet 
again on earth; and he prayed that God might bless 
them all, both in time and eternity. 

The convention then adjourned sine die, after which, 
agreeably to a proposition previously made by Mr. 
Smith, of Ohio, the members gave nine cheers for 
Tyler and Texas! 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


Washington, May 23, 1844. 
To the senate of the United States: 

Your resolution of the 18th instant, adopted in ex- 
ecutive session, addressed to the secretary of treasu- 
ry ad interim, has been communicated to me by that 
officer. While I cannot recognise this call thus made 
on the head of a department as consistent with the 
constitutional rights of the senate, when acting in 
its executive capacity, which, in such case, can only 
properly hold correspondence with the president of 
the United States, nevertheless, from an anxious de- 
sire to lay before the senate all such information as 
may be necessary to enable it with full understand- 
ing to act upon any subject which may be before it, 
I herewith transmit communications which have been 
made to me by the secretaries of the war and navy 
departments in full answer to the resolution of the 
senate. JOHN TYLER. 

[Copy of the resolution above referred to.] 
In executive session, 
In senate of the U. States, May, 18, 1844. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed, with as little delay as possible, to commu- 
nicate to the senate whether any and what sums of 
money have been drawn from the treasury to be ex- 
pended to carry into effect the orders of the war and 
navy departments, made since the ]2th day of April 
last, for stationing troops or increasing the military 
force upon or near the frontier of Texas and the 
Gulf of Mexico, and for placing a naval force in the 
Gulf of Mexico, with any other expenditures con- 
nected with those movements; and that he state par- 
ticularly under what Jaw of congress and from what 
appropriation such moneys have been taken from the 


treasury for expenditure. 
Attest: ASBURY DICKINS, secretary. 


Treasury department, May 20, 1844. 
Sir: 1] have the honor to inclose the copy of a re- 
solution adopted by the senate in executive session 
on the 18th instant, and to request that you will be 
pleased to furnish this department with the means 
of answering it so far as regards the green un- 
der the direction of your department. 1 have appri- 
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zed the senate that your requisitions upon the trea- 
sury uo not furnish the necessary information, and 
that the application of funds drawn upon them can 
only be ascertained by this department upon the ad- 
usiment of the accounts of your disbursing officers; 
that I have applied to you for information, and 
will submit it as soon as it shall be received. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, McC. YOUNG, 
Secretary of the treasury ad interim. 
Hon. Joun Y. Mason, secretary of the navy. 


Navy department, May 22, 1844. 

Sir: I have received your communication, dated 
en the 20th instant, enclosing a copy of a resolution 
of the senate in executive session, adopted on the 
18th instant, by which the secretary of the treasury 
js directed to communicate information whether any 
and what sums of money have been drawn from the 
treasury, to be expended as therein set forth, and 
informing me that you have apprized the senate that 
my requisitions on the treasury do not furnish the 
necessary information, but that you had applied to 
me for information, and will submit it as soon as 
received. 

I am not aware of any law or usage which makes 
it proper that the treasury department shall be made 
the medium of communication between this depart- 
ment and either house of congress. But asI desire 
that the information asked for shall not be withheld, 
on any point of official intercourse, I shall immedi- 
ately communicate to the president of the United 
States answers to the inquiries propounded by the 
senate in their resolution, to be disposed of as he 
may deem proper. I am, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, J. Y. MASON. 

McC. Youna, Esq., 

Secretary of the treasury ad interim. 


Treasury department, May 21, 1844. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit to you the enclos- 
ed resolution of the senate, adopted in executive ses- 
sion on the 18th instant. 

This department not having the means within it- 
self to furnish the information called for, copies of 
the resolution have been referred to the war and 
navy departments, and I now have the honor to sub- 
mit it to you for such directions as you may deem 
proper to give in relationto it. lam, with great re- 
spect, your obedient servant, 

McCLINTOCK YOUNG, 
Secretary of the treasury ad interim. 
The Present. 


Navy department, May 22, 1844. 

Sir: I have received from McC. Young, Esq., sec- 
retary of the treasury ad interim, a communication, 
dated on the 20th instant, covering a copy of a reso- 
lution of the senate of the Uniten States, adopted in 
executive session on the 18th instant, of which I have 
the honor to transmit herewith copies. 

As the information was not asked for by the secre- 
tary adinterim for use in the administration of his 
department, in settlements with the disbursing offi- 
cers of this department, I addressed to him a reply 
of which I transmit a copy. 

Animated by a sincere desire that the information 
sought for by the senate in their resolution shall be 
communicated without delay, I have the honor re- 
spectfully to state that the vessels employed in the 
Gulf of Mexico, and those which it is contemplated 
to order there by this department, since the 12th of 
April last, belong to the home squadron, to which no 
additions have been made, except of the steamer 
Union, which was intended to be so attached without 
reference to the service in that particular part of the 
cruising ground of the squadron, and of the brig 
Lawrence, which was built for the Gulf service, and 
whose presence, as soon as her repairs can be com- 
pleted, 1s rendered necessary by disturbances in Cuba 
and Hayti. ° 


That no requisitions have been made on the trea 
sury for money to be expended, otherwise than to 
meet the ordinary expenses of the vessels of the 
home squadron, and no others are contemplated.— 
That these requisitions and expenditures are by vir- 
tue of the Jaw making annual appropriations for the 
naval service. The amount of expenditure under 
each head of appropriation cannot be stated with 
any degree of accuracy until the purser’s accounts 
are returned and settled; but no authority has been 
given, nor is any contemplated to be given, for ex- 
penditures beyond the usual expenses of the vessels 
thus in commission, on duty in any part of the cruis- 
ing ground of the squadron, which, by definite 
arrangements made in October, 1842, embraces the 
Gulf of Mexico and the West Indies. I have the 
honor to be, with great respect, your obedient ser- 
vant, J. Y¥. MASON. 

The Presipext of the United States. 
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War department, May 23, 1844. 

Sir: I acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
date of the 20th instant, enclosing to me a copy of a 
resolution of the senate of the United States, adopted 
in an executive session on the 18th, calling upon the 
secretary of the treasury to communicate to that bo- 
dy ‘“‘whether any and whatsums of money have been 
drawn from the treasury to be expended to carry 
into effect the orders of the war and navy depart- 
ments, made since the 12th day of April last, for 
stationing troops or increasing the military force 
upon or near the frontiers of Texas and the Gulf of 
exico.” 
Your note also informs me that you “have appriz- 
ed the senate that my requisitions upon the treasury 
do not furnish the necessary information, that you 
have applied tome for that information, and will 
submit it as soon as it shall be received.” 
[t appears that the resolution to which your note 
relates, and of which you enclose me a copy, was 
not only passed by the senate when in executive ses- 
sion, but calls upon the treasury department alone 
for the required information. In view of these two 
circumstances, and believing myself to be justified 
by the usage of official intercourse, I deem it to be 
my duty to say that I cannot acknowledge the trea- 
sury department to be the proper medium of com- 
munication between the senate of the United States 
and the department under my charge in relation to 
executive business. 
I am not disposed, however, on this point of offi- 
cial intercourse to withhold the information‘called 
for by the resolution of the senate, and, impelled by 
the desire that the demand should be fully met, so 
far as the administration of the affairs of this cepart- 
ment is concerned, I shall immediately make to the 
president of the United States a report containing 
answers to all the inquiries embraced in the resolu- 
tion in question. Iam, sir, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, WILLIAM WILKINS. 
To McC. Young, Esq., 

Secretary of the treasury ad interim. 


War department, May 23, 1844. 


or near the frontier of Texas,” that the cost of the 
transportation of the force put into motion by my 
orders towards the frontier has been, of course, no- 
thing more than the usual expenditure attendant upon 
any change of position of our troops, and for which 
ordinary military service annual appropriations are 
made by congress. It may also be observed, that the 
disbursement for the transpottation of the 3d regi- 
ment of infantry from the vicinity of St. Louis was 
consequent upon the propriety of relieving the 2d 
regiment of dragoons, whose services would not be 
longer required in garrison at Fort Jesup upon their 
being remounted under the provisions of the recent 
act of congress. When they shall beso equipped, 
their proper duties as mounted troops would require 
that they should be detached from this comparative- 
ly interior position, to occupy the more remote and 
important posts along our extensive line of frontier 
bordering upon the Indian county, fur the purpose of 
affording protection to the inhabitants of the remote 
western and southwestern states against Indian in- 
cursions, and to restrain, as far as possible, the se- 
veral savage tribes from committing aggressions up- 
on each other. Very respectfully, your obedient ser- 
vant, WM. WILKINS, secretary of war. 
To the Presipent of the United States. 
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SPEECH OF MR. MCDUFFIE, OF 8S, C. 








On the resolution to publish Mr. Benton’s speech and all 
others made in secret session of the senate on the Tex- 
as treaty. 


Mr. McDuffie said: If this were a question, Mr. 
President, having exclusive reference to the several 
branches of our own government and their relation 
and responsibility to the people of the United States, 
I should not only vote for the proposed resolution, 
but should myself propose to discuss this great na- 
tional question with open doors. Viewing it, how- 
ever, in its other important aspects as involving our 
relations not only with Texas and Mexico, but, as 
the honorable senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton) 





Sir: I have the honor to enclose you a copy of my 
note of this day, addressed to McC. Young, Esq., 
secretary of the treasury ad interim, in answer to a 
communication received from him, dated on the 20th 
instant, under cover of which he transmitted to me 
a copy of the resolution of the senate of the United 
States adopted when in executive session upon the 
18th instant. 

My note to Mr. Young will explain to you the 
reasons by which I am governed in adopting the 
course of communicating directly with you on the 
subject of the resolution of the senate to which I 
have referred. 

In answer, therefore, to the inquiry made by the 
senate, ‘‘whether any and what sums of money have 
beer drawn from the treasury to be expended to car- 
ry into effect the orders of the war department, made 
since the 12th day of April last, for stationing troops 
or increasing the military force upon or near the 
frontiers of Texas and the Gulf of Mexico,” I have 
the honor to report to you that— 

No other “sums of money will be expended to 
carry into effect the orders of the war department, 
made since the 12th day of April last, for stationing 
troops or increasing the military force upon or near 
the frontiers of Texas or the Gulf of Mexico,” than 
such as are rendered necessary to defray the cost of 





transportation. All supplies of the troops to which 
they are entitled must be furnished to them where- 
soever they may be stationed. In this respect, there- 
fore, there is no novel expenditure. 

The contracts for transporting the 3d and 4th re- 
giments of infantry from Jefferson Barracks, Mis- 
souri, to Natchitoches, Louisiana, have been receiv- 
ed by the quartermaster general, and they stipulate 
for the payment of eight thousand one hundred dol- 
lars for the transportation of the two regiments beé- 
tween those points. The economy with which this 
service has been performed will be understood by a 
recurrence to the cost of the transportation of the C 
regiment of infantry between the same points in 
1842, which amounted to fourteen thousand dollars. 

The transportation from Natctitoches to Fort 
Jesup will be done principally, if not altogether, by 
the public teams. 

Several wagons and harness have been purchased 
for the use of the troops on the southwestern fron- 
tier. They would have been ordered in any event 
as necessary to service, but the movement of the 
troops to the frontier of Louisiana hastened the or- 
der perhaps three months sooner than it would other- 
wise have been issued. 

It is very Obvious, and therefore hardly necessary 
for me to remark, although falling within the range 
of the inquiry as tothe money expended ‘for sia- 





tioning troops or increasing the military force upon 


would makeit, with Great Britain also, I feel my- 
self constrained by every consideration of prudence 
and propriety to vote against the proposition. I see 
nothing in the peculiar circumstances of this case to 
| induce the senate to depart from its long established 
usages, but much tn the speech of the honorable se- 
nator, which it is now proposed to publish, to induce 
arigid adherence to those usages. For [ must be 
permitted to say,though Iam sure the honorable 
senator did not so intend it, that if it had been his 
studied purpose to rouse up in Great Britain a spirit 
of deep resentment for the supposed indignity offer- 
ed to that country in the personof her minister of 
foreign affairs by our secretary of state, he could not 





|plishment of such a purpose. 


have mace a speech better adapted to the accom- 
The honorable sena- 
tor, who has for several years made himself conspi- 
| cuous for denouncing the grasping ambition of Great 
| Britain and her schemes of territorial acquisition and 
aggrandizement, now regards the insult offered by 
Mr. Calhoun to Lord Aberdeen as so flagrant as to 
demand, evenat his hands, a labored vindication of 
his lordship. If Ihave correctly understood the se- 
nator, he alleges that the secretary of state has 
questioned the veracity of the British minister of 
foreign affairs in the letters he has written to Mr. 
Pakenham in reply to the formal disclaimer made by 
that minister of any occult design to interfere with 
the domestic institutions of Texas, or of the United 
States, by any ‘-improper” means. 


Now, sir, [ venture to assert, as [ shall proceed to 
demonstrate, that this assumed indignity supposed 
by the senator from Missouri to have been offered 
by the American secretary of state to the British 
minister of foreign affairs, is not only without the 
shadow of foundation, but is clearly contradicted b 
the correspondence of the secretary with Mr. Pak- 
enham. So far from alleging or insinuating the 
slightest imputation against the veracity or candor 
of Lord Aberdeen, the secretary distinctly declares 
that this government regards the declaration openly 
and frankly made by his lordship es furnishing a full 
and ample justification to the government of the U. 
States on adopting the precautionary measure of an- 
nexation—a measure taken in no unfriendly spirit 
towards Great Britain, but for the purpose of guard- 
ing the domestic institutions of several of the states 
of our union against the dangers to which they 
would be exposed if the result so much desired by 
Great Britain be consummated. Now, let us see 
what is the declaration of Lord Aberdeen as to the 
wishes of Great Britain in regard not only to Texas 
but to the whole world. ‘Great Britain,” says his 
lordship, ‘desires and is constantly exerting herself 
to procure the general abolition of slavery all: over 
the world.” And he proceeds to say distinctly 
\*with regard to Texas, we avow that we wish to 
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see slavery abolished there as elsewhere, and would 
ps if the recognition of that country by the 

exican government should be accompanied by an 
engagement on the part of Texas to abolish slavery 
eventually and under proper conditions throughout 
the republic.” 

Now, Mr. President, what higher evidence can 
the senator from Missouri want that Great Britain 
is “eonstantly exerting her influence to procure the 
abolition of slavery” in Texas and the U. States, (for 
both of these are included in the “world,” if I re- 
member my geography,) than the solemn and offi- 
cial declaration of her minister of foreign affairs’ 
And by what strange process of reasoning does the 
senator (so suddenly converted into the eulogist and 
defender of that minister in the American senate) 
draw the conclusion that his veracity is impeached 
by our secretary of state in admitting the truth and 
“frankness” of that declaration, and expressing his 
regret at the views it discloses of the policy and pur- 
poses of the British government? Sir, if it were 
necessary to show the sincere desire of the secreta- 
ry of state to perpetuate the relations of amity and 
good will between this country and Great Britain— 
and the occasion will justify me in adding, his high 
respect for the present British ministry—the proof 
will be found in his speeches delivered in this cham- 
ber within the last three years, standing, as they do, 
in striking contrast with those of the senator from 
Missouri. 

But the senator seems to think that the disclaimer 
of all intention to use ‘‘improper means” on the part 
of the British government ought to be entirely satis- 
factory to ours. Now,1 must here inform the se- 
nator that those very tueans which Lord Aberdeen 
frankly avows, and of course regards as proper, are 
the means which are best calculated to produce the 
evils we deprecate, and seek to avert by the annexa- 
tion of Texas. We never dreamed that Great Bri- 
tain would employ force to procure the abolition of 
slavery, or that she would attempt to stir up a ser- 
vile war by any secret or sinister agency, or by any 
other means. It is her influence, her counsels, her di- 
plomacy, constantly exerted, as her minister frankly 
and openly avows, that our government is solemnly 
and constitutionally bound to counteract by similar 
means. The senator gravely asserts that our govern. 
ment has proceeded in this important matter upon! 
the disclosures made in a letter written from London 
by General Green. Has the senator forgotten the 
conversation which took place in the house of lords 
between Lord Brougham and Lord Aberdeen? That 
conversation, and the conversationof Lord Aber- 
deen with Mr. Everett, furnished ample evidence 
that Great Britain was ‘exerting herself,” by her 
diplomacy, to induce Mexico to make the abolition 
of slavery in Texas a condition of the recognition 
of the independence of the latter. And when ali this | 
is confirmed to the very letter by Lord Aberdeen’s | 
declaration, and when the secretary of state has 
distinctly informed that minister that while the pre- 
sident appreciates the frankness of that declaration, 
he regards its avowal as an ample justification of the | 
course he has pursued in regard to the annexation 
of Texas, I cannot conceive for what purpose Ge- 








neral Green is introduced into this drama, and the 
statements contained in his letter of what a mem- 
ber of the abolition committee falsely imputed to| 
Lord Aberdeen. 


But the senator seems to suppose that slavery can- 
not be abolished in Texas by any other medns at the 
command of Great Britain but her mililary power, 
unless indeed she can procure the services of a ma- 
gician and his wand asa substitute for Lord Welling- 
ton and a large army. Sir, the honorable senator is 
well read in history, and he cannot be ignorant of 
the grounds upon which Great Britain, and the other 
great monarchies of Europe, declaredt war against 
the French Republic—a war which,under its va- 
rious phases, covered the continent of Europe with 
blood and desolation for a quarter of a century. 
That republic had not made or threatened a war of, 
arms against the monarchs of Europe, but openly 
proclaimed fraternity to their subjects, “frankly” 
avowed their “desire” to see hereditary thrones 
overthrown, and the “people emancipated all over 
the world,” and that all the governments of the 
world should be conformed to the Franch standard 
of “republican equality and the rights of man.” 
Now, sir, although the misguided enthusiasts of 
Frauce, who would have been tnuch more profitably 
employed in attending to their own business, confin 
ed themselves strictly to these means of ‘‘cxample, 
counsel, and advice,” which could act alone upon 
the public opinion of Europe, yet the monarchs of 
that portion of the world felt that even hereditary 
thrones can only rest in security upon that founda- 
tion. When, therefore, the French republic caused 
these thrones to tremble on their basis, in their at- 





temptto propagate their wild and visionary schemes 


of universal emancipation, the great monarchies of 
Europe felt it to be their right and duty to counter- 
act these dangerous and revolutionary movements, 
not by “similar means,” but by open war. 

Now, sir, with these great historical facts staring 
him in the face, is it for the honorable senator from 
Missouri, who represents a slaveholding anda west- 
ern state, to hold out the idea that our government 
have given cause of grave and outrageous offence to 
Great Britain by making a treaty of annexation 
with Texas, vith the avowed view of counteracting 
the influence not only of her example in the neigh- 
boring islands of the West Indies, but of that 
*‘counsel and advice” which she ‘is constantly ex- 
erting’ by her diplomacy? And I beg to know, Mr. 
President, whether the senator means to be under- 
stood as affirming—what his speech would seem to 
imply—that Great Britain has any right to interfere 
in this question of annexation? If he does, then I 
would be glad to know upon what principle of inter- 
national law such a right is founded? It would be a 
much sounder exposition of that law to say that such 
an interference on the part of Great Britain would 
be an offensive ‘“‘assumption of authority” both as to 
the United Statesgnd Texas. 


The speech of the honorable senator 1s not less 
calculated to excite Mexico to make war against the 
United States than to excite unfriendly feelings to- 
wards us in the government of Great Britain. He 
has exhausted his full magazine of epithets in por- 
traying the faithless outrage which he alleges this 
goverraneit would perpetrate upon Mexico by the 
ratification of this treaty; now, sir, when we con- 
sider the obvious and notorious inability of Mexico 
to reconquer Texas, and that she has not madea 
single effort since the battle of San Jacinto for any 
such purpose; and when Great Britain, by interpos- 
ing her mediatorial offices toinduce Mexico to re- 
cognise the independence of Texas, has given what 
is usually regarded asa pledge to prevent the re- 
conquest of the one to the other, 

The whole world regards the dominion of Mexico 
over Texas as irrecoverably lost, and it is vain to 
disguise the fact that this is reduced to a diplomatic 
contest between Great Britain and the United States. 
As to Mexico, I have no doubt she will regard this 
treaty as a perfect godsend, by which she can ho- 
norably adjust a claim which has become purely no- 
minal. 
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SENATE. 


May 23. A resolution that from and after Mon- 
day next the senate will meet at ll o’clock. was 
adopted. 

Texas annexalion. Mr. Upham presented a memo- 
rial from Vermont against the annexation of Texas. 
Mr. Lewis of Ala. presented a memorial from Alaba- 
ma against the annexation of Texas. 

Texas.. Mr. McDuffie made known the fact that 
in executive session last evening he had introduced 
a joint resolution which he would introduce in Je- 
gislative session. He now gave notice to that ef- 
fect. 

Mr. Berrien thought if there was a proposition to 
transfer the business of the senate from executive to 
legislative session, that the motion to-do so should 
be introduced when the senate were sitting with 
closed doors. The subject was not pressed further. 
[The joint resolution of Mr. McDuffie is understood 
to be a proposition to annex Texas to the Union by 
the assent of Texas and the United States. and by 
ihe power of congress alone on the part of the go- 
vernment. ] 

Treasury. Mr. Evans asked that the bill proposing 
the refunding of the amount of cancelled treasury 
notes which were purloined at N. Orleans should be 
taken up. The question was before the senate upon 
the final passage of the bill. 

Mr. Wright thought the bill was drawn up in terms 
of too general a character. He feared that it would 
provide for the payment not only for the treasury 
notes which had been purloined, but that it might lead 
to the purloining of other notes. 

Mr. Evans stated that the bill was designed to pay 
for about $30,000 which had been purloined in New 
Orleans. ‘The loss was not discovered until 9 months 
after it had occurred. By the law of the land, re- 
ceivers of the public money were required to receive 
treasury notes for public dues. By a chemical process 
the marks of cancellation were abstracted, and it was 
found impossible to tell the genuine from the spuri- 
ous notes. Mr. Evans thought that such an error 
could not occur again. 

The bill with some modification, was then passed, 
and the senate went iuto executive session. 
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The nomination of Mr. Murphy as charge d’affairs 
to Texas was rejected in this executive session. 

The senate adjourned. 

May 24. An executive communication was re- 
ceived from the topographical bureau in reference to 
the practicability and expense of improving the 
Mississippi river at the point known as ‘ the Little 
Chain.” Also one from the treasury department in 
answer to a resolution of the senate, that gas has 
advantages over oil for light houses, but that the 
information based upon experiments are not of a 
= reliable character to be decisive of any 
result. ’ 

Texas memorials. Mr. Tappan presented a memo- 
rial from citizens of Zanesville, Ohio, setting forth that 
they are in favor of the immediate annexation of 
Texas, because if the U. States do not obtain Texas 
now, Great Britain will. 

in presenting this memorial Mr. Tappan remarked 








that the prayer of the memorialists was based upon 
| an imposition which had been industriously circulat- 
ed through the whole country and played off upon 
|many of the people. From the recent letters of 
|General Jackson it was evident that that distinguish- 
ed man had been imposed upon by the same argu- 
iment, and if it had not been for the publication of 
‘the treaty and accompanying documents, it was his 
| belief that the senate would have been full of me- 
'morials based upon this same imposition. In con- 
‘clusion Mr. Tappan thought the country owed him a 
‘debt of gratitude for his agency in procuring the pub- 
lication of the treaty and the documents accompany. 
‘ing it—(laughter. ) 

| Memorials to the same purport were presented 
‘from Boston by Mr. Woodbury; from Indiana by Mr. 
|Hannegan; and from Ulinois by Mr. Breeze. 

Navy agents. Mr. Bayard offered a resolution which 
| was adopted, calling upon the secretary of the navy 
to inquire and communicate to the senate in what 
/manner Fitch, Brothers & Co.—whio have performed 
brea 1832, the contracts of the agency of the navy 
‘at Marseilles,—have been removed—the cause of 
| their dismissal, and also to communicate all papers 
|vpon the subject. Also, whether the public money 
| for this agency has passed through other hands whilst 
| Messrs. Fitch Brothers & Co. were the agents of the 
| government. 

Army. The resolutions proposing to send to the 
house for the army retrenchment bill, which had 
been indefinitely postponed, was rejected by a vote of 
21 to 16. 

Improvement of navigation. Mr. Johnson, of Loui- 
siana, submitied a resolution, which was adopted, 
calling upon the committee on commerce to inquire 
into the expediency of removing obstructions from 
the River Lafourche, which were placed there in 
1814, during the invasion of Louisiana by the Bri- 
lish. 

Mr. Breese offered a resolution requesting the pre- 
sident of the United States, if not incompatible with 
the public interest, to cause the steamship Michigan 
now at Erie to visit all the principal ports of the 
Northern Lakes during the ensuing summer. 

Mr. Wooabridge took occasion to remark as an im- 
portant fact for the consideration of the senate, that 
the only passage through the straits which connected 
the Huron and Erie, brought all sail-vessels directly 
under the forts of a foreign nation. He believed that 
a channel could be made upon the American side, and 
he hoped there would be one. 

vrtification bill. ‘Ihe senate then tock up the for- 
tification bill and concurred in the amendment of the 
house. 

The post office bill from the house was read twice 
and relerred. 

The senate, then went into executive session, Mr. 
Miller, of New Jersey, addressing it upon tie treaty. 

And the senate adjourned. 

May 25. Mr. Bayard presented a memorial from 
citizens of the state of Delaware in favor of the ra- 
tification of the ‘Texas treaty. 

Mr. Buchanan, presented two, one from Lancaster 
and another from Columbia county, Pennsylvania re- 
monstratinz against annexation. 

A resolution offered by Mr. Woodbridge was adopt- 
ed, calling for details, &c. of the progress of the 
survey of the straits connecting Lakes Huron and 
Erie. 

On motion of Mr. Evans, the resolution relating 
to the adjournment of congress, fixing on. as amend- 
ed in the house, the 17th of June next, was taken up; 
the question being the motion of Mr. E. striking out 
the 17th and subsiituting the 3d. 

On motion of Mr Sevier, its farther consideration 
was postponed until Friday next. 

Tariff. The report of tie committee on finances on 
Mr. McDuffie’s bill was taken up. 

Mr. Evans, hoped the question on it would be dis- 
posed of before the adjourning this day, as the pro- 
tracted debate had already exhausted the subject. 
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Mr. Atherton, addressed the senate at great length 
in opposition to the protective policy, and against the 
tariff of 1842. When Mr. A. closed 

Mr. Rives, arose and expressed his desire to be 
heard on the subject, and as the hour was a late ove, 
on his motion, the senate adjourned. 

May 27. Memorials from various quarters in fa- 
yor of the annexation of Texas, were presented and 
referred. ; 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Ful- 
ton, was taken up and debated till the expiration of 
the morning hour. It was then Jaid aside. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of the 
tariff resolution. 

Mr. Rives having the floor, gave his views at con- 
siderable length in favor of the protective system. 

And the senate adjourned, 

May 28. Mr. Buchanan, of Pennsylvania, -pre- 
sented a remonstrance from citizens of Erie county, 
against the annexation of Texas. 

The bill in relation to naval pensions was taken 
up on motion of Mr. Bayard, discussed, and amend- 
ed, and ordered to be engrossed hy yeas 20, nays 16. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Ful- 
ton was taken up. amended, and ordered to be engross- 
ed by a vote of 23 to 11. 

On motion of Mr. Porter, the bill authorising the 
opening of a canal around the Falls of St. Mary’s 
at the outlet of Lake Superior was taken up, and ad- 
yocated at length by Mr. P. 





The bill was advocated by Messrs. Choate and 
Woodbridge, and opposed also by Mr. Haywood, and 
finally ordered to be engrossed by a vote of 16 to 12. 

And after a short excculive session, the senate ad- 
journed. ; ’ 

May 29. Thebill for the relief of the heirs of | 
Robert Fulton was read a third time and passed. 

Canal for Lake Superior. The bill authorising the 
opening of a canal around the falls of St. Mary’s at 
the outlet of Lake Superior being on its passage— 

' Mr. Haywood moved to recommit the bill, with 
instructions so to amend the bill that contracts enter- 
ed into by the president or the secretary of war under 
the provisions of this act shall not exceed the sum 
there appropriated. 

On this amendmenta debate ensued, in which 
Messrs, Woodbridge, Porler, Tappan, and others par- 
ticipated. 

he amendment was negatived by yeas 10, nays 
22, and the question being on the passage of the bill; 
the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
Breese, Buchanan, Choate, Crittenden, Evans, Francis, 
Johnson, Merrick, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, 
Siminons, Sturgeon, ‘l'allmadge, Upman, White, Wood- 
bridge—-22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Atherton, Baghy, Clayton, 
Fairfield, Haywood, Huger, Lewis, Mangum, Miller, 
Niles, Semi le, Tappan, Woodbury—14. 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bayard, the senate proceeded to 
consider the bill concerning fu: ijough in the naval ser- 
vice; which, on motion of Mr. #., the bill was amend- 
ed in several particulars, reported, and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

The senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuunspay, May 24. Mr. Cobb of Ga. asked leave 
to present a memorial from the people of Chappel Co. 
Ga in favor of the annexation of Texas. Mr. Cobb 
moved that the resolutions be laid on the table and 
printed. Mr. White of Ky. said he was opposed to 
the printing. Mr. Cobb moved to suspend the rules 
in order to receive the motion. The vote was ayes 
75, noes 99. 

Mr. Clinch of Ga. desired to present a resolution 
adopted at a meeting in Camden Co. in Ga. where the 
present attempt to annex Texas to the Union in the 
manner proposed and for the reasons given, 1s de- 
nounced. ‘Thegesolution was not in order and there- 
fore was not received. 

Navy Appropriation. The consideration of the 
ey bill was rencwed upon amendments without de- 

ate. 

Several important amendments were proposed. 

Mr. McKay moved an amendment proposing $671,- 
000 for the pay of seamen upon the lakes, iron steam- 
ers, and miscellaneous matters. 

Mr. Adams contended that this amendment was 
not in order. It was monstrous that such a propo- 
sition shonid be introduced and hurried through with- 
out discussion. 

The Chair called Mr. dams to order, who reluct- 
antly tock his seat, and at tie same time appealed 
from the Chair, who had decided that the amendment 
W323 in order. 

The deciston of the chair was sistained. 

Mu. McKay remarked that as the amendment had 
created great excilement in the house he would with- 
draw it. 


An amendment was adopted, appropriating $50,-| A motion was submitted and carried, that five thou- 
000 to be expended in the use of American water| sand extra copies of each report and bill be printed 
rotted hemp, if found to be of as good a quality as the | for the use of the house. 
foreign article. An amendment was also adopted,| Mr. J. R. Ingersoll reported a bill to provide for the 
abolishing the use of the spirit ration. payment of evidences of public debt in certain cases. 

Also an amendment, by a vote of 67 to 63, abolish-| The bill was read twice and referred. 
ing the use of corporea! punishment (offered by Mr.| Pensions. The house went into committee of the 
Hale.) whole, (Mr. White of Ky. in the chair) and took up 

Before Mr. Hale’s amendment was voted upon by | the bill to amend the act extending half pay pensions 
the committee, with a view of ridiculing it, Mr.| to widows in certain cases. 

Schenk proposed a modification that the “sailors| The bill gave rise to protracted debate, and to the 
should not be required to take in sail in a storm, ex-| introduction of several amendments, some few of 
cept by a majority of the ship’s crew.” This was| which were adopted and a large number rejected. 
rejected, and the other by the above close vote was| The committee finally arose, reported progress, 
subsequently carried. and the house adjourned. 

The navy and post office bills were then reported| Sarurpay, May 25. The farther consideration of 
to the house. Mr. C. Johnson’s motion, to reconsider the vote post- 

Mr. Cobb, by general consent, was permitted to| poning until Monday the consideration of the motion 
present resolutions adopted at a meeting in Chappell | to print the documents in the case of the Virginia 
Co. Georgia, in favor of annexation. contested election, was, on motion of Mr. Newton, 

Laid on the table. postpuned until Wednesday next. 

The Post Office Bill, Was then brought forward| On motion of Mr. Wentworth, a resolution from 
upon the proposition to concur in the amendment of| the committee on public buildings, in relation to 
the committee abolishing the office of special] agent. } Greenough’s statue of Washington, was referred to 

The question was on concurring in the amendment | a select committee of five, with instructions to report 
of the committee which abolishes the office of special | a plan for its permanent location. 
agent to the post office dapartment, and for which} Oregon. Mr. Wentworth asked leave to present a 
object $28,000 had been inserted in the bill. memorial from General Joseph Smith, commander 

A debate arose, in which it was again contended | in chief of the Latter Day Saints, Mormons, embo- 
that the services of this class of officers are indis-| dying the provisions of a bill to a::thorise him. to 
pensable. raise an army of 100,000 volunteers to take Oregon, 

On the other side it was contended that the better| annex Texas, &c. and rendering it penal in anywise 
and more économical plan would be to place acertain| to resist or molest him in the execution thereof, 
sum at the disposal of the post master general, for| Mr. Wentoorth, moved that the house go into com- 
the discovery of mail frauds, by the employment of} mittee on the Oregon bill. Rejected by a vote of 
agents whenever their services might be required,| yeas 79, nays 86. 
instead of retaining them on regular salaries whe-| The session of the house was then appropriated to 
ther there was employment for them or not the consideration of the private calendar. 

Mr Hale, with a view of showing the inefliciency| Presideniial. Mr. Weller, renewed the motion of 
of such agents, gave a statement of a transaction| Mr. Vance, that when the house adjourns, it stand ad- 
which fell under hiseye. The regular agent, after| journed till Wednesday next, (in order to allow re- 
spending much time, was unable to trace the offend- | presentatives to attend at the **Democratic,” &c. Pre- 
ers, but another person in the neighborhood being} sidential Conventions at Baltimore.) Rejected by 
authorised, had the thief caught. He gave $2,000 | yeas 38, nays 77. 
bail, and went Texas, from whence, said Mr. H., he} Mr. Sample, moved that it adjourn till Tuesday 
will never return till Texas shall be annexed to the| next. Rejected by yeas 52, nays 71. 

Union. (Great Laughter. ] On motion of Mr. Vance, the house now adjourned. 

After further debate the amendment wes rejected;| | Monxpay, May 27. The attendance was thin, 
yeas 72, nays 81. many representatives being on a visit to Baltimore. 

Phe bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and) Mr. J. R. Ingersoll, in pursuance of notice intro- 


after an ineffectual motion to re commit, read a third | quced a bill to abolish custom house oaths; also a bill 
time and passed. 


~ : . . | to abolish public executions. They were severally 
The house then went into committee and consi- 


ue read twice and committed. 
dered the amendments of the senate to the fortifica- A communication was received from the navy de- 
tion bill. 


h i partment in answer toa resolution, giving the reason 
And the house adjourned. why the commissioners on inventions for preventing 
Fripay, May 24. Texas. Mr. Labranche, of Loui-| explosio:.s of steamboilers, have not assigned it a fai- 


siana, asked leave to present resolutions adopted in| lure in the appropriation for that purpose. 

New Orleans in favor of the immediate annexation} A number of private bills, amended by the senate, 
of Texas. Before the house understood Mr. L’s ob- | were taken up, and the amendments concurred in.— 
ject in rising, he had asked the reference of the re-| All the pubiic bills passed by the senate during the 
solutions to a select committee of five members, and | last week, were also taken up and appropriately dis- 
moved the previous question. posed of. 

On motion of Mr. Parmeater, the resolutions were} Resolutions adopted at a public meeting at Macon, 
laid on the table, by a vote of yeas 103, noes 78. Georgia, in favor of the annexation of ‘Texas, were 

Baltimore convention. Mr. Vance moved that when} presented and laid upon the table. 
the house adjourn to-morrow, it adjourn to meet} Mr. Vance was desirous of devoting the day to bills 
again on Wednesday next. The yeas and nays| on the private calendar. 
were called aud the motion was rejected, ayes 42,| Mr. Weller humorously objected, on the ground 
noes 117. that Mr. Cave Johnson (a rigid investigator of private 

Oregon. Mr. Duncan moved that the rules of the! claims) was not present. He could not think of 
house be suspended in order that he might submit a| proceeding to said business in the absence of his 
motion that the house would go into committee of the | friend. 
whole upon the Oregon bill. Rejected, ayes 85,| Finally the house went into committee, considered 
noes 89. several jocal bills, and then adjourned. 

Reports. Mr. Phenix, of N. York, from the com-| Tuespay, May 28. The District Banks. Mr. Camp- 
mittee on commerce reported a joint resolution au-| bell presented the memorial of citizens of the Dis- 
thorising the city of Baltimore to use the public} trict in favor of the recharter of the District banks; 
buildings at the Lazaretto point for a small pox hos-| and gave notice of his intention to call up the bill on 
pital. Adopted. that subject to-morrow, if his friends should have re- 

The committee on the judiciary reported a bill to| turned from Baltimore. 
regulate the fees of judicial officers, and alsoone to| Mr. Pratt, without desiring to retard the progress 
allow appeals to be made to the supreme court with- | of the bill, gave notice ef his intention to endeavor 
out regard to the amount at issue. to perfect it by granting charters after the manner of 

Mr. Haralson, of Georgia, reported a bill making} the free banks of the state of New York. 
appropriations for the commencement of certain for-|_ The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
tifications. whole, which found itself without a quorum, and in 

A bill to adapt the rates of postage to the national! a short time thereafter adjourned. 
coin, and to abridge the franking privilege, was re-} Wepnespay May 29. The house resolved itself 
ported from the committee on post offices and post} into committee of the whole. After desultory and 
roads. unimportant proceedings the committe rose, and the 

Accompanying this bill were two reports, one in| chairman announced the fact that it had found itse!f 
favor of a cheap system of postage, and the other in| without a quornm, 

Opposition to it. Mr. Payne rose and said, that it was impossible, as 

Mr. fidams desired that the committee should re-| every gentleman must see, to go on with the business 
port what their intentions were in regard to the nu-| of the house, in consequence of the Baltimore con- 
merous memorials which bad been submitted. vention, and of the greatexcitement growing out of 

The answer was that there were two opinions in the| its procedings. He moved, therefore, that the house 
committee room. The majority were opposed to the | ajjourn. 

















senate bill. rhe motion prevailed. And the house adjourned 
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ADJOURNMENT oF Conoress. The senate have agreed 
to the amendment adopted by the house, fixing the 17th 
of June as the day for closing the session. 


‘THE TARIFF QUESTION IN THE U. States senate. The 
debate upon the report of the committee, declaring the 
tariff bill to be a revenue bill, and therefore cannot be 
originated in the senate, has been under debate for se- 
veral days again. Mr, McDuffie made another anti-tariff 
speech—and was replied to by Mr. Choat. The question 
was finally taken yesterday, and the resolution was adopt- 
ed, ayes 33, nays Messrs, Hayward, Huger, McDuffie, 
and Woodbury, 4. So the subject is now disposed of by 
both houses. 


Vice Prestpency.—W2HiG NOMINATION ACCEPTED. J.et- 
ter from Theodore Frelinghuysen to Mr, Elisworth, chair- 
man of the committee appointed to inform hiin of his 
nomination by the whig national convention: 

New York, Muy 6, 1844. 
The Hon. William W. Ellsworth, chairman, &c. 

Dear sir: [have duly received your favor informing 
me of my nomination tu the office of vice president of 
the United States, by the whig convention of delegates, 
at Baltimore, on the Istinstant. ‘Tv be thus distinguish- 
ed, by such a body of exalted and patriotic whigs, is an 
honor that I most sensibly feel. In accepting it I can 
only promise the best efforts, in some humble measure to 
justify the high confidence reposed in me. And I trust 
i the goodness of a divine Providence so to guide my 
steps that [ may not disappoint the expectations of my 
friends, or do harm to the interests of our country. With 
great regard, dear sir, your friend‘and ob’t. serv’t., 

“THEO. FRELINGHUYSEN. 


Review OF THE WEEK. What an eventful week 
amongst politicians?) How many will wake up from its 
incidents, and look around with perfect wonderment at 
the revolution of affairs. New menand new measures, 
are suddenly prezented. “Old things are done away, 
behold, all things have become new..” Van_ Buren, 
Calhoun, Cass, Restiemnen Stewart, and even Old Te- 
cumseh, are to be forgotten, and all the political canvass- 
ing of the last three years as to their respective claims to 
the presidency, goes for nothing. Whata fittul world 
is this of ours? President-making, in an elective repub- 
lic, is always a matier of absorbing interest. Ours will 
become more and more so. Those who thnk they have 
witnessed sych excitements as will hardly ever occur 
again, on such occasions, are vastly mistaken. Every 
new ged@ration will give additional magnitude and rally | 
more imposing incidents tothe selection of a cHeF for 
the nation. 


Fiovr. The Baltimore inspections of last week com- 
prised 10,265 bls., and 417 half bls; 3,194 were from 
Susquehanna. 

The inspections at Baltimore for this we k, comprised 
6,167 bis, and 503 half bls. Prices $4 44 a $4 50, for 
fresh, and $4 25 for stored. 


Wueat. The best white in Baltimore this week ob- 
tained 31 16; do. Maryland white $1 10; Pennsylvania 
red 96 a 98, 


Tosacco. The Baltimore inspections of last week 
comprise 1,453 hhds. Maryland, 416 Ohio, and 3 Virgin- 
jia—total, 1,868 hhds., superior qualities continue 1n great 
request. and common is now sought for and sells freely. 
T. Andrews, esq., of Campbell Co. Va.,, sold a hogs- 
head last week at Lynchburg at 17 75-100 per 100. 

The Balumore inspections of this week comprise 1,451 
hhds. Maryland, 357 Ohio, 29 Kentucky, and 8 Penn- 
eylvania. Total 1.875 bhds. The receipts and sales 
keep pace very comfortably, a fair demand, stock not 
accumulating: prices stationary. 


Crops. The season continues to be most delightfuily 
seasonable. Every thing promises an early and abun- 
dant harvest in this sectionof the Union. Fruit is as 
plenty as itever has been. A frost on the nightof the 
21st, is said to have injured the prospects in New York 
and eastward. Grapes will not be abundant north of 
Maryland this year. The weather of January is said to 
have been fatal to many vines. 


Tre ATLANTIC Dock, now in rapid progress towards 
compietion at Brooklyn,is on the plan of the great 
docks of London and Liverpeol. The area of water 
to be enclosed by itis 4U acres, and of capacity to ae- 
commodate ships of the very largest class. ‘I'he ware- 
houses on the borders of the dock are to be of stone and 
fire proof. The whole cost is to be $700,000, of which 
$357,900 are expended. The corner stone of the first 
warehouse was laid on the 25th ult. with the usual cere- 
monies. 

Birocxape The port of San Juan, Central America, 
was still blockaded by the British, on the 29th of April 


Cana Touts. The amount received during the first 
35 days, thatthe canals of N. York have been in opera- 
tion, this year, up to the 22d May—was $501,086 57.— 
Last year the first 38 days—up to the 7th June, yielded 
$418 023 96. Estimating three days to make the time 
equal, at $14,000 per day, the total increase this year 
would be over $124,000 !! 


Canapa. Rumors ofanother insurrection having broken 
out, were rife for a few days, without foundation. The 
governor has furmed his new cabinet, with a view to the 
remeval of the seat of government from Kingston to Mon- 


Caprrat Executions. Hollingshead tells that in Hen- 
ry VII's reign, 72,000 criminals suffered the extreme 
snalty of the law, nearly 2000a year. Sir Thomas 
oore tells that 20 were hanged on the same gallows at 
the same time. ‘The average number of executions in 
Elizabeth’s time was 400 annually; and the annual num- 
ae during the first half cf the last century was about 


_ Coat. The Pittsburg Age, states that the late storm 
in Mercer county, Pa., in blowing down a very large 
quantity of timber, has opened some ten or twenty coal 
pits, showing veins to have existed which had else re- 
mained unknown for half a century. antvh 


Dearns. During the week before last, at N. York, 128, 
of which 30 were under! year; 30 were foreigners, (24 
Irish); 32 died of consumption. During last week, 157, 
of Which 23 were under one year, 46 were foreigners, 14 
were colored, 43 died of consumption. 

At Philadelphia, during last week, 100, of which 31 
were under one year, 9 were colored persons, Il died of 
consumption. 

At Baltimore, during the week ending the 13th ult., 55, 
of which 18 were under one year, 10 were free colored, 
3 slaves, 9 died of scarlet fever, and 13 of consumption, 
The week ending the 20:h, 43, of which 15 were under 
one year, 9 were free colored. 5 slaves. ‘The week end- 
ing the 27th, 49, of which 17 were under one year, 7 
free colored, 3 slaves, 9 died of consumptiun. ‘ 

At Charleston, S. C., the week before last, 4 whites, 6 
colored, 7 of them adults. The week ending 1]4th ult. 
4 whites and 1 colored child 


DEATH OF A VETERAN. John Jacobus Van Vorst, died 
at Glenville, Schenectady county, New York, on the 
23d ultimo, aged 103 years 4 months and 4 days. He 
was born January 19, 1740-1. He lived a life of sobriety, 
temperance, activity, and piety. During the revolutiona- 
ry war he served his country, and then converted his ra- 
tions of liquor into pay, because he would not use the 
pernicious draught. ntil the last year, he never failed 
to attend the elections, regarding it to be aduty. He was 
an attentive and zealous member of the Dutch church at 
Glenville, for several generations. Four of his children 
are living, the oldest is 81 and the youngest 69 years of 
age. 

Jupce Ear, of South Carolina, died suddenly at his 
residence, Greenvilie, on the 24th ult. 


EmicraTion. Over a thousand foreigners reached N. 
York one day last week, principally from England. Oa 
the 26th, 768 steerage passengers arrived at the same 
port in the Britannia, Patrick, and Southern. We have 
accounts of immense numbers flocking to Liverpool on 
their way to Canada and the United States. 


Facrory erts. The funds of the Lowell Saving In- 
stitution amount to $575,155. This is deposited mostly 
by the factory girls. 


Frres. Howard college, at Marion, in Alabama, was 
entirely cosumed_ by fire on the 10th inst., together with 
a porion of its contents. The college was a Baptist in- 
stitution. 

The Woollen Factory, of Messrs. Richards & Conner, 
Hinsdale, Mass., to:-k fire from spontaneous combustion, 
on the 15th ult., and was entirely destroyed,—loss esti- 
mated at $25,000.—No insurance. 


Fire at New Orteans. About midday, May 18th, 
the flames burst from a carpenter’s shop near the cor- 
ner of Franklin and Jackson streets. The buildings in 
the vicinity were all of wood, and dry as tinder. The 
blaze extended with incredible velocity, and all efforts to 
arrest its progress were unavailing, until ten_squares of 
the city of New Orleans were in @hes. Fortunately, 
what wind there was, blew towards the swamp. ‘The 
inmates of the houses could do little more than save 
themselves. Beds. bedding, end furniture, was scarce- 
ly removed betore the flames reached them again. At 
one time it was feared that the Charity Hospital would 
go. Water was obtained with great difficulty. At four 
v’clock the fire ceased for want of further fuel. A list 


-_— 


as abundant as usual. Some difficulties had occurred be- 
tween the Blackfeet Indane and the persons in charge 
of one of the American Fur Company’s posts in their 
region—in consequence of which their houses were de- 
stroyed, and the post abandoned by the traders. 


_ Haytt. — The condition of affairs is becoming more 
Fintricate and eventful. Several battles have been foughit, 
in one of which it is said 500 were slaugh'ered on one 
side, and 100 killed and wounded on the other. Hun- 
dreds are flying for life in every direction. Preside:t 
Herard, with his army, isin great difficulties, within 15 
miles of the city of St. Domingo. Jaecmel was block- 
aded, and all the inhabitants under arms. There were 
as many as three pretended presidents—Pierrut, Guere- 
ra, and Rivera—each appointed by his respective adhe- 
rents, and all fighting for their own interests. Acaa, the 
commander of 7000 blacks, had sion of Aux 
Cayes, on the 14th May, as well as Jeremie, Maragone, 
and other places, and was only waiting for reintorce- 
ments to march against Port au Prince. Great terror 
prevailed. 


_ Tue Mernoprst Eptscopar, GeneraL ConFEReNcr, 
in session at New York, have all this week had un. 
der discussion the question of requesting one of their 
bishops, (Andrews.) to resign, in consequence of his hav- 
ing become connected in owning slaves, and the dan- 
ger of a separation in the church appears imminent. No 
vote has yet been taken. 


Mormon scuism. A number of the most intelligent 
Mormons, according to the last Warsaw Signal, headed 
by William Law, have seceded from ples Smith, and 
set up for themselves. They say Joseph was a true pro- 
phet, but has now fallen from grace, and is no longer 


worthy. Other accounts go to confirm the above. 


Navat. The John Adams, U. Stites ship, com. Co- 
nover, arrived at New York on the 27th May, in 63 days 
from Rio de Janeiro. She has been absent from the U. 
States 27 months, a part of which time she has been 
employed cruising in the vicinity of the Islands of Tris- 
tan d’Acunha, and thence to the Indian ocean, for the 
protection of our whale fisheries, touching at the Island 
of Madagascar, on the coast.of Africa, and twice at the 
Cape vf Good Hope. The latter part of her cruise has 
been employed in affording protection to American com- 
merce inthe River La Plata, and on the coast of Brazil. 
She has sailed during ber absence upwards of 35,000 
miles, and has only lost two men by disease. 

The U. 8. ship Columbus captain Benj. Cooper. arriv- 
ed at New York on the 26th ult. in 47 days from Rio de 
Janeiro. 

The Enterprise U.S brig was to leave Rio on the 15th 
April for the United States. 

The United States frigate Constitution, capt. Pervical, 
sailed from New York, on the 29th May, for Rio de Ja- 
neiro, having on board Mr. Wisz, the new minister to 
Brazil and family. Lieutenant Alexander Gibson, of the 
navy, and lieut. Wm. Long, of the marine corps, are also 
passengers. They intend to join the Raritan, the flag 
ship of the Brazil squadron. 

The U.S. brig Somers, J. T. Gerry, commander, sailed 
from Pensacola, on the I5th instant, on a cruise in the 

ulf 
. U.S. sloop-of war Decatur touched at Elmira, Africa 
February 12, and sailed next day windward. 


NaVicaTING THE YELLOW Stoxe. The American Fur’ 
Company have built an elegant steamboat, of light 
draught of water, and sent her up the Yellow Stone with 
supplies for the Rocky Moun ta‘n traders. It is expected 
she wiil be be able to ascend the river two or three thou- 
sand miles above St. Louis. 


_ OVERFLOW OF WESTERN RIVERS. We have distress- 
ing accounts of injury done by the tise in the western 
: ry’ : ° 

rivers. The river at St. Louis on the 2lst_was higher 
than it had been since 1326;the American Bottom was 
overflowed. ‘The Illinois was raising rapidly and was 
unusually high. ‘The Osage and Missouri also. At 





of the buildings, with their estimated value, is given in 
the New Orleans Bee. ‘The number of main buildings! 
destroved 175; do. out buildings 100, Total estimated | 
value $239,600. We presume this estimate is exclusive | 
of the contents of the buildings, nearly all of which are * 
gone. 

Thomas Karney, an apprentice lad, whose name de- 
serves a ritch high on the ro!l of honor, during the fire, 
noticed a mother who had left her infant, as she suppos- 
ed, in safety, until she could return from depositing some 
valuables in a piace of security, frantic in finding her 
house all in flames with the infant in it. Regardless of 
danger, he rushed into the burning house, found the in- 
nocent playing with its rattle,—seized it up, and quick 
‘as thought, it was placed in its mother’s arms. We 
should like to have a shake of that lad’s hand. There 
is not a mother in the land that would not invoke 
blessings on his head. 


FRAUVENHOFER TeELescore. The great Frauenhofer 
Telescope, together with the Transit instrument and 
Comet seeker, made at Munich, for the National Ob- 
servatory at Washington, arrived safely at their destina- 
tion on the 30th ult., and are now in course of erection. 


Fur rrape. The St. Lauis Republican of the 10th 
ult., contains a letter announcing the arrival of Cutting 
and Elebetts, of the Union Fur Company. in advance of 
the boats of the season trade. The winter had been 
mild, but little snow, and that only in January and Fe- 





treal. 


Cape Girardeau, the water has already reached the se- 
coud floor ef many of the buildings, and the low Jand 
between St. Genevieve and the landing is submerged. 
The water on the levee has already reached the stures 
above Laurel streets, and the curb stones nearly ihe 
whole length of the wharf. 

But still greater devastations we fear has occurred on 
the Arkansas and Red River, both of which had inunda- 
ted the country for a great distance, at our last dates 
from thence. ‘The loss ot property wili be immense. 


PuitspeLruia Riots. Several of the wounded have 
died of injuries received in the late riots. Suits for da- 
mages fur burning the churches, have been instituted, 
and others for private property will be. The grand jury 
continues its investigation, and a number of arrests have 
been made. 


Texas. Galveston dates to the 1Sth, furnish litle news 
of importance. ‘l'wo ridges, said to have been disco- 
vered as thrown over the Nueces and Riv Frio, suppos- 
ed to be intended for invasion, occasioned some appre- 
hension. The Telegraph considers such apprehensions 
groundless. yee 

The Galveston Civilian of the 18th says, **Most well 
informed persons at the seat of government, including 
the ministers, consider the annexation project as “ex- 
ploded.” The overtare made by the United States go- 
vernment to Mexico, the Civilian states, ‘are of such a 
character a+ to satisfy us that they will be rejected as soon 
as made.’”” 





bruary. The returns of trade it is thought will not be 
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